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What are käkahi?
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Figure 1. The common käkahi, Echyridella menziesii

PART ONE: ABOUT KÄKAHI
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Box 1: Käkahi are important to Mäori
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Figure 2. Known käkahi locations within the Wellington region

Käkahi in the Wellington region
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Figure 3.  The two käkahi species present in the 
Wellington region. Top: the common käkahi; bottom: the 
‘Auckland’ käkahi

Where käkahi live
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Diet and feeding
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Figure 4. A käkahi living in the muddy bed of a lake - a 
distinct track through the mud shows that this käkahi has 
been quite mobile!

Figure 5. Käkahi (covered in dense algal growth), showing tube-like siphons through which they collect 
food particles and eject wastes.
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Predators and parasites
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Figure 7. The lifecycle of the käkahi

Figure 6. Käkahi with shell deformation which may have 
been caused by parasitic insect larvae

Käkahi lifecycle

��
	������	���
����
	A>���	4B	��	�
���
%	���	�
�	���	

�	��	��	���
���

��	$
�
�
��	�
�
	���
���	
�	��
��	
���
����
	��
	�
��	��
���	����
	�
��	�������
�	����
�	
��
��
�	
%�
�	
���	���	��
��	�
�	
%�
����	�
���������
�	
��	��
	���
��	������	�

�	��
��	
���	�����
	��
��	��
��	
�
	�
�
�
��	��
	�
���
	������	���
�	��	��
	���
	
��������	��
��	���
���	
�
	
�	�
�	����
���	���	�
�	
�
������
�	
���	��
	��
�	�
��	���
������	�����	��
�	
�
�
�
�	���
	�����
	����
�	@��
��������	

5!
��	��
	��C
	
�	�	�����	
�	�����	��
�
	��
������	
��
	��
�	@��

C
��	
��	
�	��
��
�	
�	��
��	�
��
���	
����
���	��
�
��
�	��
�	�����	
��
	�	�������	"��	
�����	�	�

�	��	��
	���	
�	��
��	��
���	)����
	�H��
	
A�	����%���	"��B	��
	��
����	�
	!
	���
�����	@�
����	
�
�	��
�
	��
�������	!��	��
�	���
	���
	!

�	�
���	

�	�����	!����
�	A�	���
	
�	��
�����
�	"��B	���	��
���	
��
	��
������	���
	
�	��
	"��	�
�	�	�
�	�

���	���
�	
�����	��
�	��
�	
(�	5	�
�
�
��
����	�����
��	���
	
����	��
���
�	�	��
���	�
���	
�	������
��	�
�	������	
M	���
����	�
������
�	��
���	����
	��
�����	

�
���
������	'�	���
	�
���	����	������	���	�
�
	
�����
��	��	D
����	���
������	

��
	�
%�	����
	
�	��
	������	���
	����
	��	�	����
���	
)
	
�
	��
��	�
�	���
	�
��	��
�	
�	��
�
	��
	
��
������	�
�
�
�	���
	�������	��
	�����
��	����	
������	
�	�
�
��	���	�!
��	1	������
��
�	�
���	
��
�
	������	�����
�	����	����	���
	��	����
����	
����
���	5�	�!�
��
	
�	K��
���
	������	���������	
���	!
	��
	�
	�	��������	
�	�����	�������	
�	�
���
�	
�
	��(
�
��	
����
��
����	�
E���
�
���	!
��

�	
������	���	K��
���
��	$
�
�
��	��	������	��
	�
	�
��F

���
��	�
������
��	
�	������	����	���
	
�	��	��	��
�	�
�	
����	�
���	���
�	K��
���
�	����	K
��
�	��
	�
������
��	
����	���
�	��	����	�
	��
�	��
�	�	�
������
�	��	��	
��
�!�
�	:
�
��	�
�
����	��	&��
	���������	�
���	

���	
��
�	�������	��
	�
�
��	����
�	����	����
��	

(
����
	���
��
���
�	������	�
���	�
����
	�
	

%������
�	��	��
	���
	������	1<	�
����	eats to käkahi



K
Ä

K
A

H
I M

O
N

IT
O

R
IN

G
 G

U
ID

E

6

Threats to käkahi
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Figure 8. The native köaro (Galaxias brevipinnis) a host 
species of the käkahi
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A. Planning your monitoring
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PART TWO: HOW TO HELP MONITOR KÄKAHI
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Box 2: Equipment needed   
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1. Two collection bags (see Appendix 1)

2. A watch or other timing device 

3. A set of vernier calipers. These can be purchased 
from hardware stores.

4. Two stakes

5. Käkahi Monitoring Sheets

6. A pencil 

7. Optional: A 50 metre measuring tape

8. Optional: A handheld GPS 
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Box 3: Remember to stay safe
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Figure 9. A pair searching for käkahi near the northern shore of Lake Wairarapa
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Figure 10. How to measure a käkahi shell
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Figure 11. The four major sections of a käkahi shell
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C. Recording your data
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Figure 12. Examples of the four different levels of shell erosion used to classify käkahi 
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APPENDIX 1. How to make a collection bag
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APPENDIX 2. Käkahi Monitoring Sheet 

DETAILS 

SEARCHERS: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONTACT PERSON: ______________________________________________________________________

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Phone no: ______________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:  _________________________________________________________________________________

DATE: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

START TIME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

DURATION: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

NUMBER OF KÄKAHI FOUND:  ___________________________________________________________

NAME OF WATER BODY: _________________________________________________________________ 

LOCATION:

PHOTO NUMBER: _______________________________________________________________________

EMPTY KÄKAHI SHELLS FOUND IN SEARCH AREA (CIRCLE ONE):  YES    NO

EMPTY KÄKAHI SHELLS FOUND ON STREAM/LAKE BANK (CIRCLE ONE):  YES    NO

NOTES:   ________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
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No. Species

(common, Auckland 
or unknown)

Length (in 
millimetres)

Erosion 
class  

(I, II, III, IV, 
or None)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

No. Species

(common, Auckland 
or unknown)

Length (in 
millimetres)

Erosion 
class  

(I, II, III, IV, 
or None)

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

DATA KÄKAHI MEASUREMENTS
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NOTES

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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NOTES

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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