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Please note these minutes remain unconfirmed until the meeting of the Environment 

Committee on 20 June 2019. 

Report 19.182 
9 May 2019 

File: CCAB-10-720 

 

 

Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 
Thursday 9 May 2019 in the Council Chamber, Greater 
Wellington Regional Council, Level 2, 15 Walter Street, Te Aro, 
Wellington at 9.30am. 
 

Present 

 

Councillors Kedgley (Chair), Blakeley, Brash (Deputy Chair), Donaldson, Gaylor, 

Laban, Lamason, Laidlaw, McKinnon, Ogden (from 9.39am), Ponter, Swain, Staples, 

and Barbie Barton and Ihaia Puketapu (from 9.51am). 

 

 

Public Business 
 

1         Apologies 

   

 There were no apologies. 

2 Declarations of conflict of interest 

 There were no declarations of conflict of interest. 

3 Public Participation  

 There was no public participation. 

4 Confirmation of the public minutes of 14 February 2019 

 Moved  (Cr Kedgley / Cr McKinnon) 

That the Committee confirms the public minutes of the meeting of 21 March 2019, 

Report 19.102. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

Committee agreed to deal with item 6 – Coastal Erosion Plan for Queen Elizabeth Park 

ahead of item 5 – Considering Carbon Neutrality. 
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5 Coastal erosion plan for Queen Elizabeth Park 

Amanda Cox, Manager, Parks, spoke to the report. 

 Report 19.171 File ref: CCAB-10-716 

 Moved (Cr Gaylor / Cr Lamason.) 

That the Committee: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

3. Endorses the draft Coastal erosion Plan for Queen Elizabeth Park.  

The motion was CARRIED. 

Noted: Cr Ogden and Ihaia Puketapu arrived at the meeting during the consideration of the 

above item. 

6 Considering carbon neutrality 

 Luke Troy, General Manager, Strategy, introduced the report. Jake Roos, Climate 

Change Advisor, spoke to the report. 

 Report 19.98 File ref: CCAB-10-703 

 Moved  (Cr Ponter / Cr Blakeley) 

         That the Committee: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

3. Agrees to: 

i. Instruct the Chief Executive to gather available research on the likely 

costs and implications of pathways for possible target dates, and the 

costs of inaction, prior to: 

ii. Setting target dates for carbon neutrality for Council as an 

organisation, with a facilitated workshop-based process, which will then 

report to Council for decision. 

4. Agrees that Greater Wellington should join CDP (formerly known as the 

Carbon Disclosure Project) and seek to integrate this into its annual reporting. 

 The motion was CARRIED.  
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The meeting adjourned, during debate on the above item,- at 10.38am. The meeting 

resumed at 10.48am. Cr Laidlaw returned to the meeting at 10.56am following the vote 

on the above item. 

7 Update from the Climate Change Working Groups   

Suze Keith, Climate Change Advisor, spoke to the report. 

 Report 19.168 File ref: CCAB-10-714 

 Moved (Cr Staples/ Cr Blakeley) 

That the Committee: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

8  General Managers’ report to the Environment Committee meeting on 9 

May 2019 

Wayne O’Donnell, General Manager, Catchment Management, Al Cross, General 

Manager, Environment, and Grant Nalder, Manager Harbours (Harbourmaster) spoke 

to the report. 

  

 Report 19.123 File ref: CCAB-10-711 

Moved  (Cr Gaylor / Cr Laban) 

 That the Committee: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

Noted: The Committee raised concerns about the risks that could arise through ships’ 

officers not effectively being able to communicate with, or understand 

communications from, Beacon Hill due to a poor command of English, and requested 

that officers bring this to the attention of the Finance, Risk and Assurance Committee 

for its consideration.   

The meeting closed at 11.48am. 

 

 

 

Cr S Kedgley 

(Chair) 

 

Date:  
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Report 19.246 

Date 10 June 2019 
File CCAB-10-725 

Committee Environment Committee  

Author Tracy Plane 

 

Climate Change information in the 2018-19 Annual Report 

1. Purpose 

To describe the content that is planned for the Annual Report 2018-19 relating 

to climate change actions taken by council, with an indication of how the 

climate change reporting framework will be developed in the future. 

2. Background 

Over the past eight months, the GW Councillor Climate Change Working 

Group has been examining the issue of how council reports its climate change 

related risks and liabilities to its stakeholders, and how this may be improved. 

This in part has been prompted by an international effort for major 

organisations such as corporations to do the same in relation to their fiduciary 

duties. The Taskforce of Climate-Related Financial Disclosures1 (TCFD) 

reported back on this 2016, and subsequently various organisation have begun 

to build climate change information in line with their recommendations into 

their annual reports. 

Climate change risks and liabilities includes both the level of greenhouse 

emissions created by the organisation and its investments, but also how its 

interests may be directly affected by climate change impacts themselves. This 

along with whatever plans the organisation has to address gaps in its 

knowledge and reduce its exposure to climate change are reported. 

The Council has already committed to the CEMARS programme (which will 

result in a third-party verified emissions inventory report and emissions 

management and reduction plan for the organisation) and CDP, an international 

climate change information disclosure and performance scoring system. CDP 

has a system specifically for cities (local bodies) and is aligned with the TCFD. 

                                                 

 
1 https://www.fsb-tcfd.org/about/ 
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Results from each of these processes will not be available until late in the year, 

and therefore cannot be used for the 2018-19 Annual Report. In future, key 

performance indicators for the Council may be developed using the results of 

CEMARS and CDP. 

3. Comment 

The Councillor working group recommended that in the first instance, a 

narrative about GW’s climate change work be included. The next step would 

be to develop future performance measures to report against.  

 

Presently corporate greenhouse gas emissions are included in the Annual report 

each year, but trends are not shown. This may change if Council agrees to a 

corporate carbon reduction target in the coming months. 

 

The 2018-19 Annual Report climate change reporting would be:  

 

 Both the standard reporting section, as well as a ‘story’ page, where a fuller 

narrative will be included;  

 

 Levels of emissions and other information from the corporate sustainability 

report (where appropriate);  

 

 A description of adaptation work that was undertaken in 2018/19. 

 

4. Communication 

No formal communication is proposed as an outcome of this report other than 

publishing the information described within it in the 2018-19 Annual Report. 

 

5. The decision-making process and significance 

Officers recognise that the matters referenced in this report may have a high 

degree of importance to affected or interested parties. 

The matter requiring decision in this report has been considered by officers 

against the requirements of Part 6 of the Local Government Act 2002 (the Act). 

Part 6 sets out the obligations of local authorities in relation to the making of 

decisions. 

5.1 Significance of the decision 

Part 6 requires Greater Wellington Regional Council to consider the 

significance of the decision. The term ‘significance’ has a statutory definition 

set out in the Act. 

Officers have considered the significance of the matter, taking the Council's 

significance and engagement policy and decision-making guidelines into 

account. Officers recommend that the matter be considered to have low 

significance. 
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Officers do not consider that a formal record outlining consideration of the 

decision-making process is required in this instance. 

5.2 Engagement 

Engagement on the matters contained in this report aligns with the level of 

significance assessed. In accordance with the significance and engagement 

policy, no engagement on the matters for decision is required. 

6. Recommendations 

That the Committee: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

3. Endorses the proposed approach. 

 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 
 
 
 
Jake Roos 

 
 
 
Tracy Plane 

Acting Climate Change 
Advisor 

Strategic & Corporate 
Planning Manager 
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Report 19.268 

Date 13 June 2019 
File CCAB-10-730 

Committee Environment 

Author Suze Keith, Climate Change Advisor 
Andrea Brandon, Climate Change Programme Lead 

Climate Change update 

1 Purpose 

To update the Environment Committee following the latest meetings of the 

Wellington Region Climate Change Working Group and the Greater Wellington 

Regional Council Climate Change Working Group. 

2 Background 

Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC), along with the region’s city and 

district councils, established a Wellington Region Climate Change Working 

Group (WRCCWG) in 2017. GWRC convenes and chairs the group, which 

comprises a councillor from each council across the region and three iwi members 

nominated by Ara Tahi. 

GWRC also has a Climate Change Working Group. This group meets every 6-8 

weeks to discuss climate change matters.  

The Committee has requested regular updates on the two working groups. 

3 Updates from working groups 

3.1 Wellington Region Climate Change Working Group 

The WRCCWG provides a forum for councils and iwi to network, discuss issues, 

share information and, where appropriate, achieve a consistent approach across all 

jurisdictions on climate change mitigation (reducing greenhouse gas emissions) 

and adaptation (preparing for impacts such as sea level rise, drought and enhanced 

natural hazards effects). The WRCCWG is supported by two officer-level groups, 

the Low Carbon Transition Steering Group (mitigation) and the Natural Hazards 

Strategy Working Group. It also has formed a sub-group of both councillors and 

officers to develop a plan for community-led coastal adaptation planning. 

The next meeting for this group is Monday, 17 June. Agenda items include the 

Climate Change Response (Zero Carbon) Amendment Bill and the implications 
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for local government, updates from the Community-led Coastal Adaptation 

subgroup, the Low-Carbon Transition steering group and the Electric Vehicle 

(EV) Strategy group. 

3.2 Greater Wellington Regional Council Climate Change Working Group 

At the 20 May meeting, the GWRC Climate Change Working Group unanimously 

agreed that GWRC should join other councils in declaring a climate emergency, 

and that this issue should be discussed at the next Environment Committee. It is 

noted that a climate emergency needs to be declared by Council, rather than the 

Environment Committee. Recommendation 3 of this report reflects the intent of 

the working group and requests the Chief Executive to bring a paper to Council on 

this issue on 25 June. This recommendation was prepared by Cr Sue Kedgley, 

Chair of the Environment Committee and Cr Roger Blakeley, Chair of the GWRC 

Climate Change Working Group.  

The group discussed GWRC’s recent membership with the Carbon Disclosure 

Project (CDP). CDP is a globally recognised reporting framework which enables 

GWRC to assess its risk exposure to climate change regulatory and physical 

impacts. There was a discussion on how GWRC may use this framework for 

reporting in the future, e.g. in Annual Reports. 

The LGNZ remit, regarding the establishment of an independent expert group 

group to progress the development of a new funding policy framework for 

adapting to climate change impacts (as recommended by the Ministry for the 

Environment Climate Change Adaptation Technical Working Group), was 

approved by four other councils and since has been lodged with LGNZ for 

consideration.  

Letters have been drafted to GWRC’s Council-controlled organisations to alert 

them to GWRC’s investigation of setting a target for becoming carbon neutral and 

seeking their interest in following suit. 

The EV Strategy has been approved and distributed amongst councillors and 

officials of the territorial authorities.  

4 Other updates 

The Zero Carbon Workshop has been considered by the Executive Leadership 

Team and the Environment Committee and will be progressed in the coming 

months. The Preparing Coastal Communities for Climate Change Report has been 

completed and members of the adaptation subgroup of the Wellington Region 

Climate Change Working Group are liaising with all councils to arrange a joint 

communications plan for its release. 

The Wellington Region 2050 Emissions Calculator has been completed and is 

available for use. The tool is easy to use and can be found here: 

https://gwrc.2050calculator.nz/.  

Parliament’s Environment Select Committee has invited submissions to the 

Climate Change Response (Zero Carbon) Amendment Bill which was introduced 

to Parliament in May. A GWRC submission is being prepared and the deadline is 
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16 July. Councillors will receive an update on this shortly. In the meantime 

feedback to officers is welcome and the Bill can be found here: 

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2019/0136/latest/LMS183736.htm

l.   

5 Communication 

No external communication is proposed as an outcome of the consideration of this 

report. 

6 Consideration of climate change 

The matters addressed in this report have been considered by officers in accordance 

with the process set out in the Greater Wellington’s Climate Change Consideration 

Guide. Because this report addresses the actions of Greater Wellington’s Climate 

Change Strategy directly, climate change assessments are not required. 

7 The decision-making process and significance 

The matters requiring decision in this report have been considered by officers 

against the requirements of Part 6 of the Local Government Act 2002 (the Act).  

7.1 Significance of the decision 

 Part 6 requires GWRC to consider the significance of the decision. The term 

‘significance’ has a statutory definition set out in the Act. 

 Officers have considered the significance of the matter, taking the Council's 

significance and engagement policy and decision-making guidelines into account. 

Officers recommend that the matter be considered to have low significance. 

Officers do not consider that a formal record outlining consideration of the 

decision-making process is required in this instance. 

7.2 Engagement 

No engagement is required. 

8 Recommendations 

That the Committee: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

3. Requests the Chief Executive to prepare a report to the 25 June Council 

meeting recommending that Council support the declaration of a climate 

emergency, as proposed by a recommendation adopted at Council's Climate 

Change Working Group. This report should note the legislative context; the 

urgent need to reduce climate emissions and transition to a low carbon 

economy; the need for greater government action to encourage the 

electrification of public transport; uptake of electric vehicles and funding to 
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support climate change adaptation work; the process undertaken by other local 

governments in New Zealand; the work already underway or planned by 

Greater Wellington to address climate change; the need to collaborate with iwi 

and other Councils and the wider community on further implementation of 

actions to reduce our emissions, and any implications of such a declaration for 

Greater Wellington.  

 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

 

Suze Keith 

 

Luke Troy 
Climate Change Advisor 
 
Andrea Brandon 
Programme Lead – Climate 
Change 

General Manager, Strategy  
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Report 2019.247 

Date 11 June 2019 
File CCAB-10-726 

Committee Environment Committee 

Author Francie Morrow – Project Manager, FMPs 

Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga Floodplain Management 
Plan 

1. Purpose 

To seek endorsement of the Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga Floodplain 

Management Plan (FMP), as recommended by the Te Kāuru Upper 

Ruamāhanga Floodplain Management Plan Subcommittee (Te Kāuru FMP 

Subcommittee). 

2. Background 

The Te Kāuru FMP establishes a framework for Greater Wellington Regional 

Council (the Council) to proactively manage flood and erosion risks throughout 

the Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga catchment. The overall vision for the 

catchment seeks to establish: 

“A connected, resilient, prosperous and sustainable community, proud of its 

rivers, that is involved in managing flood risks in a manner that recognises 

local identity and protects, enhances or restores natural and cultural 

values” 

The Te Kāuru FMP represents the culmination of seven (7) years of 

investigating, testing and consulting on the most appropriate and 

comprehensive approach for managing the flood and erosion risks to rural and 

urban land within the Te Kāuru catchment. A suite of methods for the 

management of flood and erosion risks are set out and together these provide 

for a comprehensive and long term approach. 

The Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga Floodplain Management Plan 

Subcommittee (Te Kāuru Subcommittee) is responsible for the development 

and adoption of the Te Kāuru Floodplain Management Plan (FMP). 

The FMP has been developed in collaboration with Masterton District Council 

(MDC), Carterton District Council (CDC), Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa, 
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Rangitāne o Wairarapa, and the wider community, primarily through 

Subcommittee. 

At its meeting on 21 March 2019, the Environment Committee resolved to 

release the proposed Te Kāuru FMP for a final round of formal public 

consultation. The proposed Te Kāuru FMP incorporated all three volumes of 

the draft Te Kāuru FMP and the changes made from the public engagement on 

these draft volumes. 

3. Consultation and submissions received 

The formal consultation period on the proposed Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga 

Floodplain Management Plan (Te Kāuru), ran from 13 March to 14 April 2019. 

Consultation events and activities were largely based between 23 March and 7 

April 2019. Submissions closed on 14 April 2019. The purpose of this 

consultation was to present the proposed Te Kāuru Floodplain Management 

Plan to the community and seek submissions on the plan. In total 532 people 

were directly engaged with over this period with many more reached through 

publications such as a catchment wide brochure drop, newspaper, radio and 

social media activities. A summary of each of the engagement and consultation 

processes undertaken over the course of this project is included as Attachment 

1 of this report.  

Submissions on the proposed Te Kāuru FMP were received online (by online 

form), email and postal mail. Submissions closed on 14 April 2019. A total of 

sixty-one (61) submissions (including five (5) late submissions) were received. 

Eight (8) submissions were received in support of the proposed Te Kāuru FMP 

and thirteen (13) were neutral. Forty (40) submissions oppose the proposed Te 

Kāuru FMP either in whole or part.  

The submissions received express a mix of support and opposition to the 

proposed Te Kāuru FMP. At a broad level: 

 Submissions in support of Te Kāuru provide support for the overall 

approach of developing the FMP, consultation undertaken with 

riverside landowners, the direction of the FMP and the approach of 

giving the river more room to move, the recognition of changing 

community values and mindsets, the recognition of the importance of 

natural river systems and their ecology, and the governance and funding 

structures. 

 Submissions in opposition to the Te Kāuru FMP raise concerns in terms 

of the FMP development process, its supporting information, its 

proposed implementation (including concerns with the proposed 

governance and funding structures), the river management approach 

including buffers and the implications for affected property owners, 

particularly in terms of loss of private land, damage to infrastructure, 

and increased weed and pest management demands.  

The matters raised by written submissions and oral presentations are 

summarised under the following key themes.  
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1. Te Kāuru Vision, Principles and Aims 

2. Te Kāuru Development Process 

3. Te Kāuru Implementation 

4. River Management Approach 

5. Buffer Management 

6. Stopbanks and Structural Responses 

7. Consideration of Cultural Values 

8. Environmental Enhancement 

9. Other issues raised 

4. Report from Te Kāuru Hearing Subcommittee 

On 11 April 2019, the Te Kāuru FMP Subcommittee resolved to establish a Te 

Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga FMP Hearing Subcommittee (Hearing 

Subcommittee) to consider all written and oral submissions on the proposed Te 

Kāuru FMP. The Te Kāuru FMP Subcommittee also adopted terms of 

reference for the Hearing Subcommittee (GWRC Report 2019.120). 

The Hearing Subcommittee met on 29 and 30 April 2019 to hear 20 oral 

presentations and consider all the 61 written and 20 oral submissions received 

on the proposed Te Kāuru FMP. The deliberations of the Hearing 

Subcommittee were adjourned on 30 April and reconvened on 22 May 2019 to 

allow consideration of the results of the draft independent model audit report 

prepared by Land River Sea Consulting Ltd.  

The Hearing Subcommittee recommendations were reported to the Te Kāuru 

Subcommittee on 11 June 2019 (Report 2019.232). This included: noting the 

interim status of the flood hazard maps within the FMP; the removal of the 

flood hazard maps for the Waipoua urban area (Reach 13); and removal of the 

detail of future flood management options for the Masterton urban area which 

will be determined during Stage 1 of implementation of the FMP. 

The recommendations within the Hearings Subcommittee report have been 

undertaken and are included in the Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga FMP as 

Attachment 2 of this report. 

5. Report from Te Kāuru FMP Subcommittee 

It is recommended by the Te Kāuru Subcommittee that the Environment 

Committee endorses the Te Kāuru FMP for consideration and adoption by 

Council. 

6. Communication 

All submitters and key stakeholders will be advised by letter once the Plan has 

been approved by Council. 

Environment Committee 20 June 2019 Order Paper - Te K?uru Upper Ruam?hanga Floodplain Management Plan

15



TE KĀURU UPPER RUAMĀHANGA FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT PLAN PAGE 4 OF 5 

7. Consideration of climate change 

The matters addressed in this report have been considered by officers in 

accordance with the process set out in the GWRC Climate Change 

Consideration Guide. 

7.1 Mitigation assessment 

Mitigation assessments are concerned with the effect of the matter on the 

climate (i.e. the greenhouse gas emissions generated or removed from the 

atmosphere as a consequence of the matter) and the actions taken to reduce, 

neutralise or enhance that effect. 

Officers have considered the effect of the matter on the climate. Officers 

recommend that the matter will have an effect that is not considered 

significant. 

Officers note that the matter does not affect the Council’s interests in the 

Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) or the Permanent Forest Sink Initiative 

(PFSI)  

7.2 Adaptation assessment 

Adaptation assessments relate to the impacts of climate change (e.g. sea level 

rise or an increase in extreme weather events), and the actions taken to 

address or avoid those impacts.  

GWRC plans for climate change in assessing the degree of future flood hazard 

and in determining an appropriate response. There are only specific, limited 

situations in which climate change is not relevant (for example, planning for 

present-day emergency management).  

In assessing flood hazard and determining appropriate structural and/or non-

structural responses in areas subject to flood risk, GWRC is applying a rainfall 

increase of 20% to the flood hydrology in the FMP to account for climate 

change over the next 100 years. 

Guidance from the Ministry for the Environment will be updated from time to 

time and our approach will be revised in line with any updates. 

8. The decision-making process and significance 

8.1 The decision-making process 

Officers recognise that the matters referenced in this report may have a high 

degree of importance to affected or interested parties. 

The matters requiring decision in this report have been considered by officers 

against the requirements of Part 6 of the Local Government Act 2002 (the Act). 

Part 6 sets out the obligations of local authorities in relation to the making of 

decisions.  

The subject matter of this report concludes a decision-making process on a 

matter that has been assessed to be of high significance within the meaning of 

the Local Government Act 2002. 
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The process has involved the identification and detailed analysis of options, 

and identification of options for public consultation. This report outlines the 

process of consultation followed, the feedback received and the consideration 

of that feedback. 

Once the FMP has been approved, the next step in this project will be 

developing an implementation plan, including undertaking the 

recommendations of the independent modelling audit as a priority.  

8.2 Engagement 

Through the Te Kāuru FMP development process there have been a number of 

stages of engagement and consultation with the community, riverside 

landowners, local councils, iwi, and many other groups and organisations. The 

Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga Floodplain Management Plan Subcommittee (Te 

Kāuru FMP Subcommittee) has received a number of reports detailing the 

various stages of engagement and consultation and the feedback received. 

Various changes were made to the FMP as a result of these processes, which 

were workshopped and reported to the Te Kāuru FMP Subcommittee and 

reported to the Environment Committee. A summary of the engagement and 

consultation process is included as Attachment 1 to this report.  

In accordance with the significance and engagement policy, officers 

determined that the appropriate level of engagement is informing and 

consulting.  

9. Recommendations 

That the Subcommittee: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

3. Endorses the Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga River Floodplain 

Management Plan for consideration and adoption by Council. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: Report approved by: Report approved by: 

Francie Morrow Andy Brown Alistair J N Allan Wayne O’Donnell 

Project Manager – 
Floodplain 
Management Plans 

Team Leader, 
Investigations, 
Strategy and Planning 

Manager (Acting), 
Flood Protection 

General Manager, 
Catchment 
Management 

 

 

Attachment 1: Summary of engagement and consultation 
Attachment 2: Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga Floodplain Management Plan 
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Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga 
Floodplain Management Plan 

Summary of Communications and 
Engagement Process 

 

 

For more information, contact the Greater Wellington Regional Council: 

         

 

www.gw.govt.nz 
info@gw.govt.nz 

 

Attachment 1 to Report 19.247 
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1. Summary of engagement 
Floodplain management planning consists of three phases, and community involvement is 

important throughout all three phases. Community involvement is needed to ensure the 

success of the development and ultimately implementation of a floodplain management plan.  

Throughout the development of the Te Kāuru Upper Ruamahanga Floodplain Management 

Plan (Te Kāuru FMP), over 1,600 interactions with people from a wide range of 

stakeholders and community groups (including Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa, Rangitāne o 

Wairarapa, the community, key stakeholders and local authorities (Masterton and Carterton 

District Councils), and the other interest groups and businesses). Table 1 summarises the 

engagement periods that have been undertaken. 

Table 1: Summary of stages of engagement 

Stage Dates Purpose 
Number of people 

engaged* 

Phase One: Investigations 

 

2012 to 2014 

To engage with the community to identify 

and confirm flood issues, values for the 

floodplain, Te Kāuru FMP objectives 

Not recorded 

Flood 

hazard 

information 

release 

August 2014 

To seek feedback from affected 

landowners on the flood hazard and 

provide them with an opportunity to talk it 

through and ask any questions they had 

355 

Phase Two: Identify and Assess Management Options 

 

2015 to 2019 

To engage with the community to identify 

and assess the management options against 

the Te Kāuru FMP objectives 

Not recorded 

Stage 1 
16 July to 16 

September 2018 

To seek feedback on draft versions of 

Volume 1 – Background and Overview 

and Volume 2 – Location Specific Values, 

Issues and Responses 

400 

Stage 2a 
1 to 11 

November 2018 

To present updated draft flood maps for 

the Waipoua River through Masterton 

urban area  

140 

Stage 2b 
6 to 9 

December 2018 

To discuss with the public the possible 

flood management approaches and options 

for the Waipoua River through the 

Masterton urban area 

81 

Stage 2c 
23 February to 

5 March 2019 

To seek feedback and discuss the proposed 

flood management approaches for the 

Waipoua river through Masterton urban 

area, Volume 3. 

189 

Phase Three: Prepare draft Floodplain Management Plan 

Stage 3 
13 March to 14 

April 2019 

Formal consultation period. 

To present the proposed Te Kāuru FMP to 

the community and seek submissions on 

the plan.  

532 

Total number of engagements with people 1,697* 
*This number does not include social media, website hits or external publications 
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2. Phase One: Investigations 
The purpose of engagement during this first phase is to identify and confirm flood issues, 

values for the floodplain, FMP objectives. This enables a better understanding of the flood 

and erosion risks within the catchment to be collated and for additional data to be collected 

that may otherwise have been missed. 

2.1 Establishment of the Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga Floodplain Management 
Plan Subcommittee 
As part of this initial scoping from 2012, it was recommended that an Upper Valley 

Floodplain Management Subcommittee be formed to ensure there was broader 

representation in the decision making process for the development of the FMP. The 

recommendation for how to develop the FMP and for a subcommittee to be established was 

endorsed at an Environmental Wellbeing Committee meeting on the 11th of September 2012. 

In February 2014 that Council signed off on the establishment of the Te Kāuru Upper 

Ruamāhanga Floodplain Management Plan Subcommittee. The first meeting of the 

Subcommittee was held shortly after in April 2014. 

To ensure wider representation for those making the decisions, the Subcommittee was made 

up of appointees from the following: community, Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa, Rangitāne 

o Wairarapa, existing scheme committees, Masterton District Council (MDC), Carterton 

District Council (CDC) and GWRC. 

2.2 2012 – 2014 General Engagement Overview 
Work began on the scoping and development of the Te Kāuru FMP in mid-2012.  

Throughout Phase One engagement (2012 until 2014) the community and stakeholders were 

informed and invited to engage with the project via newspaper articles, direct 

correspondence, and a range of presentations at community organisation meetings. The local 

authorities (MDC & CDC) and relevant GWRC committees were informed and engaged in 

the process with regular reports and presentations. The councils and committees also made 

key decisions when required. 

Some of the main points of communication and engagement from this initial engagement are 

outlined below. 

 In early 2013 a letter was sent to rate payers who contribute to the river management 

schemes in the Upper Wairarapa. The letter was to inform them that the process for 

developing the FMP had started and included a newsletter to provide additional 

information. A letter and newsletter was also sent out to notify those who are part of 

the scheme advisory committees. 

 In mid to late 2013 a presentation on the project purpose, structure, values and 

general overview was given at the relevant scheme meetings within the catchment, as 

well as to Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa representatives, Rangitāne o Wairarapa 

representatives and key stakeholders including Wellington Fish & Game; Ducks 

Unlimited; Wairarapa Paddlers; Jet Boaters; Wairarapa Fishing Club; and a number 

of the Lions and Rotary Clubs.  

 Presentations and discussions were also held with the Farmers Reference Group to 

ensure they were updated on the scope, extent, progress and key issues. 
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 Through 2014 further presentations and meetings with river management scheme 

committees, Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa, Rangitāne o Wairarapa, community 

groups and organisations and stakeholders occurred. These presentations focused on 

the modelling outputs and associated changes to flood risk, values and issues, and the 

scope for Phase Two. These presentations were a chance for those attending to 

provide feedback on what was being proposed. 

2.3 2014 Flood Hazard Information Release 
In August 2014, GWRC produced draft flood hazard maps, for public information release, 

for the Upper Ruamāhanga Catchment. Prior to release the draft hazard maps GWRC, CDC 

and MDC worked to review and prepare the maps for public information release.  

2.3.1 2014 Flood Hazard Information Release Activities 

 Flood hazard information was sent out to about 3,000 flood affected properties in the 

Upper Ruamāhanga catchment on 22 August 2014. 

 Following the release via post of this information GWRC received 155 enquires from 

individual properties (up until 12 Sept 2014). The project team worked to resolve 

individual issues related to the information face-to-face, by phone and by email. 

 On 30 August 2014, following the release of flood hazard information, a community 

open day was held in the Masterton Town Hall for all those at risk of flooding. This 

provided attendees the opportunity to talk with the officers and ask questions they 

had on the information and record their thoughts and concerns about the maps, as 

well as input into the wider floodplain management planning process. Over 300 

people attended this event. Large flood maps were available for people to provide 

comments on directly and attendees were also given feedback forms to fill out if they 

wanted to.  

 Approximately 90 feedback forms were received from this open day. 

 Meetings were held with MDC officers, CDC officers, Ngāti Kahungunu ki 

Wairarapa, and Rangitāne o Wairarapa, and key stakeholders around the flood hazard 

information throughout the latter half of 2014. 

  

 

Figure 2: Te Kāuru Subcommittee Chair Bob Francis 

talking to the public at the 2014 open day 

 

Figure 1: Te Kāuru Project Team Member, Mark Hooker 

talking to the public over flood hazard maps at the 2014 

open day 
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2.3.2 2014 Flood Hazard Information Release Outcomes 
Feedback from the community, as well as a MDC following the release of these maps raised 

some concerns around the accuracy of the maps. The key concerns raised were as follows. 

 Approach and basis (assumptions and estimates) used in the hydrology for the 

ungauged portion of the Waipoua catchment affecting the Masterton urban area 

flood hazard 

 Assumptions used for climate change (what are they and why) 

 Calibration with the 1998 flood gauging for the Waipoua River in urban 

Masterton, in terms of design flow and return period 

 Defining and describing ‘freeboard’ and how it is applied and why it is 

necessary 

 Consistent use and definition of key terms (e.g. ‘flood risk level’ vs ‘flood water 

level’)”. 

As a result of the above concerns the Waipoua Officers Working Group, comprising of 

planning and engineering officers from MDC and GWRC, was established in mid-2015. 

Details of this can be found in Section 3.2. 

3. Phase Two: Identify and assess management options 
Phase Two of floodplain management planning looks to identify, assess, and select 

management options against the FMP objectives. 

Following the general engagement events, three draft volumes of the Te Kāuru FMP were 

produced. Below is an outline of what each volume included. 

 Volume 1: This volume describes why we need Te Kāuru, the vision, the aims, the 

suite of responses and common methods that will be used, how the plan will be 

implemented, and how the community can contribute. 

 Volume 2: This volume looks at the different location specific management options 

to be delivered across the rural areas of the Te Kāuru catchment. 

 Volume 3: This volume outlines the management outcomes in relation to the 

Waipoua River through the Masterton urban area. 

The draft volumes were released for at each stage of engagement. Feedback was sought 

from the community and key stakeholders on the different volumes of the draft FMP during 

Stages 1 and 2 of the Phase Two engagement process. 

3.1 2015 – 2019 General Engagement Overview 
Phase Two engagement occurred between 2015 and 2018, it involved direct correspondence 

with affected parties and stakeholders, newspaper articles, social media posts, and 

presentation format information sharing. MDC, CDC, and GWRC Councillor Committees 

were engaged throughout the process and provided feedback and comments that allowed for 

key decisions to be made.  

Some of the key engagement activities during this engagement period are as follows. 

 21 February 2015 members of the project team had a stall at the Masterton A & P 

Show to inform the community of the projects progress and answer any questions. 
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 4 August 2015 members of the project team discussed the future of the Kopuaranga 

Scheme and possible extension with landowners at a town hall meeting. 

 Two drop-in centres in Masterton were held for landowners on the eastern rivers in 

December 2015 to discuss the options for management of the rivers and seek their 

feedback. A letter was sent to the landowners notifying them of the upcoming 

sessions. 

 2015 to 2016 there were a number of meetings held with MDC to discuss different 

aspects of the plan including the flood mapping, options for minimising the risk to 

Masterton, the possible impacts on QE Park from the options, options for the 

management of risk to River Road properties, and wider implications of the FMP. 

 In February 2017, eight focus groups with landowners were held to discuss some of 

the main themes of Volume 1 and 2, such as giving the river more room, and to get 

further feedback from the landowners on the themes. These groups included a site 

visit and a round table discussion component 

 July to September 2018 was the first stage of engagement on the draft Volume 1 and 

2 of the FMP (discussed in Section 3.3 below). 

 November 2018 until March 2019 saw the second stage of engagement occur in three 

parts, this time focusing on the draft Volumes 1 and 3 of the FMP (discussed in 

Section 3.4 below). 

3.2 Waipoua Officers Working Group 
The Waipoua Officer Working Group (WOWG) was established in mid-2015 with 

officers from GWRC and MDC, and built upon earlier meetings held between planning 

and engineering officers at those councils. Officers were a mix of technical specialists 

(e.g. hydrologists, flood modeller, engineers) and management or planning personnel 

(e.g. district planner, project managers, utility and infrastructure managers).  

The following officers from the key organisations involved in WOWG were: 

 Susan Borrer (GWRC Engineering Modeller);  

 Mark Hooker (GWRC Project Engineer) 

 Alistair Allan and Francie Morrow (GWRC Project Managers); 

 Sue Southey (MDC Manager of Building and Planning); 

 James Li (MDC Utility Services Manager); 

 David Hopman (MDC Asset and Operations Manager); 

 Ken Downing (MDC Technical Services Officer); 

 Michael Hewison (Independent Consultant for CDC) and; 

 Hamish Wesney (Boffa Miskell – Facilitator for WOWG). 

The meetings from time to time, also extended to include briefings with Pim Borren 

(CE MDC), Graeme Campbell (Manager, Flood Protection, GWRC), Wayne O’Donnell 

(General Manager, GWRC).  

Table 2 outlines a time line of WOWG meetings, their topics and key decisions from 

these meetings 
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Table 2: Timeline of WOWG Meeting Dates, Topics and Key Decisions 

Date Meeting Topics Key Decisions 

30 October 2015 - Project Plan Project Plan confirmed 

13 November 2015 - Climate Change 

- Freeboard 

- Key Terms 

 

28 January 2016 - Draft MWH Rainfall-Runoff 

Modelling Report 

- Reviewer of Rainfall-Runoff 

Modelling Report 

Peer reviewer selected 

21 April 2016 - Peer Review of Rainfall-Runoff 

Modelling Report 

- Modelling Outputs 

Preliminary list of model outputs 

22 June 2016 - Final MWH Rainfall-Runoff 

Modelling Report 

Hydrology parameters 

4 July 2017 - Modelling Update 

- Climate Change 

- Freeboard 

- Model Review/Audit Process 

Re-confirmed hydrology 

parameters 

Climate change factor 

Sensitivity testing factors 

18 December 2017 - Modelling Update 

- Calibration 

- Sensitivity testing 

Flow for Colombo Road in 1998 

flood event adjusted 

Calibration flood events 

Model outputs 

27 February 2018 - 1998 Flood Calibration 

- 2012 Flood Calibration 

- Peer Review of Model 

- Sensitivity Scenarios 

Reviewer/auditor of model selected 

8 June 2018 - Model Peer Review Outcomes  

- 1998 Flood Calibration 

- Climate Change 

- Sensitivity Scenarios Results 

Accepted model peer review 

findings 

Re-confirmed climate change 

factor 

26 July 2018 - Sensitivity Scenarios Results 

- Producing Flood Hazard Maps 

Sensitivity scenarios to be used for 

flood hazard maps 

Flood hazard maps to be produced 

24 August 2018 - 1947 Flood Information 

- Sensitivity Scenarios Results 

- Draft Flood Hazard Maps 

Re-confirmed sensitivity scenarios 

to be used for flood hazard maps 

24 September 2018 - 1947 Flood Information 

- Sensitivity Scenarios Report 

- Terminology 

Flood Hazard Maps 

5 February 2019 - Flood Hazard Maps and GIS Data 

- Ruamahanga/Waipoua Confluence 

- Proposed Response to Waipoua urban 

reach for inclusion in FMP 

- Engagement on Draft FMP 

Flood Hazard Maps 

Waipoua urban reach response 

5 June 2019 - Independent Audit Report Findings 

and Recommendations 

All recommendations in Audit 

Report to be implemented and 

changes to FMP 
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3.3 Stage 1 Engagement Overview 
Stage 1 engagement ran from 16 July to 16 September 2018. The purpose of this 

engagement was to seek feedback on the draft versions of Volume 1 and 2. 

Approximately 400 people engaged with us at numerous events, with many more reached 

via external publications, social media, and the Te Kāuru website and radio interviews.  

Table 3: Number of people attending coffee groups (by river) 

Coffee Group Number of people who attended 

Waingawa Coffee Groups 34 

Waipoua Coffee Groups 20 

Ruamahanga Coffee Groups 59 

Kopuaranga Coffee Groups 13 

Whangaehu Coffee Group 5 

Taueru Coffee Group 3 

Table 4: Number of people engage with at Stage 1 events 

Event Number of people engaged with 

Coffee Group Meetings 134 

Masterton Farmers Market 126 

Carterton Farmers Markets 96 

Emailed feedback 10 

Posted feedback 3 

Online feedback 13 

Drop-in Centres 25 

TOTAL 407 

3.3.1 Stage 1 Engagement activities  
A 12-page summary document was produced to provide the public with a concise summary 

of Volume 1. Within the summary document we also included: a feedback form (which 

could be free posted back); one-page summary of how Te Kāuru links with the Ruamāhanga 

Whaitua. This was the main document for handing out at all consultation events. 

During Stage 1 Engagement, Te Kāuru project team and Subcommittee members attended 

engagement activities including: 

 Rural Landowner engagement 

- 22 small group discussions, called ‘coffee groups’, which were hosted by 

members of the community for riverside landowners; 

- Individual letters were also sent to all riverside landowners in the Te Kāuru 

catchment (467 people); 
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Figure 3: Mia who attended one of the coffee group meetings (July 2018) 

 

 Stalls at the Farmers Market  

- Masterton (11 Aug, 1 Sept & 8 Sept 2018) 

- Carterton (12 Aug & 2 Sept 2018) 

 
 Three drop-in centres;  

- Gladstone (4 Sept 2018) 

- Carterton  (6 Sept 2018)  

- Masterton (8 Sept 2018) 

 
Figure 4: GWRC Councillor Adrienne Staples talking to the public at the 

Carterton Farmers Market (August 2018) 
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Figure 5: Drop-in centre set up in Gladstone (September 2018) 

 

 A district wide brochure drop to Masterton and a brochure drop to those in the Te 

Kāuru catchment in the Carterton district 

 

 Media and social  media 

- Information in the local papers; 

- Social media campaigns; 

- Paid radio interviews with Chair of the Te Kāuru Subcommittee Bob Francis and 

Councillor Adrienne Staples; 

- Information on the Te Kāuru website. 

3.3.2 Stage 1 Engagement Outcomes 
Stage 1 engagement highlighted a number of areas were further work was needed, such as 

‘how will pest plants and animals be managed?’ or ‘how will the planting be implemented?’ 

As a result the project team undertook a number of work streams to ensure the key themes 

were addressed.  

All of these work streams resulted in changes and clarifications within the draft FMP and in 

turn answered the questions people had asked throughout the engagement period. A separate 

response to specific questions asked during the coffee meetings was sent to each attendee. 

3.4 Stage 2 Engagement Overview 
The purposed of Stage 2 was to seek feedback on Volume 1 and 3 of Te Kāuru, with 

particular emphasis on Volume 3.  

Stage Two engagement was broken into three sub-stages, which were used to talk to the 

community about different aspects of the management for the flood risk from the Waipoua 

River through the Masterton urban area. The stages, their purpose and number of attendees 

by event is summarised in Table 5. 
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Table 5: Stage 2 Engagement Statistics 

 Stage 2A Stage 2B Stage 2C 

Date 1 – 11 Nov 2018 6 – 9 Dec 2018 23 Feb – 3 Mar 

2019 

Purpose Engagement on 

updated draft flood 

maps for 

Masterton urban 

area. 

Engagement of possible 

flood management 

approaches for 

Masterton urban area. 

Engagement on the 

proposed flood 

management 

approaches for 

Masterton urban 

area. 

 Number of people who attended* 

Meeting with 

Oxford St 

Residents 

12 24 15 

Masterton 

Farmers Market 

60 20 53 

Masterton Car 

boot sale 

64 34 107 

Drop-in centres 4 3 1 

Papawai & 

Kaikōkirikiri 

Trusts Meeting 

- - 6 

Waipoua Kaitiaki 

Group Meeting 

- - 7 

Total 140 81 189 

*This number does not include social media, website hits or external publications 

3.4.1 Stage 2A Engagement  

(a) Activities 
Stage 2A engagement sought feedback on the updated draft flood maps for the Waipoua 

River through Masterton urban area. During this time engagement took the follow forms: 

 A small group information session with residents of Oxford Street (7 November 

2018) 

 Stalls at the Masterton Farmers Markets on two consecutive weekends (3 and 10 

November 2018) 

 Stalls at the Masterton Car Boot Sale on two consecutive weekends (4 and 11 

November 2018) 

 A drop-in session at the Masterton Library (7 November 2018) 

 A letter and information drop to all residents and property owners in Oxford 

Street and affected areas of Akura Road 

 Sit down with operators of Mawley Park 

 Information in the Wairarapa Times Age (advertorial) 

 Social media campaigns  
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 Information on the Te Kāuru website 

(b) Outcomes 
Stage 2A engagement highlighted an on-going mistrust of flood risk mapping in the 

Masterton community. There was also a general appreciation from some community 

members of assessing the risk, and planning for management of the risk in the future. 

3.4.2 Stage 2B Engagement  

(a) Activities 
Stage 2B engagement ran from 6 to 9 December 2018 and was to discuss with the public the 

possible flood management approaches and options for the Waipoua River through the 

Masterton urban area. A brochure outlining five flood management approaches was 

developed to distribute and discuss with the community.  

Engagement took the follow forms: 

 A letter and brochure drop to all residents and property owners in Oxford Street 

and affected areas of Akura Road 

 A small group information session with residents of Oxford Street (6 December 

2018) 

 Stalls at the Masterton Farmers Market and Car Boot Sale (8 and 9 December 

2018) 

 A drop-in session at the Masterton Club (8 December 2018) 

 Information in the Wairarapa Times Age (advertisement) 

 Social media campaign 

 Information on the Te Kāuru website 

(b) Outcomes 
During each of the engagement sessions we had pages with each of the five flood 

management options on tables for people to put stickers on which options they supported. 

The results are listed in Table 6. 

Table 6: Support for the differnt flood management options – community 

Flood management option Number supporting 

Upgrade or construct stopbanks 8 

Improve conveyance of flood water 8 

Increase upstream storage 25 

Flood resilience and community preparedness 9 

Catchment management 9 

The community conversations were generally positive, and the community was pleased that 

plans were being made to manage flood risk. It was quite obvious from community feedback 

that dams were thought of as a great opportunity for both flood protection and water storage. 

However when this option was reviewed the costs were prohibitive. 

There was a desire from most people we spoke with to manage the risk of flooding to 

Oxford Street as soon as possible. The residents of Oxford Street will need to remain a key 

stakeholder group for particular engagement and consideration, particularly during 

implementation of the FMP.  
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3.4.3 Stage 2C Engagement 

(a) Activities 
Stage 2C engagement was run from 23 February to 3 March 2019 to seek feedback and 

discuss the proposed flood management approaches for the Waipoua River through 

Masterton urban area, Volume 3. 

An A4 folded brochure was delivered to all properties in the Te Kāuru catchment outlining 

the proposed five stage approach. The 12 page summary document, along with a letter 

inviting residents to a session at Mawley Park, was delivered to all houses on Oxford Street. 

Posters advertising when and where Te Kāuru engagement would take place were put up in 

several locations in Masterton: New World, Pak’n’Save, Public library (along with a 

Volume 1 and 3), Aratoi, and the MDC offices. 

An updated version of Volume 1, as well as a summary of changes that were made to 

Volume 1, were also available.  

The engagement took a number of forms, including: 

 A meeting with members of the Papawai & Kaikōkirikiri Trusts (25 February 

2019) 

 A small group information session with members of a Waipoua Kaitiaki group 

(26 February 2019) 

 A letter and brochure drop to all residents and property owners in Oxford Street 

and affected areas of Akura Road 

 A small group information session with residents of Oxford Street (27 February 

2019) 

 Stalls at the Masterton Farmers Market and Car Boot Sale (23/24 February and 

2/3 March 2019) 

 Two drop-in sessions at the Masterton Club (28 February and 2 March 2019) 

 Information in the Wairarapa Times Age and Wairarapa Midweek 

(advertisements) 

 Social media campaign 

 Information on the Te Kāuru website 

(b) Outcomes 
The conversations we had during Stage 2C engagement were varied, as always, but almost 

everyone we spoke to supported the idea of a staged approach for implementing the 

outcomes for the Masterton urban area. The concept of gathering more data was 

acknowledged as important, particularly during the small group discussions. 

Following this engagement, feedback had been collected on all three volumes of the FMP. 

The next steps were to take the volumes and appropriate feedback and combine it into a 

single proposed Floodplain Management Plan. This was then presented to the community 

through a formal consultation process, named Stage 3 engagement. 

4. Phase Three: Preparation of the Floodplain Management Plan 
Phase three of floodplain management planning is about achieving sustainable solutions. 

The purpose of this phase was to formally consult and seek submissions on the proposed 
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Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga Floodplain Management Plan (a combination of Volumes 

1, 2 and 3).  

4.1 Stage 3 Engagement Overview 
Stage 3 was the formal consultation period on the proposed Te Kāuru Upper Ruamāhanga 

Floodplain Management Plan (Te Kāuru), which ran from 13 March to 14 April 2019. 

Consultation events and activities were largely based between 23 March and 7 April 2019. 

Submissions closed on 14 April 2019. 

The purpose of this consultation was to present the proposed Te Kāuru Floodplain 

Management Plan to the community and seek submissions on the plan. Volumes 1, 2 and 3 

have been combined into one document containing Part 1 – Background and Overview and 

Part 2 – Location Specific Values, Issues and Responses. 

Overall approximately 530 people engaged with us at events, with many more reached 

through the external publications such as the newspaper and social media. 

Table 7: Number of people engage with at Stage 3 events 

Event Number of people engaged with 

Bankside BBQ 85 

Train station handouts 190 

Masterton Farmers Market 116 

Carterton Farmers Market 40 

Masterton Car Boot Sale 94 

Farming for the Future 5 

Aratoi’s Opening of WAI 2 

Total 532 

4.1.1 Stage 3 Engagement Activities 
A 20-page summary document was produced to provide the public with a concise summary 

of the proposed FMP. Within the summary document we also included: a submission form; 

guidelines for submitters; and a freepost envelope. This was the main document for handing 

out at all consultation events with over 450 being given out to the public. 

During Stage 3 consultation, the Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) Te Kāuru 

project team and Subcommittee members attended events to provide the community with the 

opportunity to discuss the proposed Floodplain Management Plan. 

The consultation took a number of forms, including: 

 An A4 folded brochure was delivered to all properties in the Te Kāuru 

catchment outlining the proposed FMP and that formal submissions are open 

until 14 April 2019. 

 A letter, submission form and freepost envelope sent to: 

- All residents and property owners in Oxford Street and affected areas of 

Akura Road; 

- Stakeholders who we did not have an email address for; 

- All riverside landowners who did not attend a coffee group; 

- River Road residents within the modelled flood risk area (including the 

River Road major project response); 
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 Emails (included a submission form) sent to: 

- Coffee group attendees (Stage 1) 

- People who previously provided feedback 

- Stakeholder groups previously identified 

- Subcommittee members to forward to any contacts 

 vents and meetings included: 

- Bankside BBQ’s (30 and 31 March 2019) 

- Stall at the Masterton Farmers Market (23 and 30 March and 6 April 2019) 

- Stall at Carterton Farmers Market (31 March and 7 April 2019) 

- Stall at the Masterton Car Boot Sale (24 and 31 March and 7 April 2019) 

- Farming for the future conference (27 May 2019) 

- Aratoi Exhibition open of WAI (29 March 2019) 

- Community walk by at Waipoua River and Henley Lake (at various times 

through the process)  

- Meeting with Fish and Game (2 April 2019) 

- Train Station handouts (Masterton, Solway, Renall Street and Carterton 

Stations from 5.30am, 28 and 29 March and 1 and 2 April 2019 

respectively) 

 Media and Social Media 

- Information in the Wairarapa Times Age and Wairarapa Midweek 

(advertisements) 

- Radio adverts on The Sound, The Breeze, More FM, Magic Talk 

- Social media campaign on Facebook and Instagram 

- Information on the Te Kāuru website 

As per the previous engagement process, advertising when and where Te Kāuru engagement 

events would take place were put up in several locations in Masterton: New World, 

Pak’n’Save, Public library (along with a Part 1 and 2), Aratoi, and the Masterton District 

Council (MDC) offices. Information and advertising was also placed at the Carterton public 

library. 

Additionally, we also installed four signs at different locations: Carpark at Villa Street, 

Swing Bridge entrance at Queen Elizabeth Park (Masterton), Colombo Road entrance to 

McJorrow Park and at Percy Reserve (Fig. 6). 

 

Figure 6: Signs at different locations alongside the Waipoua and Ruamāhanga Rivers 
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The conversations we had again varied, but we did find that a lot of people had already 

heard about Te Kāuru and as a result some had come down to see us specifically. We had 

reoccurring topics regarding water storage and water quality, but also specific questions 

around individual properties and the impacts for them. Generally, people were polite and 

interested in learning more about what we were proposing. 

4.1.2 Stage 3 Engagement Outcomes 
61 submissions were received in total during Stage 3 engagement. 

Once the submission period was closed (14 April 2019), the submissions were collated and 

summarised into a key themes report and a report with officers recommended responses for 

a Hearings Subcommittee that was established by the Te Kāuru Subcommittee on 11 April 

2019.  

Hearings were held on 29 and 30 April 2019, where 20 people had the opportunity to speak 

to their submissions. 

On 22 May 2019, the Hearings Subcommittee reconvened to finalise the recommendations 

report, which will then be presented to the Te Kāuru Subcommittee on 11 June 2019. 

5. Next Steps  
Stage 3 was the last engagement as part of the development of the Te Kāuru FMP. 

There will be further communications with our partners, stakeholders and the community 

regarding adoption of the FMP. This will include meetings, media releases, social media 

campaigns, and letters to those who submitted on the FMP.  

Community engagement and participation will also form a key part of the implementation of 

the Te Kāuru FMP, and appropriate communications around these opportunities will 

continue throughout the implementation of the FMP. 

 

Please note: Full reports on Stage 1 & 2; and Stage 3 Engagement are available on request.  

‘Guidelines for Floodplain Management Planning’ (GWRC, 2013) is also available on request or 

from the Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) website and outlines the process for 

developing a Floodplain Management Plan (FMP). 
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2. �=8�ZQ�[-�>--Z�0=3J��KQQZ<K63>��6>6?-5->0�	K6>#
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���
���������
����+����������+���������)���,�$��Q�
�������������������E���:���������@������������������������������������
���������4��������6���+�������
����*�����
������
���(���

�
����,������
� �����+�����������/���*�������)������������
����
������������������������/��+�������Q�
D��E,�%&�!�+�������/�����������������)���
��������������������
���������
���� ����
*������������������
�����BR�$?����)����*����)� �����4���������������BR� ��� ���*���

�������)���������,

��������)����������������)���
���������/��+���������������������)����������
�� ����� ������������AKK=�,������+����
����������������


�����������)��������������
�� ( ����������������)������)����*� ��:��� ������ ������������G� ����
�����+�����������������@��
�����������@��������������� ()����)��� �������+�����������������,

������������������������������� �������������+���������� ()����)��� ����������������*�����(��'����������
���������������
���������� ���������
���������@��������+�� ��������)���+��������������'�����������)����������)�������������)��+�����������
D��,

N����+�������/�������
������� ������
(������4������������������ 
���������� ����� �������:�������/����������)��������*���

���� (����*��������+���������� ���
����E�������������*�������+�������
������)�������)��
�,������ ������
(�������������������
�����

��� ������������� ������

� �������� ���������"� (���Y,Y,S��*���������,

$���+����������)�������������+�����������������)���������
������������
����*���'�+�� ��+����
���������������/��*������4�+��
���� ���������+�������)��� �������������
��
��E������������*����,��&����� ��������

�������
����
���������/�'���������
D����
������/������������������,�&�������+���'���+�)��'������������+��������������� ��*��������������;'�+�� ��+�������������������������
 ������,��

%�)����������)�������������+��������+���������)�����
���������(�������������
 �������������
�'�)�����(�����������*����,��-� ��
����������������������
�� �������������������
����� �����,��

$���'����
 �������� �����������4���+����+�������������� �����*�����	
�
��

����
��	������ �� ������+��������)������
��
���4�+��*��
������������������ �����������'������*�������
 ������������� ��������������� ��������������� ��������,

3.2.3 �34-7��-Z��-4-K��Q>30Q73>?
���������*�����)��� ����������������������*���������������)�����
�������*�(��'������)������������
�������*�(��� ���4
 �
����
���+�����������+��������,��������

�����
��������
�����)������
�� ����������������: �������D� ��������
����� ()�(��,������

�� �������
��( 
�������)������+�����������)������������)�����,�,�����+���������)����'�+����������������*�������������)���� ������
�����)����
�����������()����������(��*����,

%&�!���������@�����)�����+��/��*� ������� (����������������������)������������������������������)��������
�)�������� ������
AKK=�,�-)���(��'�����+�����������*����(��'������������������������*�������������� �������� �����������#���
��������������

�� �������*������������)�������������
���������*����������������� ���
�����+�������
��( 
�������������������������D� ��
�*���)���������)�������������� ����� ���� (�������������
���+����������,

&�����
O ���������� ���� �����)���(��'����+�������
�����������������������)���������)���
��������+������ �
����������*�������


���
������+�����)���
�,���������)���
���������+�������
�����������(*��
������������(�������  
����������%&�!� ��������������
������������������������
����,������ (������������������������������������ �
��'�*����@��
��'������)����@��� (������
����'���
��)��+��*�������)����������������)���
������
�����(��(����*������������������������������������ �,

��������)���������)���
�������������������*�����2����������������*��������������+��������+�%&�!������/���� ��������������*�
(�������������+���� 
��������)���������������

��� ���������������� ������������+������������ �����,
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S 3.2.4 �764-K��,076.03Q>�6>Z�
>6K8J3J

%��)����@��� (�����������*�����������
�������%&�!����
��������������)���+����������+���������)���,��M����
��
��������������
������/��������"� (����Y,<,Y���)�������N�)���
���������������Y,<,S�����'���\�'��
��?�)���
��,

-����*�%&�!E��/�����G� ()���*������)����@��� (���������
���
������������������������������ �
� �����*�����)�����������+�����
+�������������/�����+�����������������
���������� ��������
 ����������������,�1�+�)��'���������������()���D� ����*�
�@��� (����� �
���������
 ���+�����7
�����J���
� ������:���
����+�����*���������J��� ������������������/��������J�����
����
������������*���������
 ������������'��� /����
 �
���'�
���
���/��������
������
��������
D���,������*���'�%&�!�
����������@��� �����)����
���������'��������'��@��� (������)������
��������������� �����������)����


��,������+������� �
� ����
�*����� ������� �����������������+������)���������������()��
��
� ����*��)����@��� (��,�

$� ������������*�����)�����������&��������������������
*����������(����������4�����+������ �����*�������)�������
�������(��������������
����������� �����*�������)��,������
�����������%&�!����
�
����������������� �
������@��� (���
���������+����������� ���'���+�)��'�����7
�������*�����
���)�����+������������������������������� ����� ������������
���)���*
������

������,������
��)������� ��(�
������
��
�*�����������


�������������,�%&�!���������/��
�
 ����� ��������������������@��� (�����������
� ����������
��)�������
(����������������)����@��� (������*�)�
���*�����
�@��� (��,

!����� ����������� ������������������������ �� ������@��� ��

����������@��(���%&�!���)�������������6�
���(����
 �������,������+���� ��(�
��+��������
��
�������+��������
 �������*���%&�!E��&������
���
���(���,������� �� ���
����+�%&�!���������������+����������
������@��� (���
�� �(��������7
��((��,�����������
���������*����(������
�������������� �������������)�������� ���������
���

��
������
���)�����������,�5���)��
���� ����@��� ��AB�Y�
���A<�������

������*���
��������
���������)������������+����� ����@��� ��
B=�Y�
���A<�������
���������
����A<=��*�����
0��������YS�
�*�����-
���()����������������+���������,

$����)������������
�� �������
����������������������� �(����
�������)���7
��((�����7
������������@��� ���,������+����
���*������ �����)����������������������*��� �������(����
��������������4� �������������:�������������)���������,�
�� �������(����������7
����%&�!������ �����'��� �����'�
 ��������������������� 
������������*��@��� (��,����������
������������*� 
���@��� (��������D�������������*�������)��,

%��)��������������7
�������)����
�)���'�+�� ��%&�!�����
����

�*�������������G�����)��������������������
���
�������
&����������������,������
�)�����������
�� ���������%&�!�
���� ��
������������� ���� ����*����
��)��
���
�)���,
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3.2.5 �3<6736>�	K6>03>?�Q\��/d-7J
$��
D�����������)���
���*�������������������)��� ��������������+���������)���������������� �����*����������� �����������

���� (���F��;��'��
�������@ �
��)���'��������*�����*������,�?��������������������)���
������
��*
��*��������� ��������)���
������������������'��� �
��������)����������������)���
��J�������)�������������J�������@�����
������
���(���+������
�
D���,�

5������&������
�'�����
���(����*�+����+�������
D����*�����)�������������������������������������
�� ( ��*�������������Y=�
�����,�������)���������*���
������
���(����*��
D������ �
���

• ���
 ��������������������������������(��J
• 5�
��)����������������������������
 ��� �������������(���J�
• !�)���������������*���+�����*�J����
• ���
 ����
������������
���������*�����
��D��������������+����+���,�

�������������������*�)�����(��� ����� �������������� ������������������������/������+����
��
��)��(����������������,�5��
�D� �'�������+��������������
�� ���'�������������������+�������������� ��
������������'�
�
�����������,�&������+����+�����������
*��7
������
������������������)������/������������������'�������������� �������)����+��������������)�������@��*�
���(���*���
���������+���������������������)���������"� (���Y,<,C���@�����
����������(���+�������
D����,

N����+�� ������� �
����+�������
D���������� 
�����������������
���������������� �����������
���������������������,�����
�@��
��'��
�������4�����)���'����
D�������������
���������
���7
����
���(�������������������������������+�������)���������,�
5������������� ��'��������
D����+�������
��������:���+�������)������������
������������)����������������������+�������'��������
������(�����������
D����+���������(: �������� �����
 ��������� �����+��/�������
������,

�
D���������������������
������������� 
�������������*�)�����(����
���������+����������)������������,������+������
�������
�������������'��������
��'����/����
�'������
��'�������
���������������*�)�����(��,

1�������/�������������� ��D�� �������� �
����+�����������
D���,�5�������� ����'�)�����(��� ���������
���������������
D���
�� �
������������>����+�������������������)��������)����������D� ()��������+����������������*���������
�)�)���,����� ������
��������

��� ������������+������
D������
���������*
��������������������
������
���(����*��
D���� �����������������������)���
��)������
���� �����������������������
D��,

�����������������@����
  ����������� ���������������������������*���
������
���(����*��
D�������������� ��������� �� ���������
�����������������������+�� ���������
D�����@�������
��)�������+���,���
������
���(����*��
D����+�������
��)��
������ ��������
� ����� �����+����������� ������*���������)��
����������������)����������,

��������� �������������

���
�������� ���������
������
��������
D����+������)���������������� ���������@
����������
"� (���Y,B���
 ������� �
�����+�������������+������

��
�����,�����?�)�����������"��������+��������(*��������+�������������
��)���������������� �������

���
��(����@���,������
�� ���� ������������(*��������+����������+���������/�������
��( �
����
�����)���������������� �������D����'�������+�����+������
D���� �
�����������������'����6���������+���������(����������
 �
������

� �����,

�������������������:����*�
���(�������+��������
D��������
���(���������)������/��������*���������������)���'��� �
�����

• ���/����������(��'�+�� �����
�����
 ��:����
�
�����������������

��J
• $����(�����:����(����*��
�*� ���
��D'������*�������
 ���� �������������

�����������)����*���������
���� ()�(��J
• 5�
��)���������+�����7
������������
 (����*������������

������� ������������*���������
���� ()�(��J
• 5�
��)��������������)�����������)��
����������J
• ���
��(����*���2����������
����
��J
• 5�
��)����������)���E����
���� ���� ���J����
• 5�
��)���� 
��
����)��
���+������()��
���(��,
5������������ ���������������������:���*�����)����
D���+����������
�������������������
��'��������
�'����/����
�'�������
������
���������*���
������)�����(��,

����+������*����
D�����������D� �������������:������������)��,�"������
�������)������ �������������
D���+������*�Y=��+����

���� ���������������'�+��������������)���� �����������B=���
D���+����,�$������: ������
� ���*��
D���
���(����������
��������*������
D���*������/����������,�5������(��'��������������
��


������)���������� ���
��(����
����������
 (������+�����
���
����
��,�

? ����� �����:����*���
������
���(����������������������� ����� �)��
���*�� �����������)� ���+�� ������:���
��������
�� ��������+�����7
�����������7
�( ���*�������� ��������������������� ������������������,

5������� �������������������+��������:���������������������/������ ������+����
���(�������+���������)����
D��������������������
��)������/�'��� �
�����

• �����(���*����� ���������
������'���������������(������� �������������������+�� ������ �
���
��@
� ���� �������*�
� ()�� ��������+����
����(���*����)����

���������)
�����J

• �
D��������������+������������ ����������;����������*��������������)�����(��J
• &���� ������� ����J
• ��������� �����+������)����������)�������������*����������
������������
��������������� ������������*� 
������

��*�����
 �
������� �������*����+���������O 
��J����
• ���������������
�����
������)�����(���
��������������� ��� �������������� ���������������������
������+�����������
�����������

)�����(������� ���������?�� ��� �����1�>�����*��������������
��(����<==Y,��
������)����+�������������������������)����
�)����
�����N�.$�����6�����������������(*�������*�������
����(������/����*���������
�� �������������,

&���������������+���� ������'��������� ����������������������/��

����:)��������
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���������
�����������7
�� ����*�
����'���\��'������
��,�$���)�������@��*�
4�+��������
���������
��������������)����������������
� ����������)��������*����������*���:���������)������������*�'����� ���
������


�������������*��� ���(���� ()�(��,�5�����������������)������'��������)������������������
��)�������������
���������
�  
���� ���*�
���2��\�2�
����7
�� ��,

$�
���'���\�'������
�� �
���������������*������
�������������������)���*������)���������������������+������������������)���
������,�&�����������������������������������)���������
�� ( ��������������@� ���
������*�
����'���\��'������
��,

������� �����*��������)���*���+���������)����4�+����*�������������
���������+������)����
���'���\�'������
�� �
�����������'�
+��������:����


���������+����  �
������������
�����)����������������� ��*����������Q��)���
�E,

������������+����������7
���������)��(������������)�����������������*�����
���� ��������������
���'���\�'������
�� �
��������
�����  
���
�����4�����)����,������*�����
���'���\�'������
�� �
���+��������������7
����������*��������
���������*�������)���
��������� ��+��/�,

����
���'���\�'������
����)���
��+��������� �
����������������������
��*����� ������
���,���� �
�(��������
�������*�
����'�
��\��'������
��'�����*�����*�������)����������� ����������+���������
�)���� ������������������� ��
����,�5����������2����'����
+������������
��������������*�������������  
���������������)������� ���� (��������)������������ ��+��/�,

$"�"�� �3J0Q73.��=6>>-K��3>-J
������)���������������������
��������������+������� ���������&������
��������,�"�����*�������������� � ������������ �������
����(:������
�����������)�������� ���������)������������������*������
 �������������������������-@*����"���������������,�5��������
 ����'�������������� � ����������)���������:�������� ���������������
���������������,�.
�����������4�����)����'��������������*�
��:������������ �������������;������  

���������)�������������� �����������*����������>��������
�G� ���������������������
��
� ��,

��������(: �(����*�
�������
�������������)���������� � ��������@���������
�����+��������������'�������������
���(�����
�����������
����'�+�����������+���������*�������� �����*������������������*�������� ��������/�������
��
���������������
�+�����+������(�����*�����
 �
��,

������������� � �������������+�
������
������������*����(��2������

��� �'��������(*����������������*���*��������
������������
+�
������������+������� ����������
����������� ��
�����
����*����)����� ���*���>���,����������������������� �
�������������'� �#���
��������'������*�����
��
������������������
(�������
�����
 �
���,�5��������������
�+������(����*������������������*�����
 �
��,�

Environment Committee 20 June 2019 Order Paper - Te K?uru Upper Ruam?hanga Floodplain Management Plan

63



��
�#

��
$%

�%
�%

&&
#�

��
%

'(
$)

'*
+

'� 
-/

:
:

�
&/

';
*

�(
'*

'+
#(

#*
��

&/
'*

RE
SP

O
N

SE
S 

AN
D

 
CO

M
M

O
N

 M
ET

H
O

D
S

$"�"��� �JQK60-Z��Q7cJ��/<<Q70
%&�!�����
��)���'�����

�� �(��'���:��� ���� ������
(�����+�������)���+��/�������:��+����������5��������&��/������ �,�
5��������+��/������
��)�������+����4���������������
���� (���+��/�����������
������/����
������������+�����%&�!���������
��)���� �����,�������������*����� ������
(���������
��)��������)����*����)� �������������������������������������*���+��/��
�����
��)��������������� �����,�

������������(�����������5��������&��/������ ��+�������
������/������
��)��������

���
�����*���
��
���+�������@��(���� ������
����  ����������


���,������@��
��'��


�������
�������)��������*����������� �������+����������)��������������� �����������*�
�������� ��������������
��)�����*������� ������������ ����E����)����*����)� �,�$���������� ����� 
��������+��#��'�*
������������� ����
*����������
�������*������@��(���� ��������������������������)��+��,

3.2.11 
K0-7>6034-��6>Z�/J-J�[30=3>��3<6736>�	K6>0-Z��/d-7J
��
������
��������
D���'��������������� ��'� 
�����������)����������������

�
�����*���/����������)��������*����������� �������
����
���� (��,�"�������������������
������)��������������������� �������
����(�����)��
����������*����������
�� �����*�
�������������������)��������*���������G� �����
���������
����
�
����� ��

���'��������������
��������*�,�"
 ������(�������)��
��
�������� �
����� �
������/��
�����������+����*�+����+������������������*������ ��
�*������
����
������,

����
�������!���
�����"


����-O ����"� (���Y,B,<��
���(����� ��������������������'���)� �������


����+������������
�)����������������+�����+���+��������@
���������(�������)��
���

���
��(���*����������
������
���(����*��
D���,

�������������������

���
��(���*���������������*���

��� ��� ���(��'��  ���'�����4����
���� (��������������� �������

�
����,
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3.4 �5-7?->.8��6>6?-5->0��-J<Q>J-J
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• $�����������(��� ����*� ���(���+������������������
� �: ��������������*� ���(������������*����������)
��������������,
?�
 �(�������� �
������)���
������&�?�-������


�����������������������*�������������+��������)��������*�������

��� ����
��*����������
��������������� ��
�������,

$���
� �����*����������+������������%&�!�
��)�����&�?�-�+���������������

����������������������� �������������

���,���������
���� �
���)
����������  ������
���������*������'���������� �����*��)����������+���� �
�����������*�������������
 
�,�$���(������'����������������� ������
���
 ���*���
��
��(����� �����+����������@������*�����AR�$?��4�����)���'�+��������
�����(������������ ���
�����
��
������������������������)��������������
��
������+����������  

����,����
��(������������
)
�����������������*��7
����4�����+������������������,

3.4.2 �KQQZ��Q7-.6J03>?�6>Z��67>3>?��8J0-5
%&�!�����&�?�-����������
��)������4����+����������)� ��*�������&����������������,�"�
��������*����*������+�������'�
%&�!��������/�����)���������������'��
 �������)���4�+����������*�������
���'��)������������������)������������*���������
�� �
���������+������,

������+������������ ���������������G��������*����7
�

����
��
��������/���������+��� (��������)����4�������/,�5����������4�������
����������������)��)������+���)�����*�4����
���� (��'�4����+���������� �
 ����*���
��
���+��������@
����������������>���������
*���������� �����������+�����������������������������/������*������
��
����,

������)���
������*������������������������
������*��
����(����*�����
��)��������������������,�����������  
��������
��������
+������<=AC���)��+��*�%&�!E������&�?�-E��4����+�������������,

$������@��
��'������
����(����������������)�������������������(:���*�����)��(��(��������
��)����������

• �����*� 
������


��(���
��
������
�������������
��������4������'�������������+�������+�������
������
��
�����/����
�D� ()��� (��J

• �����*��
���������� ������������


�����������
����������J
• ���)����������������*����� �
�������*�4����+�������������������������+���
�� ��
(�����������������������������������/�
��



���������J
• $���(������������ �������
�������
��)������������+�������(������
� �������������


������ �����*���)����J
• �
� ��������*���)�� ���+�������*��� ��(������6����


��(�����
��)���*��� ��(�������
���:��� ���� ������
(������,�,�

 ������
(����������+�+������������������J
• 5�
��)����������������*� ���
�� �(����*��� ��( ���+������������J
• $���(���������
� ������� ������
���������)�����
����������
��)�������  
�� ���*�4�+���(�����J�
• -

���
��(�������@
���������)���
�����4����*��� ��(���������������)����)�� ��+��������*�4������J����
• .�)���
����+�����������������)���4�+���
����*�����������������*����(��'���
� �������
��������)������*�����)����,

Environment Committee 20 June 2019 Order Paper - Te K?uru Upper Ruam?hanga Floodplain Management Plan

67



24
�#

��
$%

�%
�%

&&
#�

��
%

'(
$)

'*
+

'� 
-/

:
:

�
&/

';
*

�(
'*

'+
#(

#*
��

&/
'*

RE
SP

O
N

SE
S 

AN
D

 
CO

M
M

O
N

 M
ET

H
O

D
S

3.5 �>437Q>5->06K� 
�>=6>.-5->0��-J<Q>J-J

?�)���������������� ���������
���������/��������������
�+������������
��������������*��������
����)��
�������
 ���� �����*�������)�����)�������������� �
����������


����
��)������������������(���������������� ���D����,�����

�������������*���)���������������� ���������
������������
�� �������������
��)����)�����������)��
�������������4����
����4�������/�����������,�

3.5.1 �>437Q>5->06K��0760-?8
����?�)�����������"�������� ���������������
��G� �����7
�����
�������)���������)����������'��������'����� 
��
�����
� �����
��
��������������������������������������� ���)����������
����
���4�������������������/�����������,�5����������
��
��� ��������������� (�����*����

����)��)���������������
������)�������� �������������������������������������

������
��������(�������+��/�������


��()��������,

����
��
���(����*�����?�)�����������"�����������������

������/�������������
���������
������� ����� ��������(���
+�����������D� ������������������
��(��'��� �
����'��
������
����������'�����.����� ��!�
� ���'�.�
���������*�!�����)�(��'�
�+�'����������%���'����������������'���������������(:���
���/��������,

�����������)�����*�������
����������(:�����)�����������
���
���*�����������	
�
��

����
��	������ �� ����������
�
�������������������� (��������� ��������/����������� ������
��)�����)��������,
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�
����
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�
���������

��
����
�

�+95�3+(�+�'0�588&�8 5(.�39�(�+�8
Public access and private ownership
������G�������*������������G� �������������)������
���
��)�����+������
,���
��� ��  �������������)������
��������������������������������������.�!�������'�
�� �
�����

��������������*������
��	����������
&�����+�'�����
������������*�����&��
�
����)���

&��/�+����.����� ��!�
� ���������


������ ���(����

���
�������
��)������'��� �
����� ���� (���
�  ��������������&��
�
�'��
��	����������&�����+����)����
"


���������+�����+���+���������(���*���������������)� ����*�����
��)����� ���(������  ���
5�����������
������
���(�������+������� ���(����

���
��(���+�����
D����������������,�����
�@��
��'�+������
D�����������������

� �����������(�������
���������
�+����+������������+����'�
���/�����

���
��(������ ��������+������
D����������+�*���+������� ���(��6�������(���������()��

���(���������

Weed management
�����
D����������*������+����+������� �
�����
��� /�����'�������
 ����������������E�������

&���� ������ ��
����������
T������ �� /��������
����������*�+������*����(�����������(:��,��������������*��������
������7
�����
������
���+���������/�
��
����� �����������������"� (����Y,<,H'�Y,B,Y�����P,P,<�

Crack Willow and Grey Willow
1������ ����'� �� /�+����+��"���@�*���������+���
����
�@�����)��������
�����������	
�
��

����
��	������
 �� �����

���
 ������
����� ���*� �� /�+����+�������������� ����� ���)��
�������������������)���
�����������+����+����
 �����"���@�����
������������������+���� ���������
����+�
���(�������'�
+�����
����������
��'�*���
������������
���� (��������������������������*2
��
���(���
����(��
$�)� ����*���
��)����
���(����*���()���������� ��(���+����+����+�������
��������
������
�������
�
D���

Loss of Diversity
5�
��)����
D���
���(�������+�����������
��+�������
���
��)����)������
"


���������+�����+���+���������(���*������������� ������
����()��
���(��,����)������*����(���
�����+�����  ���� �����������*
����������


�����������D����

Loss of mahinga kai ��������)���
���������� ��(���+�������
��
�
�/��&������
������������	�����&������
�
River management
��)���������������������'�
��( 
�������
����>���
�
���(����������� ������'���
� �����������)��������,�
��������
� ��� ����� �
���������*��7
�( ��������'�
���
 (������+�����7
�������������� ���������
 (�������
��������)��
���

�����������
� ������
������/����+��/������  ����� ��+��������!�����*���� ( ���*�����)���
������������ ()�(���
�(���������������
����+�� ����7
������������
�������6����@�����)��������������)���+��/�'�+�����

�������

Straightening of river channels "��/��������+�������)������������������)������������������
����
�� �����

3.5.2 �Q55/>308��/<<Q70��h.-7
%&�!�+��/��+���� ���
��(�������������4�������/�*��������������E����)���������������,�������� �
������)���
����4���
�����
�����������
����'�
��)�����������)� ������ ���
���(������)� ���������(������4�������������������/�'�����������������
�
���������+�4����
���� (���+��/�'������������������
��)����������)��������������� ���(������

���
��(��'�����
��)������
�����������������)� �����!�)���.�*�� ���
�����������4����,

�
�������

���
��(����@����*���%&�!�����
����

����@��(�������(�����
��+���������+����'��+����������+����� ���
�����+���
+������������)��)������������������*���)�����)���������,

���������
����(������������������
���2(������*
��2(������������


����������)�������� ���
���������� ���
��G� ����������(�()���
����(������������)�����)�����������,�,�!���
�����"


����-O ���,�����/������/���*�����������+������ �
���

• ���)��������
������*� ���� (���+�������� ���
����J
• �
�����������(�����
��+������ �����)����� ���(��������

�J
• ����*�� ����
���������
�+�����+�J�
• !�������*���)��
�����������
���%&�!�+������'��� ��������������)��
������+�������J
• �� �����(���
�� ( �����
 �(��������+���� ���
��������

���� �
������ �����'������'������
���������������(���J����
• "��+ �����������������*� �� ��������������������������
���()�����
�����*�)��
�������D���������� ����)���������� �
�����

��������
��( �
�(��,
���������� �
������*� �������������� �
�������
��(����*� 
�������O ���+��/����(���*��� ���
������


�����������+�������
�� ����@
��(�������/��+���������+��/�+���������������� ���
����'� 
������� ����� ����#���'����������+����,���������
?�������1���������'����������� �
��� ������)���+����N�����������������)������+�����������+��/�+�����
���������+�����������)��
����������������(�����
�������������,

%&�!�+�
������/�
���������
��+������������������(����������� �������*
������������,�
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3.5.3 �3<6736>��6>6?-5->0��h.-7
$���+�����������
�������
�����*�������������*� 
������������������������������������ ���*���
������
���(����+�����������
D���
�������
��������������������� ������������

��� �����
���������������+�����������
D���,����
��������(��� �
����� �
����
��������������
�����*��������������
(����*����
�������
�����*��������+��������
������/���������+��
��������������J�
�����(������������)���
������*���
�����������������
�����*����
D���J� �������(����*� ���
��������

�'�)��
������'��� ,�
+���+��������������+����
���(����������������� �J�����
������/����+������������������
�������������*���

����:)��������

���2
���(��'�+�� ��+���������)��+����;����+�������,

3.5.4 �67-��7Q/<J�6>Z��K/gJ
1���������������������)�����������������*������� ���
����,����������
�� �*
������*
��
�� �������������'���)�� 
��
����
�����: �� ������ ������*
����*�+�����*�,

��)��� �������

�� ���
��( �
��������������� �����)���������)��)���������

• .���)��������()��
���(���
�������������6���������?�)�����������"���������
� ����J
• ������������)�����(������
��)����+����+��������
 (��J�
• ?� �
����������� ���
����������/���������������������������)������������)��)�����������)�����)���������J
• $�)� �(�������+��/����+���������+����������
��)���  ���J
• ��������������������
�����
����J����
• �����������������
��(��������)������������������������
�������(�����������*��*����� ���
����,
����+���������)�����*�����&������
������
����
��������
������������ �������

� �� �
�������������������������������*��*�����
)�����'���)���������������)����#���

��� ��  ����������������������*��� ���(�����
��,�

�������������
������*� �������

�������%&�!�+��/��+�����������&������
�,������������*����/�� ��������
�������)��� �������

��
 ����� �
���

• "������� �
�����������)���
��������������������(���
��������(�������*�������+��/J
• !���
�� �(�����/��
�������������������
��
�����*�����J
• ���������������������+��/����������)��6������������� �������+�������������������������������'��������������������������

����
�����
��)��������������J
• ������ ���+��/�������:�������������
  ���*
�������O ������� ���7
���*�����
��)����������������*�����������6��)��J����
• -
���(������
����������)��'�
���(��'�+�����������������G��������������������������������������������6��)��,�
$�����(������������
��)��
�� ���������������� ��
(��'����������������!���
�����"


����-O ������%&�!�+��������������
�
������� ���
���������(���������� �
��������������������������*���+���)��� �������

���������+����������*��*����� �� �����,
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4. �Q[�[3KK�0=3J� 
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4.3.2 	7-43Q/J��/>Z3>?��07/.0/7-
&�������
� �����*
�����'������ ������+������)������������D������ ���������'���� �����: �(���'���
��������������4��������
��������
���� (�������:������������+������� ��)��,�N����+�����+�����������������������������*�+�� ��
�� ����*������*���������
��������D������ �����: �(����+�� ���� �����
�������������
�(���� ������������������� ������������������+���*����(��,��
$���@
����� ����������� �����'���������(��� �����: �(������ �����
�������������
�(���� ������������������� �������������
�����+���*����(��,�������(����+�����������O 
������/��
�

2��2��������
��
��(��� ������������'����+�����
���)���������
��)���
��,������+�����)����� ��
��@�F�*����@��
��'�������

�������� ���������A<���D������ �����: �(����*��������
���
� ������*�+����+����������)���������������������������]AY'===�
���������*������� ���� ���,�$�
��
��(����*������
���(�����
 ������*������ ������+����*
�����*����������������������
�����������
������� ���������+�����&������������������

����B=R�,�

%&�!������������
�������N���������������N����
�� �������<=AS��������������� 
������*
������
��� ��*���4����
���� (��,���������
�
�G� �������)��+�����
�������N���
�� �����)���������������,�����*
������
��� ���� �
����

• ��������������������*
���A==R��*�����+��/�*�������8
�������������4�������/9�� ()���'�����
• �
����B=R��*�����*
��������� ����*���������������������*��������������+��4����
���� (���� ()�(����*�8��
�������(��9�

����8�
���(����������������� �9,
0�������������8
�������������4�������/9�� ()�������������)��(��(��������������������7
���������� �������4�������/�����
��
����������+���������)���
������*���(��(������������������
���������)���
������*������
���������������������,

��������� ���*�����*
��������������������8�� ��������9������
������ ������
����*���������� ��� ���
�������������*���,�����
8�� ��������9���������

��*�

• N� ���!�
� ���E���$�� ������
(����*�����*�����
 �
���
���� (��J
• %��)��������(��J
• 5�������������)���� ����������)��J�����
• " ����������+�����)����� �����: �(��������,
" ����������+�������)��
��)��
���� ������
��������)������<SR��*�����������*
�������
���������
���)������*����AC����BAR��*�
����������*
������*�������� �����������������	
�
��

����
��	������ �� �����'���
��������������� ����,�

�����@��
������
����Y<����+����������/��+��*��� ������
(�����������&�����+����)���� ������������<=AH6AS�:��� ��������,

������)����� �����'�������
��'��������� ������
����G���+��/��
����������*
������� �
������@
�����
��'����8 �
�@9���
���������
����
������
����
����������
����*�4����������������)���*����+������G���4����,

4.3.3 �734-7J�\Q7��=6>?-�3>��/>Z3>?��QZ-KJ
A,�� ������������
��
����������
���������������G���
��G� ���������������+��/����������������� ���������8� ����9�����������

��������
���
���*�������� 
������� ������

��� ���*����
���+��/�
���������,����������(������@
�����
��'���/�����������
�)�������������'��
������*
�����������������
�`
����������� 
������� �����*
�������

��� ���������

��
�����,�&��
�@
� ��������+�
����������2*
�����
��G� ��'���� �
�@'����������@��(��������������E���  ��������������������,�

<,� ����
��G� ���������+��

��� ����������������������������������)������������������������)�����+�����������*�����:���
�� �
����� 
��
���'���)����������'��� ���(����'�� ����� ������� ���,����� ������*�����)������������+����� ���
�����
����:������
��������+��������+����� ���
����,�

Y,� ����
��)��
��*
�������������������������������
�����������
� ����,������ ������
������+��������������������+�
�
 �����������+�����+����
��
�������� ������
��'���������� ������
�������������������+��
 ������+����/������*�
+��/�+��� ��������
�,�"��/����+�����*
������+�
����������������� ����������'� ���������'�*�������������2�������

��� �,

P,� ���� �� �
���*�
����������
D���������*�����)��������������

�
������������������ �������*�
������������D� ����������
�����7
����,�$� ������������������(���+�������������+������*������ ��������������8�*����� ���
�����+��������
���
����������*��� ���
������
� �������������� ���
��������
������
������*�������� ����,9����������
��
�������*��������
�7
��������

��� �����*
�������� �
������� ������������������������+�����
����������@��(���� ��������)����������
����������4����
���� (�������
�������������������
 ������������+����)����������
D����������
������,�

4.3.4 �QJ0J�6>Z�	7Q<QJ-Z��/>Z3>?
$������(����*�+��(��'�����������*
��������7
�������� �)�������������� �����������������	
�
��

����
��	������ �� ������
����

��@��������]KY='===�
�������,�-*�����'���)������������+����'�������������������'�*
����

��@��������]<K='===,��5*���
 �� �����2+����*
������������������
������������]<K='===� 
��������
��������D� ���������+�����+����
������ �������������
����
�����������������	
�
��

����
��	������ �� �����'����������+�
���������
��]P,S�
���]A=='===��*�!�
�����M��
������]AH�

��������*�����]YB='===�
��
�����*����@��
���,

����<=AH6<=AS���������)��
�����
�� �������������������*�������������� �����������������	
�
��

����
��	������ �� ������
����������������������������+,�-*�����'��������������������� ���� ����*����� �������������'��������
��(�����������������
��
�����
��� �)���������� �� �����2+������(��,

!<�=>!<�?�8����������	�����������	

�-�$N��?M?0�?��-��?5%1��"!1?�?" �?�!?0�$%?�-���?M?0�?
������������� a]P=H/ PPR

5�*�����
 �
����+�������� �� ������
(�� a]AHP/ AKR

SCHEME RATES ~$290K 28%

-���� a]S=/ KR

����� a]KY=/ ]A==R
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4.3.5 �QJ0�0Q��60-<68-7J
��������:�����
����*��������������� �
���4������>����������������
���� (��'�������������� �������*���)���������������
 
��
����)��
����*�������)��,������������������:������+����� ���
���������������)��������,����� �������)��)���������������
������������������
������ ������������ ������������������
������*������������������J��� ��������
���(������@
�����
�������
���
�����������
�����J�������+� �
������@
�����
�������
�����G���
��G� ��,������� ������������������(����������*�������Q�� ���
�����E����+������������� ������������������
��(��,������������������������ 
�������������*��������������������������

����
B=R,������*������ ��������'� ���� ��������
������������������'�����

��@�����������*��*��������� ������ ����'��
����+����������
�������
����� ���������
������+����)���,�

-
���(������@
�����
������
����*������
����@
��������)��)������4����������������
���� (��'��� �
�������2��������)���
�����������+��/�����������*����������������
����������������
����PA,�&�����������2��������)�������������� �������������
�@
� ��������� �����'���������������(������
���(������ ()�(���
��
����,�!����7
��������������� ������*��������
���(�����
� ()�(��������������(���������]AY�
���]A=='===��*�!M,�5������@
� ����������� �������+��������
������)������
������*������,

!�
������@
�����
���*
������+�������
�������:��� ��������G������G� ������
�������
���������������<,��
��������)��(��(����
�����
(���� ��������(����*�����&��
�
��
�����4�������/�+�������
������/����
�����"�����A��*���
�������(��,�"
���7
����
"�������*�+��/�+������������������

��� ��
��(����*�"�����A���������������������,�������G���
��G� �����
��������� �
�����
"�����A��*�����&��
�
��
�������� ��������������(��������� �������������*�]P��������,�]<����������*������+�������������� ���������
��(���������,���������������]<��������'������� ��������'�+�������*
���������
�������������������� ����������

����
��	������
 �� �����,������+�
����7
����������������� �������*��

��@��������]Y�
���]A=='===��*�!M,������� ���*�������G������G� ��
���
�����'��
���� ��+���������
����*�����.!'�!.!����������������+�������+��������� ��
��G� ��+�������*
�������������� ���,

����(������*�������� �������������(������������

• A2<�������F��

��@��������]<2Y�
���]A=='===�!M

• Y2B�������F��

��@��������]B2A=�
���]A=='===�!M

• C2A=�������F������� ��:����

4.3.6 
dQ7Z6g3K308�6>Z��3KK3>?>-JJ�0Q�	68
��/�����
�������
��
�����+��/������*
������������������������D�������������
�����*�����������
������,�"��������*�+��/��+����
��� �
 ����������
���������+��/�������

��
��������*
����,����������+���������
����������)����� ���������+��������)��
���
+��/��
������������)������� ��:����'�����
�����(��(����������������*�+��/�� ������������,

!�
� ����*
�����������*�����
 �
���+��/������
���N����������������N���,�����
�������N���
�� ���'� �
� �������+�����

���������
+��/�
��������������
��
������*�����+��@
�����
���������/���� ����������
��+����+��/����
������
������/��'�����+���,�
���������+����
��)������/�����

�����*
�
����N������������������'�����
� ���*���
�������(���+������� �������������!�
� ���
�� �����������@
�����
������������
������6��
�����
��������������N���,

4.3.7 �.=-5-��-J-74-J
���)��
���'�������)���� ������

����������������������)��*
������� �)���������+����������+����������*�4����������,�����
)��
���*������)���� ���������� ������)���������+�����

��@��������A==R�����P==R��*��������
����
���(�����6���������� ��
�
����,��

����
����(���4��������������)��������������������� ����2��2� ������������������+�������������)�������������
�����,�
1�+�)���%&�!��

��������
��2�*2��
�������������)������
���������������<==R��*���������������
����
���(������
���,�
����������)��+�
����������/���� �)�������Q ����2

E� ���������������� ����
������������������;�������4�����)���'���������
�
���7
�����������(���+��/�,�

&����
����G���4�����)�����*�������������'����������)������� �����)���
����

,��5*�������������� ���������*
�������������������
������D� ����+������)��������������'������ ������
(������������� ��������������)���(���������������� ������������
%&�!�+�������
�������������)������� �������������������������*�����,�

5�����
(�������)��2�*2���)� ���������

��� ������������)����+�����*
��������)����
���(����*��������+����� ���
����'�����
���
��������4������������������*
�
���+�������������� ��������������)������� ��,��������
�����+���������������������� �� ���
�����
*
��������������� �(����+���������
���� �������������,�-)���(����������������/��������������@��(���� ����������)���+�
������
�������������������������������)�,�5*�������

��� ��������
���'���������(�����
������+�
��������7
����'�+�������
��)��
��� �����
�����)��� �
������8������/��9�*����@
�����
���+������������ ��������������,

!���������)��������������������� ���������������� ����������� ����������
��� �������:��� �����


���������������*����+������������
4�����)���,�������������������������������� ���������

��
�����������)����)�����������*
�
��,�1�+�)��'��������� ������������
 ���������)���������


����*����������)���������������
���������������,�
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4.4 ���/0.Q5-J

������� (����*���������
��)�����������������*�����+���G������������*������ �����

��*��������
������ ��������
���������
�)���(��,�5��������� �
�������������*����������������
�������"� (���P,C,C���������������� �� �����2+��������� �)�������������<��
+����������� �(����*� ��������
�������,

4.4.1 �07/.0/76K
0�+����
 �
��������
���'�����������
���/�'�+�����������)���������
�������2�
� �: ���G������G� �����
�����,����������
������
������� ������������������������<������
����������������������������������,�������G�������*�������
��G� �����)���������)���
���
������
��������/��+��
���������������
�(�����������)����������������)�������
�������+��/��
���������� ����������������
�@��(���� �����,

���
�����
�����(�����)����������� ��������1���'�����
�����N�+,�����
�����(��(��������������������������������� ���
�����
*����� /'��������
����*�����/��+����>���'��������
����*��������� ���������/�'���������
�� ��)���
���� ���*��� (*���������
�@��(������
�(��,�

%��������'�����1����������������
��������G� ������*����
��������������������+������� ��������
���������:���������������*����E��
��
�������(��,

0$�?
�$0$%?�?0��
�?$"��?

��5�$�T��?$"-0��-��
�?"�-0"? ��5-�5�T !-"� ��0.50%

&$5�-�$����$0�
�?$!1

$������������������4����
���
���������������

����� ������ 
����������*
�
���4����

���� (������
�����������*����������

1��� "�����A�]YB='=== !�
����� 
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Report 2019.237  

Date 31 May 2019 
File CCAB-10-723 

Committee Environment 

Author Grant Nalder, Manager, Harbours 

Review of the Navigation and Safety Bylaws 

1. Purpose 

The Council’s Navigation and Safety Bylaws are due for formal review, and 

we would like to begin this, the proposed review process is outlined in this 

report. 

2. Background 

Our existing Navigation and Safety Bylaws were made under the Local 

Government Act (LGA) 1974 to control on water activities in the regions 

coastal and harbour waters out to 3 nautical miles from shore and including 

Lakes Wairarapa and Onoke.  A 2013 amendment to the Maritime Transport 

Act (MTA) 1994 moved the power to make these Bylaws to section 33M of the 

MTA.  The Bylaws are to ensure maritime safety within our regional waters.    

The Bylaws must be reviewed, at a minimum of every ten years. The review 

process must follow the Special Consultative Process in the LGA 2002.  

3. Comment 

In previous review processes, as set out in the LGA, public consultation was 

required on a draft proposed Bylaw.  The level of interest with the proposed 

changes varied considerably.  Making changes to the proposed Bylaw as a 

result of suggestions made during consultation would require a restart to the 

process.  This can be avoided by consulting with stakeholders and the public 

before the LGA process begins to seek feedback on changes that could be 

included in the proposed Bylaw.  This will allow for greater involvement and 

may result in there being more options for submitters to comment on. 

We believe it would be appropriate to have the Bylaws in place prior to a 2020-

21 summer boating season so that all our printed material and messaging is 

clear, prior to the main boating period.  We propose to go out to stakeholders, 

users groups and the public this winter and seek suggestions for changes before 

31 October this year.  This gives us time to engage with anyone providing 

input and prepare draft proposed Bylaws to be presented to the Environment 
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Committee in April/May next year.  The Committee will be asked to support 

the proposed Bylaws and begin the formal public consultation process.  The 

LGA requires a minimum of one month of public consultation. However 

because there are a lot of clubs and groups  it is suggested that  a two month 

period is appropriate before the submissions are considered and a report 

produced for the Committee.  Depending upon the nature of the submissions a 

hearing may be required prior to the final report being presented.    

4. Communication 

We have good communications with a significant selection of harbour users, 

recreational and commercial.  We will be sending information out to all of 

these groups of users seeking input into the draft proposed Bylaws and then 

once the consultation period starts invite them to comment on the proposed 

Bylaws that result.  We will work with our Customer Engagement team to 

promote this process to as many interested parties as possible. 

5. Consideration of climate change 

The matter requiring decision in this report has been considered by officers in 

accordance with the process set out in the GWRC Climate Change 

Consideration Guide. 

5.1 Mitigation assessment 

Mitigation assessments are concerned with the effect of the matter on the 

climate (i.e. the greenhouse gas emissions generated or removed from the 

atmosphere as a consequence of the matter) and the actions taken to reduce, 

neutralise or enhance that effect. 

Officers have considered the effect of the matter on the climate. Officers 

recommend that the matter will have no effect. 

Officers note that the matter does not affect the Council’s interests in the 

Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) or the Permanent Forest Sink Initiative 

(PFSI)  

5.2 Adaptation assessment 

Adaptation assessments relate to the impacts of climate change (e.g. sea level 

rise or an increase in extreme weather events), and the actions taken to 

address or avoid those impacts.  

Officers have considered the impacts of climate change in relation to the 

matter. Officers recommend that climate change has no bearing on the matter. 

6. The decision-making process and significance 

Officers recognise that the matters referenced in this report may have a high 

degree of importance to affected or interested parties. 

The matter requiring decision in this report has been considered by officers 

against the requirements of Part 6 of the Local Government Act 2002 (the Act). 

Part 6 sets out the obligations of local authorities in relation to the making of 

decisions. 
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6.1 Significance of the decision 

Part 6 requires Greater Wellington Regional Council to consider the 

significance of the decision. The term ‘significance’ has a statutory definition 

set out in the Act. 

Officers have considered the significance of the matter, taking the Council's 

significance and engagement policy and decision-making guidelines into 

account. Officers recommend that the matter be considered to have low 

significance. 

The decision required to begin this review process is an acknowledgement of 

the form the process will take and that seeking input into our proposed bylaws 

is a part of the review process.  The formal steps required by the LGA would 

then be activated through the Environment Committee and Council next year.  

Officers do not consider that a formal record outlining consideration of the 

decision-making process is required in this instance. 

6.2 Engagement 

Engagement on the matters contained in this report aligns with the level of 

significance assessed.  Following this meeting, with the Committee’s 

agreement we will make contact with stakeholders and harbour users via the 

GWRC Customer and Engagement team to explain the process and seek input 

and feedback around the drafting of reviewed Bylaws. Dependent on what we 

receive we have the opportunity to speak with contributors about their input.  

In the formal part of the process next year we will send the information to the 

same groups and specifically to anyone who provided input in the initial phase. 

7. Recommendations 

That the Environment Committee: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

3. Supports the proposed review process. 

4. Agree that seeking public feedback is the beginning of the review process. 

 

Report prepared by: Report approved by:  

Grant Nalder Alistair Cross  
Manager, Harbours GM Environment 

Management 
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Report 19.202  

Date 14 June 2019 
File CCAB-10-722 

Committee Environment 

Author Al Cross, General Manager, Environment Management 
Wayne O’Donnell, General Manager, Catchment Management 
Luke Troy, General Manager, Strategy 

General Managers' Report to the Environment 
Committee on 20 June 2019 

1. Purpose 

To inform the Environment Committee of Greater Wellington Regional 

Council (GWRC) activities relating to the Committee’s areas of responsibility. 

 

2. Key/Strategic issues 

2.1 Wellington Regional Biodiversity Framework 

The Collaborative Working Group for the Wellington Regional Biodiversity 

Framework has been convened to explore and develop ways of joining up 

biodiversity effort across the region. A hui whanaungatanga (initial informal 

gathering) was held on May 30th and the group members are enthusiastic to get 

started with the work. The first meeting proper will be in late June and a public 

launch will be held in late July. 

The Group has two interim co-chairs, Sharlene Maoate-Davis and Paul 

Blaschke, and permanent co-chairs will be selected by the Group in the next 

couple of months. The membership includes three ohu members (mana whenua 

representatives appointed by the Ara Tahi Leadership Forum) and a 

representative each from Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) and 

the Department of Conservation, who will work alongside ten members 

selected for their varied experience and perspectives on biodiversity work in 

the region. Ali Caddy, a team leader in the Biodiversity department, will 

represent GWRC on the Group. 

GWRC is funding the work of the Group (for a period of up to two years) and a 

dedicated project team is providing secretarial and advisory support. This team 

is led by the Biodiversity department, with support from the Customer 

Engagement and Environmental Science departments 
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2.2 Updating Te Awarua-o-Porirua Harbour Strategy 

Staff from the Biodiversity, Environmental Science and Environmental Policy 

departments have been meeting with partners (Ngāti Toa Rangatira, Porirua 

City Council and Wellington City Council) looking at how Te Awarua-o-

Porirua Harbour and Catchment Strategy and Action Plan might be refreshed 

to incorporate recommendations from the Whaitua Committee and the Ngāti 

Toa Statement. Reviewing the progress of the collaboration to date and what 

might be different in future will be discussed with the Joint Harbour 

Committee at their next workshop in late July 

 

3. Catchment Management 

3.1 Land Management 

3.1.1 Wellington Region Erosion Control Initiative (WRECI) Programme 

The final contract with Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) for the WRECI 

programme 2019-2023 is expected to be complete by the end of June.  The 

proposed contract decreases the proportion of the total works programme 

contributed by GWRC general rates by securing additional funding from MPI. 

Staff have confirmed that this aligns with the Revenue and Financing Policy.   

The winter planting programme has started with a large afforestation project 

already completed.  The first helicopter flight for poplar poles is scheduled for 

Wednesday 12 June, and in preparation for this 3,500 poles have been bundled 

and set aside to be delivered to properties in the Tinui and Castlepoint areas. 

Two contract pole planting teams have been engaged and will be planting 

approximately 2,000 poles per week for the next three months. 

3.1.2 Akura Nursery 

Akura plant Nursery has now opened its doors for another season. Staff and 

contractors have been very busy throughout May getting the shelves and pole 

bays full for what is expected to be a big season. 
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Akura Plant Nursery native seedlings ready to be planted. 

 

So far there has been an increase in native and exotic plant orders through 

WRECI, Contestable Fund and Riparian programmes. WRECI operations this 

winter have already planted 100,000 pine seedlings. 

Internal orders from the Land Management department have been coming 

through and so far there are 140,000 native plants and 230,000 pine seedlings 

ordered. A total of 29,000 poplar and willow poles have been pre-sold for soil 

conservation works and a further 6,000 pre-ordered for river management 

purposes with the Flood Protection Department. 
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Akura Plant Nursery poplar and willow pole ready for delivery. 

3.1.3 Eastern Hill Catchment Schemes 

All six catchment schemes in Eastern Wairarapa – Mataikona, Whareama, 

Homewood, Kaiwhata, Maungaraki and Awhea - have held their annual 

meetings in May. A number of consistent agenda items were covered at all 

meetings including scheme asset review and sharing information about 

Regional Whaitua process. 

Communications were well received about what to expect when the Eastern 

Wairarapa Whaitua process begins. Feedback comments were common relating 

to communities responding proactively to Whaitua planning processes.  Each 

scheme discussed the how, what and when of being proactive and the 

important takeaway message was that they were all keen to be doing something 

now rather than waiting for GWRC to lead the Eastern Whaitua process.   

A massive landslide deposited huge amounts of earth and vegetation into the 

lower reach of the Kaiwhata River on Saturday 1 June 2019. It is anticipated 

that road access will be impeded for a lengthy period as the water backs up 

creating a lake behind it. 
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Kaiwhata River impeded by large landslide 

3.1.4 Farm Environment Plans (FEP) and contestable fund 

Staff are reviewing Land Management processes for implementation of the 

farm system improvement contestable fund.  This will include looking at the 

criteria of the FEP programme and updating it to reflect the Freshwater 

Management Unit (FMU) frameworks coming out of Whaitua Implementation 

Plans and directing funding preferentially towards activities, initiatives or 

projects that will target the contaminant(s) of concern within FMUs.   

The contestable fund for the 2018-19 financial year is on track to meet 

$300,000 of projects funded in the region with around 75% of these in priority 

catchments.  Projects that have been funded to improve water quality and/or 

enhance biodiversity on farms have been roughly equally split between dairy 

and, sheep and beef land uses.  A high level of activity in the programme this 

financial year has been focused on properties around Wairarapa Moana- a 

priority catchment area for the programme. 

3.1.5 Riparian Programme 

The Riparian programme is focussed on making sure that pre-approved 

projects are completed by the end of the financial year.  Demand for support 

through the Riparian programme has increased over the last few months.  In 

light of this, a review of the riparian programme, and criteria used to evaluate 

potential projects is being undertaken.  

Discussions have started with MPI to look at opportunities to expand the 

Riparian programme through a One Billion Trees partnerships grant. 
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3.2 Biosecurity 

3.2.1 Greater Wellington Regional Pest Management Plan 2019-2039 
(RPMP)  

The Hearing Panel’s decision and the draft RPMP were adopted at the Council 

meeting on 14 May and notified publically on 29 May 2019 in local papers and 

on our website. Any appeals to the Environment Court must be made by the 20 

June 2019. 

 

3.2.2 MPI National Fruit Fly Response 

Nine Biosecurity staff have been deployed to assist with the national fruit fly 

eradication program in Auckland. They are currently working Monday to 

Friday in Auckland and returning for the weekend. This program is likely to go 

on for a number of months. Biosecurity will continue to assist this program for 

as long as we are able to maintain our regional commitments at the same time.  

We have received very positive feedback from MPI about GWRC staff conduct 

and competence. One senior staff member will remain in Auckland for up to 8 

weeks in an operations manager position. 

3.2.3 Regional Possum and Predator Control Programme (RPPCP) 

Approximately 108,000ha of possum control has been completed to date. It is 

likely that an additional 8,900ha will be treated during the year as an extra 

project (Te Whanga) has been incorporated into this year’s programme. To 

date five possum control projects have undergone monitoring and the average 

RTC is 3.3% (vs 5% target). 

Mustelid control has been completed for the year including 119 traps set 

throughout the Otaki project on the Kapiti Coast protecting a variety of native 

birds (marsh crake, spotless crake, bittern, pied stilts, dabchicks, banded 

dotterels, wrybill and Royal spoonbill) over 15 wetlands in the region. In 

Wairarapa,  traps are set along the Ruamahanga River north of Masterton to 

protect the entire Region’s breeding population of Black billed gull. Other 

birds present and likely to benefit from the control are banded dotterel, black 

fronted dotterel, black shags, NZ pipits and pied stilts.  

Preparation is currently underway to determine the RPPCP for the 2019/20 

year. TBfree NZ has advised that 42,000ha (Pakowhai, Aohanga, Mataikona 

and Stronvar) will be declared Bovine Tb free as at 30 June 2019. The RPPCP 

for the 2019/20 now includes 181,000ha of land declared bovine tuberculosis 

free and a further 4,300ha of mustelid control. 

3.2.4  Wainuiomata Mainland Island aerial rat control. 

The Biodiversity Department has engaged Biosecurity (BioWorks team) to 

undertake aerial 1080 baiting over 2,745ha within the Wainuiomata Mainland 

Island (MLI) during the 2019 year to minimise the impact of rat and stoat 

population increase on native birds following the imminent mast event.  

Environment Committee 20 June 2019 Order Paper - General Managers Report

265



GENERAL MANAGERS' REPORT TO THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE ON 20 JUNE 2019 PAGE 7 OF 37 

3.2.5 Predator Free Miramar  

The Predator Free Wellington – Miramar eradication project has been 

gathering pace recently. Thirteen new staff have been recruited for completing 

the field work in the urban and commercial areas on the peninsular. Contracts 

have been agreed upon with three main contractors to complete all of the work 

in the bush reserves, coastal areas and selected commercial sites. The control is 

planned to start by mid-June over bush and coastal areas followed by the 

residential and commercial properties beginning of July. 

To date, 86% of all residential and commercial property owners have given 

permission to host a predator control device. It is expected that the remaining 

properties will be signed up before the end of June. 

We have worked with Wellington Airport to develop a mutually agreeable plan 

to enable effective pest control, while maintaining a safe, unobstructed busy 

airport. Part of this compromise was to only complete control work from 1am 

till 5am. 

3.3 Biodiversity 

3.3.1 Wetland Programme 

 54 landowners with wetlands are now signed up to the Wetland Programme (a 

total of 76 wetlands as some have more than one on their property). 36 of these 

wetland sites have approved Wetland Restoration Management Plans 

3.3.2 Biodiversity Advocacy 

 Staff coordinated a Restoration Workshop in Wellington for community 

conservation groups, which focused on health and safety. The workshop was 

delivered by Conservation Volunteers New Zealand. Participants learned how 

to identify and manage risks, and how to keep their volunteers safe and 

productive 

 A Freshwater Hui for community was held in Lower Hutt on Friday 7 June. 

The Hui provided an opportunity for those involved in freshwater restoration to 

come together for a day of collaboration, professional development, 

networking and inspiration. Attendees included community volunteers, mana 

whenua and agency experts from across the region. GWRC and the Ministry 

for the Environment fund Mountains to Sea Wellington to deliver this event 

 Restoration Day was held in Waikanae on 18 May and was well received by 

participants. The theme this year was Caring for our Coasts and speakers 

issued a range of calls to action – to get busy on climate change, to collaborate 

and get together more (particularly community restoration groups with iwi) and 

to shift our thinking when it comes to coastal erosion. This year the event was 

led by the Department of Conservation, with support from GWRC, local 

councils and other organisations. GWRC will lead the event for another three 

year period from 2022 
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Restoration Day participants observing a lizard garden on the Paekakariki 
Escarpment 

 

3.4 Flood Protection 

3.4.1 Asset Management & Operations 

 
a) Western Operations  
Rock groyne repairs have been completed along the Hutt River and two new 

rock groynes have been built in the Otaki River above Mangahaene Island. 

  

Otaki river rock groynes under 

construction 

Waikanae Expressway 

Bridge: Diversion cut and 

extraction 
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In conjunction with the resource consents project we have worked with NZTA, 

M2PP, Te Atiawa ki Whakarongotai and KCDC to complete a small project that 

was outstanding from the McKays to Peka Peka expressway project. The work 

includes gravel extraction, channel realignment, a new rock line and planting 

under the Expressway Bridge.  Due to time constraints we applied for an 

extension to work into June.  Approval for has been granted by Environmental 

Regulation with support from Te Atiawa ki Whakarongotai and Fish and Game.   

The work has been undertaken by a local contractor and supervised by GWRC 

staff.  This is the most significant in stream work GWRC has carried out in the 

bed of the Waikanae River for some years, so it has provided a good opportunity 

for GWRC to apply processes that may be required for future works.  The work 

was supported by some excellent communications provided by GWRC staff 

which helped us to progress the work while keeping local landowners and the 

wider public both safe and informed. 

b) Wairarapa Operations  
The Annual River Scheme Committee meetings are underway. The information 

presented in these meetings is provided by GWRC staff across a number of 

teams including Finance, Hydrology, Science Integration, Environmental Policy, 

and Flood Protection teams. 

 
Programmed work completed in the Waingawa River Scheme 

The Te Kāuru FMP Subcommittee Chair, Bob Francis and Francie Morrow, 

Project Manager, Floodplain Management Planning, provided an update on the 

Te Kāuru Floodplain Management Plan (FMP). GWRC Councillor Adrienne 

Staples provided insight on the Waiohine Action Group (WAG) and 

Mangatarere Catchment Management Plan, community driven processes.  

The advisory committees for each scheme confirmed the recommendations that 

the proposed works programmes and scheme rates for their respective schemes 

be approved and noted by the Environment Committee. There are two more 

scheme meetings to be scheduled and these will complete the Annual River 

Scheme meetings for this financial year.  
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3.4.2 Investigations, Strategy and Planning 

The Investigations, Strategy, and Planning main focus areas are the two 

Wairarapa FMPs; the Waiohine and the Te Kāuru. Alongside these we are 

delivering survey, gravel analysis, hydraulic modelling and advisory services.  

Floodplain Management Plans (FMPs’) 

Waiohine FMP, Upper Wairarapa Valley 

A community led project is currently underway to understand the flood risk and 

develop mitigation options.  

 

Progress to date: The Waiohine project team is continuing to work through the 

river management, emergency management and environmental aspects of the 

FMP. The team have engaged with operational staff, WREMO, Environment 

and Policy staff and river process academics. Alongside the development of the 

plan the project team is completing drainage works around the Te Uru o Tane 

Urupā to alleviate some ground water issues in advance of a larger stop banking 

project.  

Looking forward:  

Over the next quarter the project team will be finishing engaging with subject 

matter experts, deliberating and decision making ahead of producing a first draft 

of the plan. This first draft is expected to be delivered in July.   

Otaki FMP review 

The Otaki FMP was approved in June 1998 which outlined the river 

management, major flood defence projects and environmental actions to manage 

flooding on the Otaki River. This FMP is being reviewed to confirm that it is 

still appropriate and to confirm progress against the implementation actions.  

Progress to date: The project team has discussed the major projects with Nga 

Hapu o Otaki and Kāpiti Coast District Council (KCDC). Further workshops are 

being established with KCDC to discuss the planning control measures 

described in the FMP. 

Looking forward:  
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The next step for this project is to run a series of public events and to speak to 

specific landowners about the FMP options and current status. Further 

workshops will be held with KCDC to discuss the planning control measures 

and how they are currently being implemented.  

Flood Warning review 

Emergency management is a key component of flood risk management work has 

been underway in the department to understand our current warning and 

response capability and develop a robust warning and response system.  

 In April workshops were facilitated by GNS and attended by Met-service, Hutt 

City Council (HCC), Wellington Water, Wellington Regional Emergency 

Management Office (WREMO) as well as representatives from the local 

community to develop a strawman flood warning system.  

These workshops identified three key challenges; 

- Limited interagency response plan – Processes between flood protection 

and WREMO are not clearly defined.  

- Limited warning capability – GWRC currently has limited flood warning 

capability to facilitate proactive emergency management.  

- Limited community awareness – Community awareness of flood risk and 

what actions to take are generally low within communities.   

Looking Forward:  

Flood protection is working in conjunction with ESci and WREMO to develop a 

programme of work that will seek to address the three challenges outlined 

above. These programmes will be a collaboration between the three departments 

and it is envisaged that they will go live on July 1. 

  

3.4.3 Floodplain Management Plan Implementation 

RiverLink, Te awa kairangi/Hutt River, Hutt City 

In April, Martin White commenced in the role as RiverLink Project Director, 

and commenced recruitment of the project office required to support delivery of 

the next phase of work. RiverLink Project Manager will commence in quarter 4 

this year, and the project office expanded to bring in officers from GWRC and 

HCC, and NZ Transport Agency (NZTA).  

Negotiations continue with the preferred supplier for the design and consenting 

consultancy services, with an amended programme seeking to appoint the team 

before the end of financial year. 

NZTA is working towards completion of the Detail Business Case (DBC) for 

the Melling Transport Improvements. 

GWRC, HCC and NZTA continue to work together to look for ways to bring 

NZTA into the design and consenting phase for RiverLink, and realising the cost 
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and benefit opportunities that come from sharing the consenting work and 

jointly engaging the communities of Hutt City and the region. 

GWRC has continued with its property acquisition requirements for the delivery 

of the flood protection upgrade works, completing sale and purchase agreements 

for 76 of the 118 required. HCC continue with their legal processes regarding 

the property acquisitions along Daly St. NZTA have yet to confirm further 

details of their future property requirements; these overlap GWRC’s property 

interests and therefore will affect project net costs. 

Other aspects of work that are continuing or upcoming are: 

 Continuing the focus of the RiverLink engagement to work with the local 

business and retail community, this includes working with a group of 

south-end of high street businesses interested in space activation work 

complete in the riverbank carpark across the stopbank into Andrews 

Avenue through to the southern end of High Street. 

 Two chamber of commerce events, where the RiverLink project team 

will present about the project and answer questions from the attendees. 

 RiverLink featuring as a field trip choice for the IPWEA 2019 

conference in Wellington 

 RiverLink featuring as a site visit as part of the LGNZ Regional Sector 

Leadership group regional tour. 

 Geotechnical investigations should commence in the fourth quarter. 

 

Lower Wairarapa Development Scheme Improvement works 

The Pukio East Stopbank realignment work continues to be progressed by the 

Southern Wairarapa team managing the construction work. The first phase of the 

new stopbank construction has been completed. Construction stages 2 and 3 will 

be undertaken in the 2019/20 financial year.  

 
Pukio East Stopbank Construction underway 
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Stage 1 Construction 1 complete 

 

4. Environment Management 

4.1 Environmental Science 

 

4.1.1 Mātauranga Māori Hui 

A regional sector hui was held in Wellington 21-22 May to talk about 

Mātauranga Maori and cultural monitoring as related to the National Policy 

Statement for Freshwater Management (NPS-FM). It brought together 

attendees from Iwi, Ministry for the Environment, Environment Protection 

Agency, the Institute of Environmental Science and Research and regional 

councils. It was great to hear what is happening across the sector (some great 

mahi from Bay of Plenty Regional Council and Auckland Council). There was 

a lot of korero about moving on from talking about being partners with mana 

whenua to being true partners and providing tino rangatiratanga. A key 

message was that more korero is required about mana whenua monitoring 

needs, rather than regional council’s needs. 

 

 

Left: Bay of Plenty Regional Council’s Mātauranga Māori framework. Right: 

attendees at Mātauranga Māori Hui 
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4.1.2 Weather 

Our warm season climate and water resources report has just come out. It's 

packed with heaps of data, colourful maps and graphs as usual. You can read it 

here:  

http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/Our-Environment/Environmental-

monitoring/Environmental-Reporting/Climate-and-Water-Resource-

SummarywarmSeason-2019.pdf  

  

There were a number of key observations from global (macro) scale to site 

measurement (micro) scale, including: 

  

 Global scale, ocean heat content last year was the highest on record 

(averaged over a large 2,000 metre layer into the ocean, this is a lot of 

stored heat). 

 Hemispheric scale: blocking high forcing moist onshore flow onto the 

east coast - more rain for our farmers. 

 New Zealand scale: Marine heat wave is ongoing, helping explain this 

warm autumn of late. 

 Regional scale: rainfall ranging between 250% the average and less 

than 20% average within the warm season.  

 Whaitua scale: lots of action in the Ruamahanga whaitua; 

 Measurement site scale: river flow of 888% above average in Dec, and 

6% of the average in March, at Pahaoa in the Wairarapa Coast (it must 

be cool to live nearby and watch this variation). 

 

 
Example of the whaitua based summaries from latest Climate and Water 

Resources Summary for the Wellington Region 
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4.1.3 Random ecological network 

Over the last three years the marine and freshwater team has been working 

towards establishing a random ecological network to obtain ecological 

information about our region. A total of 48 randomly selected sites across the 

region have been surveyed. Sampling includes habitat assessments, fish 

surveys, and invertebrate sampling. We are now about to begin our data 

analysis and the results will be one of the first times we are able to report on 

fish community health.  

 

 
The variety of sites assessed as part of the random ecology network. 

 

4.1.4 Air quality monitoring in Carterton 

In Carterton, approximately 71% of homes report using wood fires for heating. 

When wood is burnt it releases fine particles into the air which are measured as 

PM10 or PM2.5. These tiny particles can affect the health of children, the elderly 

and those with respiratory conditions. GWRC has an obligation to monitor 

winter air quality in Carterton every three years for the purposes of determining 

compliance with the National Environmental Standard for Air Quality.  

GWRC’s mobile air quality monitoring trailer was installed in Carterton in 

early May to monitor PM2.5 particles. We are monitoring PM2.5 rather than 

PM10 as the Ministry for the Environment have signalled their intention to 

move to a PM2.5 standard rather than PM10 as is presently used. 
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4.1.5 Vital Floodwarning Network Upgrades – Tararua Range 

The Hydrology team operate and maintain a network of high altitude rain 

gauges in the Tararua Range. These are a vital early warning tool as part of the 

council’s floodwarning responsibilities. 

The sites were installed in 1991 and infrastructure such as the equipment 

housing, cabling and measurement gauges have not been upgraded since then 

and are they finally starting to show signs of wear and tear from the extreme 

environment they inhabit. 

As well as replacing and upgrading existing infrastructure we are improving 

the resilience of the floodwarning network by installing dual rain gauges 

sensors and dual communication devices. This will ensure that is one form of 

measurement or communication is disabled for any reason then we will still 

have access to data from the site. 

   

Tararua Range floodwarning rain gauge installations. Left: Mt Kapakapanui, 

elevation 1102m. Right: Penn Creek at McIntosh, elevation 1286m 

 

4.1.6 Wellington Water Rain Gauge Network 

A new rain gauge installation at Haywards Hill will complete the 2018/19 year 

of site installs for the Wellington Water (WWL) contract. This network is used 
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by WWL to better manage their storm water networks in real-time and respond 

to flooding issues, as well as gain a better understanding of the distribution of 

the rainfall across the four cities. 

 

This network currently consists of 19 rain gauges located in urban areas within 

WCC, Porirua City Council (PCC), HCC and Upper Hutt City Council 

(UHCC) boundaries. A further 11 sites are to be established over the next two 

years.  
 

4.1.7 Terrestrial Ecology State of the Environment monitoring programme 
milestone 

The terrestrial ecology team have just completed the final year of a five-year 

monitoring programme that established monitoring sites across the Wellington 

region on an 8 x 8km grid. At each site, birds, vegetation and pests are 

surveyed to provide a picture of the state of terrestrial biodiversity in the 

region. There are a total of 126 sampling points, 35 of which are being 

monitored by either the Ministry for the Environment for national carbon 

accounting purposes or by the Department of Conservation on public land for 

biodiversity purposes. The remaining 91 sites have been measured by GWRC.  

Interesting findings so far have included the high diversity of native birds and 

plants in the low intensity farming areas, the difference any native vegetation 

makes to the presence of native bird species and the impact of deer on forest 

growth in the eastern Wairarapa. The first re-measurements of the grid will 

begin next spring and changes in biodiversity present will be recorded. 

 

Map of the terrestrial ecology State of the Environment monitoring programme 
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4.1.8 Action planning for regionally threatened plant species 

Wellington’s regionally threatened plant species was the topic for botanists 

from around the  Wellington region in May The majority of these regionally 

threatened species are also nationally threatened and recommendations for 

protection, propagation possibilities or monitoring were collated. Forty-eight 

regionally critical, fifteen regionally endangered and nine regionally vulnerable 

species were listed.  

For example, there is a nationally critically threatened plant community type 

present in the coastal area of the eastern Wairarapa. The coastal turf 

community is comprised of low-growing plants that are reliant on salt spray. A 

recent survey found that most of the 30-odd communities identified were small, 

generally in poor condition, invaded by the exotic buck’s horn plantain 

(Plantago coronopus), and under severe pressure from coastal erosion.  The 

distribution is currently being mapped and the condition of these communities 

established as a baseline for future monitoring of sea level rise impacts of 

climate change. Long-term management options may include repatriation and 

controlled grazing to prevent these short plants from being out competed by 

taller pasture grasses. 

 

4.1.9 Training/upskilling 

Staff from ESci have been attending workshops to hone their skills, including: 

 A two-day workshop with Stella McQueen organised by Mountains 

to Sea Wellington was well attended by GWRC staff, teachers and 

interested community groups. The workshop started with education 

about why we should monitor followed up with a practical setting of 

nets and traps. ESci staff routinely do fish surveys as part of our 

work, so this was a terrific opportunity to continue upskilling. This 

also gives staff confidence when teaching community, iwi and school 

groups how to look after their own streams, as part of our citizen 

science programme. 

                              

Left: Stella McQueen shows how to set a fyke net. Right: Fin spines 

help identify giant kōkopu. 

 A half day workshop in the Horokiri stream, Porirua to learn how to 

do an inanga spawning habitat survey. This was organised by Alton 

Perrie (GWRC) and led by Winsome Marshall from EOS Ecology. 

Attendees came from DoC, Otaki mana whenua and rangatahi from 

Wairarapa, and of course GWRC staff. Everybody managed to find 
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at least one inanga egg – not easy to do when it’s the size of a pin 

head (see picture). The rangatahi will be adding the skills learned to 

their kiatiakitanga ‘toolbox’ 

 

  Left: Alton and Winsome discuss the site. Right: spot the inanga egg. 

 

 

4.2 Environment Regulation 

4.2.1 Non-notified consents processed 

Between 1 January 2019 and 31 May 2019 a total of 204 consents have been 

granted on a non-notified basis. A summary of the type of consent and the area 

to which it pertains is set out in the table below. 

 

Territorial 

Authority 

Coastal 

Permit 

Discharge 

permit 

Land use 

consent 

Water 

permit 

Total 

CDC   4 8 3 15 

HCC 3 12 19 4 38 

KCDC 2 10 10 3 25 

MDC 2 8 12   22 

PCC 9 9 11 4 31 

SWDC 1 7 12 13 33 

UHCC   2 3   5 

WCC 6 6 12 6 29 

Region wide     3   3 

Total 23 58 90 33 204 

 

There were no particular non-notified consents of note with the predominant 

consent type being for land use consents, mainly for bores. There were also a 

number of water take renewals in South Wairarapa. 

4.2.2 Consenting 

Featherston Wastewater re-consenting  

As previously reported, the GWRC officers report was filed on 1 March 2019    

and the recommendation was to decline. Since then South Wairarapa District 

Council, submitters’ and GWRC all lodged evidence.  The matter was 
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scheduled for a one to two week long hearing, commencing 27 May however a 

decision was made to defer the hearing at the request of SWDC due to a 

number of issues.  GWRC and SWDC are currently working through a 

collaborative process to try and resolve some of the issues surrounding the 

application.  

NCI Packaging Ltd re-consenting  

NCIs existing consent expires in August 2019 and they have submitted a 

consent application to continue to discharge contaminants to air associated with 

manufacturing metal packaging in Upper Hutt.  The application is being 

technically reviewed by PDP and further information has been requested from 

the applicant.  It is anticipated that the consent process will be limited notified 

as per the last consent process. 

Hutt Valley wastewater network overflows 

Wellington Water Ltd (WWL) has applied to renew three existing discharge 

permits which currently authorise intermittent discharges of untreated 

wastewater into freshwater during wet weather events from constructed 

overflows at the Silverstream storage tank (Hutt River), Barber Grove pump 

station (Hutt River) and Wellington Road pump station (Black Creek, 

Wainuiomata). WWL are seeking a five year duration with a view to aligning 

these within a wider consenting framework designed to manage all wastewater 

network overflows in the Hutt Valley with an integrated catchment-wide 

approach to managing the wastewater and storm-water networks. The 

application is currently awaiting further information and is being technically 

reviewed by NIWA (on behalf of GWRC). Consultation is ongoing with RPH 

and iwi.  

4.2.3 Pre-application  

Wairarapa Water Use Storage Project  

We are currently undertaking preliminary pre-application work discussions for 

the above project. We are planning to hold a series of workshops with the 

consultants and key GWRC staff members to work collaboratively through the 

technical and planning issues. The aim of the workshops is to devise some 

clear processing pathways and highlighting the key issues/risks involved.  The 

first workshop is set for 17 June 2019.      

Porirua wastewater collaborative pilot project 

A Multi-Criteria Analysis (MCA) workshop is to be held in June 2019. In 

preparation for the MCA, a series of workshops have been undertaken by the 

group to set the MCA assessment criteria, weight each criteria, and briefly 

describe each of the nine options. The options are combinations between 

different plant outfall options, treatment quality, conveyance and/or storage 

within the network. Wellington Water (WWL) and their consultants/advisors 

are currently preparing comparative assessment reports on the shortlisted 

options, some of which have been hampered by updated population growth 

predictions and pressures related to the redevelopment of Porirua East.  The 

MCA will involve all the collaborative group parties: WWL and their 

consultants/advisors, GWRC, Porirua City Council, Wellington City Council, 

Regional Public Health, Ngati Toa and members of the Porirua Harbour Trust. 
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The MCA is a tool that will help the group decide on a preferred option to 

present to the Joint Venture (JV) committee (WCC and PCC councillors) in 

August 2019. The JV will make the final decision on the option to carry 

through to the detailed design, assessment and consenting phase for the plant 

and network. The resource consent applications for treatment plant discharges 

are due to be lodged in February 2020. 

4.2.4 Compliance, Investigations and Enforcement 

Silverstream Landfill 

GWRC received 11 notifications from Stokes Valley residents about odour 

coming from Silverstream Landfill on Friday 17th May 2019. Two duty 

officers attended the area on the evening of the 17th, and determined an 

offensive and objectionable odour to be coming from the landfill, which is a 

breach of the landfill’s resource consent. We have launched an investigation 

into this breach, and are talking to Hutt City Council, Pioneer Energy Ltd and 

Waste Management New Zealand in regard to their actions onsite leading up to 

the odour. 

Transmission Gully Project 

On 10 May 2019, four Infringement Notices were issued to the contractors 

(CPB HEB JV) for repeated non-compliance, both in procedures and 

management of erosion and sediment controls onsite, resulting in discharges of 

sediment laden water into streams. Formal warnings have also been issued to 

NZTA and the Wellington Gateway Partnership in relation to these incidents. 

These incidents occurred in January, February and March.   

Wellington Water 

On 14 May 2019, an infringement notice was issued to Wellington Water (and 

one also issued to their contractor) for unconsented works they undertook in a 

stream in Upper Hutt in February.  Environmental Regulation officers are 

working to assist Wellington Water in getting the appropriate consents in place 

and in providing the correct information to their contractors.  

 

4.3 Environmental Policy 

4.3.1 Whaitua update 

Te Awarua-o-Porirua Whaitua 

The completion of the Ngati Toa Rangatira Statement and Te Awarua-o-

Porirua Whaitua Implementation Programme is to be celebrated on 19 June 

2019 at Takapūwāhia Marae. Three Ministers of the Crown were invited but 

are unable to attend. Councillors from GWRC, WCC and PCC have been 

invited.  

Officers are considering options for implementing the regulatory 

recommendations through a plan change/variation process. Non-regulatory 

recommendations are being considered as part of the review of Te Awarua-o-

Porirua Harbour and Catchment Strategy and Action Plan.  
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Whaitua Te Whanganui-a-Tara 

Whaitua Te Whanganui-a-Tara Committee has now held five meetings (the 

most recent being 10 June 2019).  

At its fourth meeting, held at Hutt City Council, the Committee confirmed its 

Foundational Framework as guiding principles based on kawa and tikanga (see 

below). The Committee discussed the National Policy Statement for 

Freshwater Management (NPSFM) which must be implemented by Council by 

2025 (meaning limits and objectives will be set in regional plans for all 

waterbodies and catchments to maintain and improve fresh water quality). The 

Committee is interested in using different terminology and framing from the 

NPSFM including use of Māori terms such as Waiora, Waimāori, Waimate, 

and Waitapu alongside or instead of bands (A,B,C,D).  

The Committee has established subgroups for communications/engagement 

and policy development. The policy subgroup, chaired by Cr. Blakely and 

Hikitia Ropata, has started work on 100 year visions, problem definitions and 

an analytical policy framework. This is due to be workshopped with the full 

committee on 10 June.  

The Committee submitted on Wellington City Council’s Planning for Growth 

consultation documents. The submission included the group’s Kawa 

Foundational Framework and highlighted the need for new development and 

policies for its design to take into account the requirements of the NPSFM to 

maintain and improve water quality in freshwater and receiving environments, 

and the implications on three-waters infrastructure and allocation limits. 

Kāpiti Whaitua 

Preliminary work is underway to support the establishment of the Kāpiti 

Whaitua Committee in late 2020.  

The Kāpiti Whaitua is defined by the Waitohu catchment on GWRC North 

Western boundary, includes the Western Tararua range and runs south to 

Wainui (the mountain immediately inland from Paekakaariki adjacent to 

Transmission Gully).  The Whaitua captures Waikanae and Ōtaki rivers, their 

estuaries and associated wetlands.  There are three iwi represented in the area; 

Ngā Hapū o Ōtaki (who represent Ngāti Raukawa interests within our region), 

Ᾱtiawa ki Whakarongotai and Ngāti Toa Rangatira and one territorial authority 

Kāpiti Coast District Council. 

It is anticipated that while a single Whaitua wide process is proposed, Ōtaki 

and Waikanae catchment communities will identify their objectives and 

develop limits independently before bringing their findings together to address 

matters in common and form a Whaitua Implementation Plan with regulatory 

partners. 

Although the formal process of establishing catchment freshwater limits and 

objectives in Kāpiti is not scheduled until 2020, development of a Waikanae ki 

uta ki tai catchment management programme provides an opportunity to make 

progress this year.  Waikanae ki uta ki tai supports a collaborative programme 

process and is aimed at restoring the River to a ‘healthy functioning 
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state’.  Key initial work-streams and milestones for Waikanae ki uta ki tai 

include: 

 Vision and values 

 Issues list 

 Decision-making process 

 Status quo stocktake and assessment 

 Science/monitoring framework 

 Programme plan 

These matters are all fundamental to Whaitua processes for setting catchment 

objectives and limits and are essential to implementation of non-regulatory 

methods to maintain and improve water quality.  GW in partnership with DOC, 

Ᾱtiawa ki Whakarongotai and KCDC are supporting the programme 

development. 

WHAITUA TE WHANGANUI A TARA– FOUNDATIONAL FRAMEWORK 

(Te Reo and English words reflect each other and not a direct translation) 

 
TE PŪTAKE 

  
“Kei te pūtake o Te Whaitua o Te Whanganui a Tara tōna mauri mana motuhake... hei oranga 

mo te katoa”.  
The mauri of Te Whaitua o Te Whanganui a Tara and the communities who live within it is 

nurtured, strengthened and able to flourish. 

  
TE WHANGANUI A TARA PEPEHA 

  

No te kawa ora te mauri o te wai 

From the ultimate life principles is the vitality of water. 

  

Ka tupu te taurikura o ngā iwi, ngā uri, ngā ruranga katoa 

From this the nourishment of the iwi, their descendants and those who call this place 

home is provided. 

  

Ko tātou katoa ngā tāngata tiaki o ēnei wai! 

For we all are the responsible guardians of these waters 

  

NGA KAWA 

Te Kawa Tuatahi: Te Kawa Ora 

Ko te Whaitua o Te Whanganui a Tara te mātāpuna o te ora: The waters give life. 

The waters of te Whaitua o Te Whanganui a Tara are the source of spiritual and 

physical sustenance for all life within its waters and lands. 

 

 Te Kawa Tuarua: Te Kawa Wai 
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E rere kau mai ngā wai iti, ngā wai roa, ngā wai nui, ngā wai puna, ngā wai tuku kiri mai 

i ngā pae maunga ki Tangaroa:  The waters flow from the mountains and hills to the 

sea. 

Within te Whaitua o Te Whanganui a Tara is a living system of interconnected 

waterways, streams, rivers, springs and groundwater that flow from the hills to the sea. 

  

Te Kawa Tuatoru: Ko Te Kawa Tiaki 

Ko tātou enei wai, ko tātou ngā tāngata tiaki: we are these waters, we are responsible 

for their care. 

The communities of the Whaitua are united with, depend on and have responsibility for 

the waters of te Whaitua o Te Whanganui a Tara, the health of which is vital to all that 

live within it. 

  

Te Kawa Tuwhwa: Te Kawa Honohono 

Ngā manga iti, ngā manga nui e piripiri kau ana, ka tupu ngā awa, ka tupu te taurikura o 

ngā tāngata katoa: the small and large streams that flow into one another form the 

numerous rivers, Harbour and coast which provide nourishment for all. 

Whaitua Te Whanganui a Tara is woven from the land, the waters and the life within it. 

It transcends its component threads and cradles all who live within it. 

4.3.2 Proposed Natural Resource Plan update 

All public hearings for the proposed Natural Resources Plan have now been 

completed and the public hearings formally closed by the Hearing Panel on 1 

April 2019.  The hearing panel is now completing its deliberations and drafting 

the decisions on submissions. Decisions must be publicly notified by 31 July 

2019.  Officers are assisting the Panel in completing this process. 

4.3.3 Progress with Plan Variation 1 

Policy options for achieving the freshwater objectives of the Ruamāhanga 

Whaitua Implementation Programme were discussed with the Ruamāhanga 

Whaitua Committee on 6 May.  Feedback from this meeting has been 

incorporated into a paper that was taken to Te Upoko Taiao – Natural Resource 

Management Committee (Te Upoko Taiao) on 11 June.   

The draft issues statements and explanations, draft objectives and associated 

s32 evaluation, which were due to be taken to the 26 March meeting (cancelled 

due to lack of a quorum) of Te Upoko Taiao will also be taken to the 11 June 

meeting. 

4.3.4 National Planning Standards implications 

Officers are reviewing the national planning standards and working with a 

planning consultant to determine the changes required to be compliant with the 

planning standards. 

Changes will be required to the Natural Resources Plan and the Regional 

Policy Statement, as well as developing an e-planning platform. 

There will be choices to be made regarding both Plan Variation 1 (and future 

whaitua variations) and the review of the Regional Policy Statement to 

determine how much we ‘front load’ the planning standards definitions and 

structure into these processes. 
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The Regional Policy Statement must be changed to the standard structure 

within three years. Depending on the ease and implications of changing to the 

new structure, there may be merit in undertaking a review of the Statement 

earlier than the 10 years statutory timeframe. We will be looking to discuss the 

options and get agreement with the district councils, given the flow on effects 

for district plans as well as the regional plan. 

4.3.5 City and District Council plan changes and resource consents 

Territorial 
Authority 

Status of 
Document 

Name of 
Document 

Main topics 
commented on 

Action 

Upper Hutt 
City Council 

Proposed 
plan 
change 

Proposed plan 
change 42 
Mangaroa and 
Pinehaven Flood 
Hazard Extents 

Flood hazard 
and policy 
provisions 

Save our Hills have 
withdrawn their appeal and 
the file is closed. The 
Jeffries appeal has been 
resolved by the addition of 
an advice note to the 
relevant chapters advising 
that regional consents may 
also be required.  

Wellington 
City Council  

Proposed 
plan 
change 

Proposed District 
Plan Change 83 –
Kiwi Point Quarry 

Effects of 
proposed quarry 
extension for 
gravel extraction 
activities on 
biodiversity 

Plan change approved.  
Awaiting notice of any 
appeals on our issues. 

Hutt City 
Council 

Draft plan 
change  

Draft district plan 
change significant 
natural areas 

Identification 
and protection of 
significant 
biodiversity 
provisions 

Awaiting resolution in the 
Environment Court of a 
previous plan change 
removing blanket protection 
for urban trees, prior to any 
further direction on the 
Forest and Bird legal action.  

Hutt City 
Council 

Draft 
private plan 
change 

190,236,268 
Stratton St and 310 
Normandale Rd 

Stream 
retention, 
earthworks and 
indigenous 
biodiversity 

Consultation on layout and 
lot numbers as changed 
from rural to rural 
residential. 
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Territorial 
Authority 

Status of 
Document 

Name of 
Document 

Main topics 
commented on 

Action 

Porirua City 
Council 

Notified 
resource 
consent 

12 lot subdivision 
and construction of 
10 buildings in the 
Rural zone 
Plimmerton 

Possible 
stormwater 
management 
issues 

Application being assessed 
for need for submission. 

Porirua City 
Council 

Preparation 
for Draft 
District Plan 

District Plan Review  Alignment with 
policy and 
operational 
matters 

A draft is now due in 
September.   

Kapiti 
Coast 
District 
Council 

Decision 
version 

Proposed District 
Plan Decisions 
version 2017  

Joined as S274 
party to appeals 
on matters in 
submission 

Issues with the layout of 
areas in the structure plan 
for the city centre and traffic 
continue to be unresolved.  

South 
Wairarapa 
District 
Council 

Proposed 
private plan 
change and 
resource 
consent 

Orchards 
Retirement Village 
Greytown 

Stormwater 
management 
and transport 
connectivity 

Submission lodged. 

 

4.4 Parks 

Parks Planning – Parks Network Plan review  

After the conclusion of internal workshops exploring issues and opportunities 

in detail, parks planners are now writing various sections of the new draft plan 

in liaison with officers from across Greater Wellington. An Environment 

Committee workshop is planned to discuss draft material and seek feedback. 

Queen Elizabeth Park 

Site preparation for the winter planting programme has been completed. 12,000 

plants will be planted by schools, corporate and community participants. An 

additional 3000 plants will be planted along stream banks and in previously 

planted areas, these being Matai, Totara, and Kahikatea. A further 8.2 hectares 

will be planted in the Maclean Trust site and other retired park areas by 

contractors using the “Q” plant technique developed in conjunction with 

Groundtruth, a local Paekakariki company.  

The public engagement sessions for the draft Coastal Erosion plan for the 

Wellington Road section of Queen Elizabeth Park have been completed with 

150 people having taken part. Submissions close on 7 June, feedback will be 

considered and incorporated into a final concept plan which will be presented 

to the Environment Committee for discussion at the August meeting. Overall 

feedback has been very positive with many people commenting it is good to 

see an agency taking this issue seriously. 

Environment Committee 20 June 2019 Order Paper - General Managers Report

285



GENERAL MANAGERS' REPORT TO THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE ON 20 JUNE 2019 PAGE 27 OF 37 

A total 28.5 hectares of gorse and other weeds were aerial sprayed in the south 

eastern section of the park, over around three hours.  This includes 4 hectares 

in an area which had been retired some years ago from farming, but where 

gorse had subsequently taken over the site. Another 2-3 hours will be required 

as weather allows to finish off the work. A drone is also to be used to control a 

large area of blackberry to allow restoration of that site. 

Work is underway to upgrade a carpark at the US Marines Memorial site, to 

tidy it up and enhance disabled access to the site and the bird hide in the nearby 

Marines wetland. 

Battle Hill Farm Forest Park 

Approximately 5ha of marginal grazed land adjacent to the Battle Hill bush 

reserve has been retired and the first 3.5 hectares will be planted over the 

coming winter season.  

As part of the ongoing pest control operation 19 goats were discovered and 

destroyed in the reserve area; this mob has been transient through the valley for 

some time. 

Following conclusion of the equestrian eventing season, Battle Hill Eventing 

Incorporated has made many improvements to the cross country course to keep 

up with health and safety requirements imposed by their governing body.  At 

their recent AGM they expressed their appreciation for how the park is 

looking, reflecting comments by many of their competitors over the past 

season. They have especially noticed the lack of weeds, the condition of 

pastures and the growth of the trees in the riparian retirement margins.  

 

One Day Event at Battle Hill 
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The Wellington RDA arena was officially opened by their Patron the Governor 

General Dame Patsy Reddy, capping off many years of hard work by RDA 

staff and volunteers. 

 

 

Dignitaries at the arena opening 

 

 Belmont Regional Park 
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The new track to connect Hill Road and the Old Coach Road is largely complete 

with some tidying and gravelling works to be completed before the end of June. 

We are discussing a name for the trail with Iwi and once confirmed signs will be 

completed and an opening arranged. This is the last of the major projects to be 

completed using funds from Transmission Gully land sale proceeds. 

Fencing works related to the Transmission Gully project are nearly complete, 

including designation boundary and additional restoration mitigation areas. The 

planting of these sites is underway, with the planting contractors using the 

airstrip on the park to fly bags of plants to the sites. 

Recently our Belmont Regional Park farm license holders, Dion and Ali 

Kilmister, featured on Country Calendar. Footage included both Belmont 

Regional Park and Battle Hill Farm Forest Park raising the profile of these parks 

and the activities that occur on them, including the annual Farm Day at Battle 

Hill. 

  

 

Butchery and Cooking demonstration 
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Working dog demonstration 
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 Akatarawa Forest 

The Parks team have been working with Biodiversity team assessing road 

culverts in the Akatarawa Forest against the new fish passage guidelines. Further 

work is planned drawing on a NIWA specialist to help identify practical means 

of compliance at the top ends of steep forested catchments where machinery 

access is a serious impediment. Parks reps will attend a workshop on use of the 

national Fish Passage Assessment Tool on 18 June. 

 

The Cannon Pt Walkway (zig-zag section) has been re-metalled.  

 

Pakuratahi Forest 

The new Tunnel Gully toilet project is well underway - at the upper gums picnic 

area. Ground works are almost complete.  

The main entry bridge at Plateau Road entrance has been identified for 

replacement, due to undermining and loading issues. Funding has been 

approved. The installation of a new concrete bridge will occur early next 

financial year, subject to consenting timeframes.  

Parks coordinated a site visit with Land Management and E-Reg to the PF Olsen 

harvesting operation in Mangaroa. The visit utilised the checklist developed 

collectively by the departments to monitor and inform consenting and 

management of forestry. A great example of three very different GW 

departments working together for better environmental outcomes. 

  

Harvesting in Mangaroa Forest; Tunnel Gully Entrance earthworks 

Earthworks have been undertaken to protect parks assets at Tunnel Gully. The 

stream over time had moved to within 0.5 metre of the first carpark and another 

100m upstream had also eroded the banks to within a metre of the main road. 

The contractor did an excellent job of managing sedimentation during the 
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project. The works have held up extremely well over the heavy Queens Birthday 

rains. 

Kaitoke Regional Park 

The planned replacement swingbridge has been delayed while the engineering 

design is tweaked to meet the disabled access standard. Funding has been carried 

forward to 2019/20. 

Wellington Water has contracted Fulton Hogan to complete the upgrade of the 

Gorge Road section in Kaitoke. This required significant Parks involvement to 

manage visitor flows and especially deal with our daily tour operators (e.g. Lord 

of the Rings tours to Rivendell). Shady and wet conditions led to delays which 

frustrated operators; however the works were eventually completed in early 

May. New barriers installed during the works have enhanced the safety of the 

road for visitors. 

 

Gorge Road, new barriers and surfacing; Top Terrace Camping area, prep for 

planting 

 

Park rangers continue to work with Department of Corrections to achieve great 

outcomes. The latest project is to implement the new Top Terrace camping area 

landscape plan that involved preparing new areas for planting. 

East Harbour Regional Park 
 

The first meeting of the reactivated Roopu Tiaki for the Parangarahu Lakes Area 

took place in May. This followed a formal appointment process for 

representatives of the Port Nicholson Block Settlement Trust – Lee Hunter (co-

Chair), Vince Robertson and Megan Somerville. GWRC representatives include 

Amanda Cox (co-Chair), Jimmy Young and Richard Romijn. 

The track metalling programme at East Harbour Regional Park is now complete 

– a job 14 years in the making. The last section (Mackenzie/Butterfly Creek) 
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was completed using a micro-sized digger. Stanley Street zig-zag track has been 

remetalled. 

 

Final work on the Baring Head bridge replacement project is still in process. 

Rip-rap protection underneath the abutments has been installed. Further 

maintenance work is required prior to final sign off. 

 

Works continue on the Baring Head Lighthouse Complex restoration project. 

Parks are funding a contractor to do the lead paint removal/stripping of the 

generator building and garage, while Dulux are funding the painting. The two 

houses are lined up to be completed in Spring 2019.  

Heritage interpretation work is underway with the assistance of a specialist 

consultant, funded by a grant obtained by the Friend of Baring Head. The first 

work will see three rooms of the Power House opened with panels about climate 

change and NIWA work, light keeping stories and fascinating insights.  

Parks and the Friends of Baring Head continue to work closely with 

Conversation Volunteers New Zealand through the Million Metres Programme. 

This season’s planting is already underway at Baring Head. 

 

  
Garage at Lighthouse Complex; Million Metres Planting at Baring Head 

Wainuiomata Recreation Area 

Parks has been leading an initiative to address the growing issue that sycamores 

present particularly around the entrance and in adjacent Richard Prouse Park. 

This has meant working closely with biodiversity and Hutt City Council to get 

commitment to funding removal and drill and fill work. 

Across the Parks network 
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The draft Parks Dam Safety Management System and Emergency Action 

Plans documents are currently being reviewed – this is a joint project with Dam 

Safety Intelligence. 

 

Progress with implementation of the proposed new GW field radio system is 

going well. Site layout plans have been confirmed and a resource consent 

application has been lodged with KCDC for the Mt Wainui repeater site work. 

Procurement of the Parks fleet hardware is underway for installation this year. 

 

4.5 Harbours 

 

Navigation Aids 

The work on Point Jerningham light 

has gone well when the weather has 

permitted.  We only require one more 

topcoat and a protective coat over that 

for the work to be finished.  The work 

has included a new door and access to 

the top of the lighthouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have started the 

clean and paint of our 

spare Barrett Reef 

buoy in preparation to 

swap it with Buoy that 

has been at the harbour 

entrance for the last four 

years.  Due to space 

issue at the Port this 

time the Buoy has gone 

to a workshop in Porirua 

to be prepared and 

painted.  This may be 

the first time the buoy 

has been inside since it arrived in 

Wellington almost 70 years ago. 

 

 

We have installed an information board at 

Pukerua Bay, as well as providing an 

Environment Committee 20 June 2019 Order Paper - General Managers Report

293



GENERAL MANAGERS' REPORT TO THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE ON 20 JUNE 2019 PAGE 35 OF 37 

aerial photograph showing the narrow gap in the reef we have included some 

of our safety messages.  The signage was put in place with consolation with 

the local residents to ensure it was obvious to boat ramp users without being 

obstructive. 

 

 

 

Harbour Safety 

 

On May 17th we held the initial Port users forum, a meeting between 

ourselves, CentrePort Marine Management and Pilots and Ferry masters from 

both ferry companies.  This forum was initiated to enable discussion about 

issues effecting safety among the large users of the harbour. The first meeting 

had 20 people present and provoked good discussion on a variety of topics.  

There was support for the forum and many present felt this should be a regular 

event.  We are currently working with the other parties involved to arrange 

this. 

 

On May 23/24 we had an external peer review panel in Wellington looking at 

how we and CentrePort jointly comply with the Port and Harbour Marine 

Safety Code. The panel were welcomed by Nigel Corry and Port CEO Derek 

Nind.  They looked at process and visited Wellington harbour radio; they 

looked at the port operations and were given an overview of the regeneration 

working taking place by CentrePort.  At the conclusion of the review the panel 

expressed their appreciation on the way we (ourselves and CentrePort) had 

approached the review and they found that we are in compliance with both the 

letter and intent of 

the code.  Their 

formal report will 

be through shortly, 

which may also 

include some areas 

for considerations 

or recommendation 

for improvements. 

This will be 

reported on once it 

is received.    Being 

a peer review they also noted there were a few things they will take back to 

their respective areas to assist in their own work.   CentrePort’s Marine 

Manager and Assistant Marine Manager have both been involved in peer 

reviews in other regions. I took part in the northland review last year and will 

be going to the Chatham Islands for a review there in November.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pollution Response 
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We took delivery of some new oil spill response equipment from Maritime 

NZ.  This equipment was included in our oil spill response exercise in Island 

Bay on June 6th.  We had 28 people at eh exercise from within GW, the oil 

industry and the Taputeranga Marine reserve.  Maritime NZ carried out 

revalidation of staff as well as assessed the effectiveness of the exercise.  

 

 
Photos: Mike Loughan, Friends of Taputeranga Marine Reserve. 

 

Two local oil transfer sites (in this case a marina fuel bowser and tanker truck 

operation) have submitted their Oil Transfer Site Marine Oil Spill 

Contingency Plan.  This is work do under delegation from the Maritime NZ 

Director to ensure that companies transferring oil or oil products in the coastal 

marine area are adequately equipped to respond to the risk that their activities 

have.  We are also working with the Seaview wharf users group who will be 

submitting their plans later in the year.  

 

The effort to identify and stop the unsourced discharges from the Aotea 

Quay drains took a step forward, when, in the process of carrying out dye 

testing a concentrated amount of an unknown pollutant was discovered in the 

drain.  Unfortunately we were unable to capture it from the drain however we 

now have the best samples to date.  This has shown a high concentration of 

diesel.  Further investigation has identified the section of drain the substance 

appears to be entering from.  Work is continuing to further narrow down the 

search for the source. This is on-going work involving ourselves, 

Environmental Protection, KiwiRail and CentrePort. 

 

5. The decision-making process and significance 

No decision is being sought in this report. 

Officers have considered the significance of the matter, taking into account the 

Council's significance and engagement policy and decision-making guidelines. 

Due to the procedural nature of this decision officers recommend that the 

matter be considered to have low significance. 

Officers do not consider that a formal record outlining consideration of the 

decision-making process is required in this instance. 

 

5.1 Engagement 

Engagement on this matter is unnecessary.  
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6. Recommendations 

That the Committee: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: Report approved by:  

Al Cross Wayne O’Donnell Luke Troy  
General Manager, 
Environment Management 

General Manager, Catchment 
Management 

General Manager, Strategy  
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