
Focus on Baring Head/Orua-Pouanui
Restoring our past, revealing our history  
2017

The Friends of Baring Head Trust and Greater Wellington Regional Council are working together to redevelop the  
lighthouse keeper’s complex at Baring Head in East Harbour Regional Park. The buildings and compound are  
historically significant because they are the only remaining lighthouse complex in original condition in New Zealand.  
Works proposed will create an attractive new destination for visitors close to Wellington. Work on restoration will  
take place through a range of projects and we are calling on people, businesses and others to get involved.

Project 3. Restoring the Power House –  
Creating a day visitor centre 
Help us redevelop the former Power House building into a day visitor 
centre and a sheltered place where the interesting and varied stories of 
Baring Head/ Orua Pouanui can be revealed. 

Baring Head is a special place. The landscape is dramatic and there is a lot to 
discover here – iwi and early settler and defence history, maritime navigation 
stories (lighthouse keeping and ship wrecks), current NIWA and GNS work, 
geology and ecology stories. 

Why do this?   
When restored, the Power House visitor centre will reveal stories through 
interpretive panels and other media, offer day visitors shelter from the wind, 
and create a base for the Friends of Baring Head in the park. Restoring the 
Power House as an interpretive centre will enable visitors to discover why 
Baring Head/ Orua Pouanui is such a special place. 

This work is part of an overall restoration and redevelopment plan for the 
cottages, outbuildings and garden area of the light house complex which 
aims to enhance heritage values.  The two light keepers’ cottages will be 
transformed into bach–style overnight accommodation.

How you can help 
•	 Provide funds, materials or in-kind assistance

•	 Help to research and write stories for interpretation 

•	 Support interpretation panel and media design and installation 

•	 Promotional / supporting material

Vision for the Power House as a visitor centre revealing 
stories of Baring Head/ Orua-puanui
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Benefits for you/ your 
organisation 
•	 Be part of a community-led project 

•	 Your company associated with this iconic, special place and 
an opportunity to promote your support 

•	 A practical way to support conservation and heritage story 
telling 

•	 Recognition in the cottages and day visitor centre  
(Power House)

•	 Preferential first bookings when the light keepers cottages 
restored for overnight stays.

Estimated funds required - 
$120k 
Our cost estimates include:

•	 Asbestos removal and replacement roof  

•	 Electrical check, rewiring, new lighting

•	 Repainting 

•	 Day shelter seating

•	 Interpretive elements for story telling – design, manufacture 
and installation 

•	 Security 

Contact Friends of Baring Head
Visit 
www.baringhead.org.nz  
or 
www.gw.govt.nz 

Contact Colin Ryder 
rydercj@xtra.co.nz 
ph 0210 383 655

Like us on facebook

How to get involved?

Some or all of the spaces could be used for heritage 
interpretation  or day visitor facilities 
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Long term work:

Main entrance
Redirect pedestrian access to the site
around to the original main entrance off
lighthouse road.

NZ Police portacoms
Relocate NZ Police portacoms to a
more discrete location. Possibly located
within the original shelter belt.
This relocation work is likely to happen
at the same time as the installation of a
new NZ Police mast. Exact location
TBC. Paint of screen in interim.

Vehicle parking and drive
New discrete vehicle parking to be
added if required.
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