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Wellington Regional Council

Dear Sir,

Re: Unilever - Water Permit Renewal and Transfer

Please find enclosed on behalf of the applicant, Prime Property Group, two copies of an
application for water permit renewal and transfer.

This application is made pursuant to section 88 of the Resource Management Act 1991, and
incorporates all information required by Form 9 and Schedule 4 to the Act.

A cheque for 1224.75 is enclosed, being payment of the processing fee required by Council. We
trust the attached information is satisfactory and look forward to your favourable response.

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on (04) 472 2261.

Yours faithfull

Director - Survey and\Planning

Enc: Consent Application
cc:
Spencer Holmes Lid Directors:  Jon Devine, lan Leary, Philip McConchie, Hudson Moody

1 Peter Smith
Associates Vaughan England, John McNaughton
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Form 1: Application for resource consent | °ficeuseonl:

FILE REF:
All sections must be completed in full and accompanied by the initial fixed I I [
application fee (see section 12) and the relevant activity form (see section 7).
Failure to do so may result in your application not being accepted and/or returned. Doc. No.
Please note that all information provided in your application is available to the P——— int

public.
You can lodge your application in any of the following ways:

- By post to PO Box 11646, Wellington or PO Box 41, Masterton

In person at our Wellington office (Shed 39, 2 Fryatt Quay, Pipitea) or
Masterton office (34 Chapel Street)

- By email to info@gw.govt.nz (a signed PDF copy is required)

Applicant(s) name(s) and address ie, whose name will be on the consent. Note if @ private or family trust is the applicant, all the
trustees are required to provide conlact details and sign the application form (see 4. below)

Name: WKM'E' 4’@% G m, P T: Business: af 4$f 7 77 T: Private:
Address: P ), Box /78 Fax: T: Mobile:
Address:  \/EZLING Email address:

The applicant is the:

Owner B/ Occupier ! Lessee O Prospective Purchaser  [] The Crown [
Network Utility Operator  [] Other O Please specify:

Agent’'s name and address Please note that all correspondence will be sent to the Agent as the first point of contact during the
application process, unless instructed otherwise

Name: W m Lm T: Business: T: Private:
Address: / 0- &X 8 Fax: T: Mobile:
Address: l\/ﬂa,\/g Email address:

Name: T: Business: T: Private:
Address: Fax: T: Mobile:
Address: Email address:

If your proposed activity will take place on land not owned by the applicant, the written approval of the property owner
must be provided on a completed and signed form 1B.



then you must notify us.

Full name of person:

Status (eg, partner, trustee):

Address:
Email address:

Full name of person:

Status (eg, partner, trustee):

Address:
Email address:

Full name of person:

Status (eg, partner, trustee):

Address:

Email address:

Include details of any further partners/trustees/members on a separate page if necessary

SEE  ATACHED
APILICATON

Include the name of any relevant stream, river or other waterbody to which the application may relate, proximity to any

For partnerships or unincorporated entities (such as private trusts or unincorporated bodies or societies) you must
provide details of all authorised partners, trustees or members. Any consent granted will then include these names,
and all individuals will be legally responsible for the consent and an

Phone:

Phone:

Phone:

Describe the location of activity and/or property address

Map reference: NZTM:

Valuation reference [from rates]:

well known landmark, etc. (Note: a location map is required in your activity form.)

Legal description [from rates notice] [eg, Lot 9 DP58809 Block XI]

y associated costs. Should these persons change,
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Consent(s) being applied for. You will need to fill in an activity form for each of the following activities:
Make sure you attach the forms for your activity

Water: Land Use:

Dam/Divert (Form 2a) ] General river/stream works (Form 6a) ]
Take and use surface water (Form 2b) L], Bore/well construction (Form 6b) ]
Take and use groundwater (Form 2c) [Z{ Bridge/culvert/pipe (Form 6c) ]
Discharge to Land: Erosion protection structures (Form 6d) ]
General discharges (Form 3a) ] Land clearing/tracking/logging soil disturbance (Form 6e) ]
Agricultural discharge (Form 3b) ] Coastal:

On-site wastewater (Form 3c) O General coastal (Form 7a) ]
Discharge to Water: Boatshed (Form 7b) ]
General discharges (Form 4a) [ Swing mooring (Form 7c) ]
Discharge to Air:

Air discharge (Form 5a) ]

Territorial authority in which land is situated:

Wellington City Council ] Kapiti Coast District Council ]
Hutt City Council Iz/ Masterton District Council ]
Upper Hutt City Council ] South Wairarapa District Council ]
Porirua City Council |:] Carterton District Council ]
Do you require any other resource consents from your local council? Yes ] No IB/

If yes, please list:

Have these consents been applied for? Yes ] No ] A//A»

Please list any documents in addition to your application forms that form part of your application. Note: if multiple other
documents exist, please attach a separate sheet of paper.

] No other documents 5 EF M A-CHEW %DPL/ W/\/

[] Reports Title
[ Plans Title
] Other documents Title

Title
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' 10. Pre-application advice
Please list any pre-application meetings or advice (verbal and/or written) you have had with GWRC below:

Eﬂ/leeting(s) — with who and when? )6&877 W ,@/N/JEZE_W Ww
[] Verbal advice — from who and when? MA,QU?/WK{L ,,?0/5

[] Written advice — from who and when?

[] Other (eg, submitted draft application/AEE)

Consultation with all persons potentially affected by your activity prior to lodging your application may result in
considerable time and cost savings.

Non-notified applications

Non-notified consents are for activities which have minor effects on the environment. For your activity to be considered
on a non-notified basis you must consult and obtain written approval from all persons potentially affected by your
activity (eg, neighbours, iwi, Fish and Game Council, Department of Conservation). If you are unsure who may be an
affected party, please call us. Non-notified consents are significantly cheaper and quicker to process.

Limited notified and fully notified applications

Notified consents (either limited notified or fully notified consents) are for activities which do not meet requirements in
the RMA for processing on a non-notified basis.

Please provide any consultation details and written approvals obtained in the space provided below.

Consultation details
Have you consulted with iwi? Yes [Zl/ No ]

If so, who did you consult? VQQMW/)Q/WS ﬂt/g\ ?’ 4/6#77 W
Who else have you consulted? 5»‘/471/00/\/ c OLF L 5) HUT ¥ d Caon/cl—

What was their response? A/o &Sm,\/ ‘SE' %/ﬂ )4[; W W‘
HCC  Who e ARovipep ST LeTier.

How have you addressed any concerns they may have had?

Written approval of affected parties

If you have obtained the signature of affected persons please give their details below. Please note that for us to
accept the approvals they must each complete and sign form 1B.

Name Address Contact details (phone, email
etc)
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12. Fees and charges

Non-notified initial fixed application fees including GST (please tick one or more)

Discharge permit []Land [] Water (other) ] Air
$ 991.88 $1,520.88 $1,058.00
Water permit [] Take (new) @Zaie (renewal) [] Dam/Divert
$1,587.00 $ 925.75 $ 727.38
Land use consent []Bore [] River works [] Land clearing/disturbance/logging
$ 376.63 $ 727.38 $1,256.38
Coastal permit [] Mooring [] Boatshed [] other
$ 529.00 $ 529.00 $ 859.63
Notes: 1. Where there is more than one application required for the same proposal, an initial fixed application fee is required for each
application

2. The initial fixed application fee is the average cost of processing an application type. Final processing costs are based on actual
and reasonable time and disbursements spent processing your application.

3. Contact the Greater Wellington Regional Council for information about notified initial fixed application fees
Payment method (please tick one)

Cheque (to be lodged with application documents)

] Internet banking to:
Greater Wellington Regional Council — National Bank account 06-0582-0104781-00
Date of payment: Reference details used:

Note: for reference details please quote “Consents” and the applicant name
] Cash/Eftpos (to be made at Environment Help Desk Wgtn or Masterton office)
Future payments

Any additional consent processing charges and consent monitoring charges will be invoiced directly to the
applicant, unless instructed otherwise below:

She

I/we hereby certify that, to the best of my/our knowledge and belief, the information given in this application is true and
correct.

I/we understand that the Council may charge me/us for all costs actually and reasonably incurred in processing this
application and, if granted, for any subsequent monitoring charges. Subject to my/our rights under sections 357B
and 358 of the RMA to object to any costs, I/we undertake to pay all and future processing costs and monitoring
costs incurred by the Council. Without limiting the Council’s legal rights, if any steps, including the use of debt
collectors, are necessary to recover unpaid costs, |/we agree to pay all costs associated with recovering those
costs. If this application is made on behalf of a trust (private or family), a society (incorporated or unincorporated) or
a company in signing this application l/we are binding the trust, society or company to pay all the above costs and
guaranteeing to pay all the above costs in my/our personal capacity.

Full name: ﬂt\/ Wﬂ ,{EMP/ Date: 8{/ %Zﬂ/j.

Applicant’s signature:

V

(or person authorised to sign on behalf of the applicant)
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2c Water permit application to take and use

groundwater

Please answer all questions fully. Officers from the Greater Wellington Regional Council’s (GWRC)
Environmental Regulation department are available to assist with filling out this form or to clarify
information to include with your application.

This form is required to be filled out in conjunction with Form 1 Resource Consent Application

Part A: General information on nature and scale of your activity

Is this application a renewal of a water permit to take/use groundwater from your bore/well?

No [] If Yes, what is the water permit number? AWAR/WGN Q]Q/ﬁ} L.Zi Bng]

What is the land use consent (bore permit) number for the bore/well where water will be taken
from?

WGNWAR __ (INEANOWA | EXZSZM_)

Note: All bores/wells are required to have a land use consent (bore permit). If a permit for your bore/well has not been
obtained you will need to apply for a land use consent (bore permit) as well. Use application form 9.

Yes

Locality map

Show the location of your proposed abstraction point on an appropriately scaled aerial map/plan.
Please show the area to be irrigated (if applicable), the location of any buildings, septic tanks,
location of any neighbouring bores/wells, other known abstraction points, freshwater springs,
streams, rivers, wetlands that you know of and any other relevant features of the surrounding
environment.

What is the bore/well number for the bore/well where ground water will be taken from?
U W ~ (eg, S26/0727)

What will be the maximum rate at which water is taken?
Z litres per second

Z‘¢ hours per day
327;. 600 m?® per year

Note: (1) For water permits for irrigation use, the annual quantity will be allocated based on the outcome of an
irrigation allocation report. Please include this report with your application. GWRC can provide you with a
SPASMO-IR allocation assessment report. Please contact us if you would like us to provide you with an
allocation assessment report.

(2) If you require more water than the allocation report suggests you will need to provide adequate justification for
the amount of groundwater required in question 7 below.

(3) A year is measured from 1 July to 30 June inclusive.

0214



6. What will groundwater be used for? [Tick the appropriate box(es)]

Industry State type of industry and major use of water:

[_] Community State no. of households or population:

[] Other State use: - - _ B
[] Irrigation State method of irrigation [ ]spray []trickle [ ]border-dyke [ _]other

If spray irrigation, what method of spray irrigation will be used?
[ centre pivot [ ] travelling irrigator [] K line or Bosch sprinklers [_] other
What is the total area will you

be irrigating? [] Crop(s) ha Crop type: o
[ ] Pasture ha
[] Horticulture ha Horticulture type:
[] Other ‘ha Please specify:

(Please show clearly the area to be irrigated on a scaled aerial map.)

Please describe the soil type and characteristics for the area to be irrigated below:

7. Please justify the amount of groundwater requested in question 5 above (eg, please provide
any usage records/calculations/design relating to the proposed groundwater take). Use a
separate sheet if reqmred

- SEE AricHen Feanr

8. Is there a water meter installed on the pump? Yes IZ/ No []
If Yes, please answer questions 7A to 7D below
If No, when do you plan to install a water meter?

A. What is the water meter type?  [_] Magflow (] Ultrasonic

[] Mechanical [] Other: (/A/;@VOI\//\/

B. What is the water meter serial number and brand type?
C. Has the water meter being verified? Yes [ ] No []

If Yes, who verified the water meter and when? UVMOWM




D. What is the distance between the water meter and the abstraction/pumping location? metres

Note: Under the Resource Management (Measurement and Reporting of Water Takes) Regulations 2010, approval is
required from GWRC if your water meter is located more than 20 metres from the abstraction point.

E. If the distance identified in D above is greater than 20 metres, please explain why your water meter
is located where it is, and mark specifically where your water meter is located in question 9 below:

9. What is the pump make, type and model? S 455-
Is the pump [_] submersible or [] surface/suction lift? (please tick one)

What is the maximum capacity of your pump? _ litres per second

Part B: Assessment of effects on the environment (AEE)

Where your take could have a significant adverse effect on the environment a more detailed
environmental assessment is required in accordance with the Fourth Schedule of the Resource
Management Act 1991. This will be the case for most new applications and replacement or
variation applications where more water is required. As part of this assessment an aquifer test
(pump test) will be required to be done on your bore/well and analysis presented in order to answer
the questions detailed below. (Further information on aquifer (pump) tests can be gained from our
Environmental Science department)

1. Has an aquifer test (pump test) been carried out on your bore/well? Yes [ ] No [ZI/

(Please provide a copy of your aquifer test or summary details of your aquifer test in the space
provided below eg, length of test, pumping rate, drawdown in pumped bore, drawdown in monitored
bores, assessment of aquifer transmissivity and storage co-efficient)

2. Please show any of the following on your scaled aerial map
(1) Other bores/wells
(2) All springs and surface waterbodies (including wetlands)
(3) Any septic tanks and/or other waste disposal areas

3. What are the anticipated effects of your proposed groundwater take on nearby bores/wells?

S AE




4. What are the anticipated effects of your proposed groundwater take on any springs or
surface water bodies (including wetlands)?

OB AFE

5. What are the anticipated effects of your proposed groundwater take on features within the
surrounding environment (eg, stands of native vegetation, waste disposal areas etc.)?

SEE J£F

6. Is your proposed groundwater take within 1 kilometre of any coastline? @{es [1No

If Yes, what are the anticipated effects of your proposed groundwater take on the risk of saltwater
intrusion?

SEL At

7. Are there any alternative water sources available to you? Yes[] No IZ/
If yes, please explain why you have chosen this option and not alternative options:

SEE AEE




Part C: Monitoring and management of your activity
1. What monitoring and management do you propose to ensure any potential adverse effects
on the environment are avoided, remedied or mitigated?

(This may include, but is not limited to, what abstraction data you plan to record, when information
will be submitted to GWRC, any groundwater levels that may be taken in your or any other
bore/well, any monitoring of surface water bodies including wetlands that may be undertaken)

SE AFE

2. If you are required to submit water use records, how will you submit any records to GWRC?
Eélectronically via a third party data host provider. State your provider:

There are a number of companies that host water use data. By ticking this box you agree for that data provider to
automatically submit water use records to GWRC’s water use data management system. If you do not agree to the data
provider submitting water use records, please explain why below:

[] Electronically via GWRC’s WATER USE website (http://wateruse.gw.govt.nz/)
[] Other:

If water use records are submitted in a manner that requires entry of individual records into GWRC’s water use data
management system by GWRC staff, this will incur higher compliance monitoring charges.

3. What measures will you take during times of water shortage (eg, periods of low flow) if your
groundwater take is likely to affect a surface water body?

SEE FECOMMAVDED  Con/ DIT7TonS

Note: Some of the Wellington region’s stream and river flows are monitored by GWRC. Any low flow restrictions placed
on a particular stream or river can be viewed on our website www.gw.govt.nz.

4. Do you have internet access and are prepared to monitor low Y E/
flows via GWRC’s website?* e

Do you have email access and are prepared to receive email
notices of low river flows?*

Email: Yes IZ/ No []

Do you have cell phone text access and are prepared to
receive text notices of low river flows?* Yes B/ No []

Cell phone number: (9(/3(/5?7' j@ MI@(/AA Yes [] No []

*Note: This is only possible for rivers and streams monitored by GWRC.

No []




Application for Water Permit Spencer Holmes Ltd

FORM 9

APPLICATION FOR RESOURCE CONSENT UNDER SECTION 88 OF THE
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991

TO: Greater Wellington
Regional Council
WELLINGTON

Prime Property Group (the Applicant) hereby applies for the following type of Consent:

Greater Wellington Regional Council Consents:
. Transfer of Existing Permit
. Permit to Take Water: Renewal of an existing Water Permit

Classification of Activity:

The renewal of a water permit to take abstract water from the Hutt River aquifer is a
Discretionary Activity pursuant to Rules 16 of the Wellington Regional Freshwater Plan.

2. The location to which this application relates:

Street Address:
476-496 Jackson
Street Petone

The map reference for the bores is NZMS 260:R27 690 956
3.  Thes site from which the abstraction will occur is described as:
All the land being 5.4998 hectares, as shown in Computer Register identifier 172056.

4.  The location of the site is shown on the aerial image below:

b DP 84435
099( 16121

o J N ‘
‘.._é-a%_ L A

e

5.  Attached, in accordance with the Fourth Schedule of the Resource Management Act
1991, is an assessment of environmental effects in the detail that corresponds with the

scale and significance of the effects that the proposed activity may have on the
Unilever Site, Jackson St, Petone July 2015
2




Application for Water Permit

Spencer Holmes Ltd

environment.

6. Also attached is any information required to be included in this application by the
regional plan and the Resource Management Act 1991, or any regulations made under

that Act.

The relevant assessment of environmental effects, proposal plans and other information
required by the Greater Wellington Regional Freshwater Plan are attached.

Address for Service

Spencer Holmes Limited
Surveyors, Engineers & Planners
Level 6, 8 Willis St

P O Box 588

WELLINGTON

Telephone: (04) 472-2261

Prime Property Group
by its duly authorised agent

............. o 19
Ian Leary for Spencer Holmes Ltd.
Date: July 2015

All Invoices to:

Prime Property Group Ltd
¢/ Spencer Holmes Ltd
Wellington

Unilever Site, Jackson St, Petone

July 2015



Application for Water Permit Spencer Holmes Ltd

[\ Iy
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ENCLOSURES

Current copy of the underlying Computer Freehold Register.

Report by Pattle Delamore Partners Unilever Site Groundwater Take: Technical Report to
support Consent Renewal — dated July 2015

Copy of pages 245 to 251 of the GWRC Draft Resources Plan

Copies of consultation letters

Unilever Site, Jackson St, Petone July 2015
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CONTENTS
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Unilever Site, Jackson St, Petone July 2015



Application for Water Permit Spencer Holmes Ltd

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSAL AND ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS ON
THE ENVIRONMENT

1.0 THE PROPOSAL !

1.1 Background

Prime Property Group (PPG) has purchased the land previously owned by the Unilever NZ
Ltd. This property is 5.4998 ha and is still occupied by Unilever till December 2015.

Unilever commenced the manufacturing of soap on this site in 1919. Up until recently, the
plant produced all Unilever laundry powders for the New Zealand and Australian markets.

The Unilever plant is one of the last b1g factories that operate in the Petone industrial area.
During the 20™ century, there was a series of employers including Gear Meat plant, a car
assembly plant, the Colgate Palmolive factory and the Woburn Railway workshops.

In the 1970’s the company also manufactured toothpaste, shampoo and conditioners. It
produced 50,000 to 55,000 tonnes of detergent each year and at its peak, employed between
550 and 600 people.

Up until the coming into force of the RMA and the Wellington Regional Council
Freshwater Plan (RFP), Unilever was authorized under the Water and Soil Conservation Act
1967, to take up to 4550m’ per day (approximately 31850m>/week).

The most recent renewal of the water permit was granted on the 29™ March 2007. That
permit is known as WGNO70193[25890] and was granted for 10 years. It allows the
abstraction of 17,800m’ of groundwater 7 days a week. This is an average of 2,543m’/day
and an annual take of 925,600m>. The permit expires on the 29™ March 2017.

The existing permit contains 9 conditions. These include:

(3)  The permit holder shall meter all abstraction and supply records of weekly total
abstraction to the Manager, Environmental Regulation, Wellington Regional Council,
on a monthly basis. The installed meter shall have an accuracy of +/- 5 percent.

(4) Ifthe pressure in the Waiwhetu Artesian Aquifer drops to an average, over a 24 hour
period of +2.3 metres above datum, as measured by the McEwan Park (site number
1428009) water level monitoring station, or any other official Wellington Regional
Council water level monitoring station in the Petone and Seaview area, the permitted
holder shall comply with all abstraction restrictions and/or rostering as directed by
the Manager, Environment Regulation, Wellington Regional Council.

The Unilever plant has progressively reduced its production, concentrating primarily on
export markets. In 2013, Unilever made the decision to close the plant. This will result in a
loss of 58 jobs. Unilever have consequently reduced their abstraction rate over the last few
years.

Unilever Site — Water Permit July 2015



Application for Water Permit Spencer Holmes Ltd
PPG have purchased the site with an intention to re-establish industrial activity on the land
and are currently seeking tenants for the site. When the site was marketed for sale, the
existing water take rights featured highly in the marketing and are an important feature for
the site and attraction for industrial tenants. The site contains infrastructure including
factory plant, buildings and existing bores.

The purpose of applying for the extension of the existing permit at this point, is partially
already on the basis that there is a requirement to transfer the permit from Unilever to PPG
which requires GWRC approval. However much more importantly, is that PPG are in the
process of securing tenants for the site and the existing water permit expires in 2 years.
Industrial tenants will require the certainty of the extension for a much longer period than
two years before the capital investment can be made in the site. Therefore, PPG are seeking
a much longer period for the consent to ensure that future tenants are willing to make that
capital investment in the site for ongoing industrial/commercial activity.

1.2 Site, Locality and Existing Environment

The site from which the abstraction is taken is 476-486 Jackson Street Petone. The map
reference for the bores is NZMS 260: R27;688.956.

The location of the 3 bores on site is shown below in Figure 1 below:

Figure 1: The Unilever Site with ioa ion of the bore loctions

The Appendix of the PDP report, includes a location diagram showing other bores and
consented takes in the vicinity of the Unilever site.

The abstraction is from the Hutt aquifer system which is an important water resource for the
Wellington Region. Previous consent documentation for the existing water permits has
indicated that the aquifer supplies approximately 40 percent of the regional demand for water

supply.

It is noted that the existing environment includes the existing water permit discussed above
held by Unilever NZ Ltd which expires in 2017. Section 4.0 of the Pattle Delamore Partners

Unilever Site — Water Permit July 2015



Application for Water Permit Spencer Holmes Ltd

1.3

14

2.0

(PDP) report' gives a detailed analysis of the current groundwater takes, including their
consented takes and actual usage.

Under the current RFP, the maximum take from the Hutt Valley is 33 million cubic metres per
year’. PDP provide a calculation of the allocation of §roundwater from the aquifer and
conclude that it is 33.7 million cubic metres per year’. The aquifer is currently deemed to be
over-allocated under the current RFP.

New modelling undertaken by the GWRC as part of the Draft Natural Resources Plan, proposes
a new allocation limit which states that the limit to 36.5 million cubic metres per year. As
discussed below, this has no legal affect as yet, however the Draft Natural Resources Plan will
be proposing this, based on modelling which suggests that this is a sustainable limit for
allocation of groundwater for the Wellington region. The adoption of this new limit would see
the aquifer being considered to be underallocated.

Legal Description
Lot 3 DP 341820
Description of Proposal

PPG seek to extend the existing water take (17,800m>) for any seven day period for 52 weeks of the
year.

PPG seek to have the permit for a period of 35 years.

PPG expects that the conditions on the permit will remain as set out in the existing permit, which
we note requires the permit holder to comply with GWRC directions in terms of abstraction
restrictions and rostering should the monitoring station at McEwen Park record a fall in

groundwater levels to below +2.3 metres above sea level.

PPG also seek to transfer the existing permit from Unilever NZ Ltd to Prime Property Group from
1% January 2016.

TH AT Y BA R
Under Section 14(1) of the RMA, no person may take any water (other than coastal water)
unless it is specifically allowed by a rule in a regional plan or has been authorized by a resource

consent.

As discussed below, the quantity of the water to be abstracted from the Hutt Aquifer, exceeds
the amount permitted by the Wellington Regional Freshwater Plan.

Therefore, pursuant to section 14, a water permit is required.

Section 104 of the Act, defines the matters that must be considered in the application. The
relevant parts of Section 104 state:

! See PDP report- Section 4.0 Table 1 - pages 4 and 5
2 see RCP — Policy 6.2.3, table 6.4, page 81.
* see PDP report, Section 4.0 Table 1- pageS

Unilever Site — Water Permit July 2015



Application for Water Permit Spencer Holmes Ltd

2.1

(1) When considering an application for a resource consent and any submissions received,

the consent authority must, subject to Part 2, have regard to—
(a) any actual and potential effects on the environment of allowing the activity; and
(b) any relevant provisions of—

(i) a national environmental standard:

(ii) other regulations:

(iii) a national policy statement:

(iv) a New Zealand coastal policy statement:

(v) a regional policy statement or proposed regional policy statement:
(c)any other matter the consent authority considers relevant and reasonably necessary to
determine the application.

(2A) When considering an application affected by section 124 or 165ZH(1)(c), the consent
authority must have regard to the value of the investment of the existing consent holder.

In the consideration of extension of this permit, there are no relevant environmental standards.
However the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2014 is relevant to the
application. The relevant parts of that document are considered below.

It is my opinion that while the application involves the interaction between the freshwater and
saline waters of the coastal marine area, the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010
(NZCPS) is not relevant to the application as it does not address matters relating to saline
intrusion of freshwater aquifers. The NZCPS instead focuses on matters relating to the coastal
environment rather than interactions with freshwater systems.

The Greater Wellington Regional Policy statement (WRPS) and the Regional Freshwater Plan
(RFP) are both relevant to the proposal and are assessed below.

In respect to Other Matters relevant under S104(1)(c), it is my view that the GWRC Draft
Natural Resources Plan should be considered as relevant to the proposal. The Draft Natural
Resources Plan has been subject to consultation and informal submissions. The submissions on

the document have closed. GWRC are currently considering those submissions and will shortly
notify the Plan.

As the plan has not been notified in accordance with Schedule 1 of the Act, it does not have
any legal status as a planning document. However, there are relevant issues that have been
raised in that document and it can be considered under S104(1)(c). The relevant parts of that
document are discussed below.

Relevant Rules

Chapter 6 of the RFP set out the Rules in respect to the taking of fresh water from aquifers in
the Wellington Region. Minor abstractions are covered by Rule 7 which allows 20,000 litres a
day to be drawn from the aquifer as a permitted activity. The water permit held by Unilever is

2,543m’ per day and therefore it does not met the permitted standards to be considered under
Rule 7.

Rule 16 states that:

“the taking, use, damming or diversion of any freshwater, or the transfer to another site of
any water permit to take or to use water:

® That is not specifically provided for in any other rules in this plan; and
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3.0

3.1

e Which cannot meet the requirements of those rules; and

e That, for takes of water from the Lower Hutt Groundwater Zone (Taita Alluvium/
Waiwhetu agquifers), would not cause the maximum rate of takes authorised by
resource consents to exceed 32.85 million cubic metres per year; and

e Which is not a non-complying activity in Rules 17,18 or 19

Is a Discretionary Activity”

\/does not meet the requirements of a permitted minor

As the proposed-stream diversion

diversion set out ;zhl?%f”tﬁg Regional Freshwater Plan, and is not specifically provided
for in any other rules within this plan, it is therefore pursuant to Rule 16 and is assessed as a
Discretionary Activity.

I note that while the standards of this Rule state that consents which authorize the
maximum take to exceed 32.85 million cubic metres to be a non complying activity, the
Regional Council have only applied this to new water permits. In this case, this is the
renewal and transfer of an existing allocation which under previous interpretations of the
RCP by GWRC officers, it does not result in the proposal being considered non complying.

THE POTENTIAL EFFECT THE ENVIRONMENT

Pursuant to s104(1) of the RMA, when considering an application for consent, the first matter
than must be considered is the potential adverse effects.

I am guided in my assessment of the potential adverse effects on the environment, by the
attached report from PDP. I address the adverse effects in the same order as they are listed in
the PDP report.

In assessing the potential adverse effects of granting the renewal and transfer of the water
permit, I am cognizant of the importance of the Hutt Aquifer for the Wellington Region. The
Aquifer provides 40% of the regions freshwater supply.

It also however provides freshwater for a number of industrial users in the local area. Without a
suitable supply of freshwater, those industrial/commercial businesses cannot operate, thereby
resulting in a loss of employment and economic activity in the Hutt Valley and overall region.

Saline Intrusion

There is a risk of saline intrusion on any aquifer that has a hydraulic connection with the ocean.
That risk is increased when abstraction rates are two high and effectively there is backflow
from the sea into the aquifer.

The saline intrusion risk is fully evaluated in section 5.2 of the PDP report. This is the most
significant matter to be considered. The sustainability of this aquifer is dependent on it being an
ongoing source of freshwater and saline intrusion will result in the effective loss of that
resource.

PDP note that the consent currently has a ‘standby’ trigger level and a condition which enables
the regulatory section of the GWRC to impose restrictions on the existing permit, during
drought. This would allow GWRC bulk water supply to continue to draw down at the time
when this groundwater supply is most needed.
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However it is noted that the current and proposed Unilever abstraction is only 3% if the
consented GWRC bulk water supply take. Any affects caused by the Unilever consent are
therefore minor in comparison to Bulk water supplies effects on the aquifer.

PDP reach their conclusions on the saline intrusion risk in section 5.2, page 15 and state:

Based on analysis of the historic data, it is considered unlikely that given current conditions,
the minimum or alter levels would be breached. This could change with sea level rise or during
an exceptional drought. In comparison to the GWRC take at the Waterloo wellfield, this take is
relatively small, and effects on the hydraulic gradient and saline intrusion monitoring wells are
expect to be similarly minor. Hence, the proposed triggers are considered sufficient to protect
against saline intrusion.

I therefore conclude that the risks of saline intrusion will be suitably managed and monitored
and are therefore less than minor.

3.2 Drawdown Effects on Neighbouring Bores

PDP again consider the effects of extending the permit on neighbouring bores in section 5.3,
page 15 of their report.

I note that the transfer of the permit, which going from Unilever to PPG, will not move from
the existing site. Therefore there are no effects of the transfer of ownership in itself.

The closest bore to the PPG site, is Shandon Golf Club. PDP conclude in their report that:
This drawdown interference effect is minimal, and will not affect the ability of Shandon Golf
Club to abstract groundwater. Effects on other neighbouring bores are expected to me much
less and, as such, neigbouring groundwater users will not be affected.

3.3 Stream Depletion Effects

The Hutt river is identified as the nearest surface water body from the existing abstraction bores
and with its closest bank some 460 metres away to the east.

PDP consider these effects in section 5.4 on page 15 and 16 of their report and conclude:
In summary, stream depletion affects will be below the level requiring an abstraction
restriction, and any long-term depletion effects are most appropriately managed by
groundwater allocation limits already set (or proposed) for the area...... and effects on the
surface water bodies are expected to be less than minor.

3.4 Subsidence

PDP briefly consider subsidence in section 5.5 of their report and conclude:

Due to the high transmissivity of the aquifer, drawdown is not expected to be significant, and
consequently subsidence will not occur.

3.5 Effects from a 35 year term for the Water Permit

GWRC have just completed a remodeling of the saline intrusion risk as part of the Draft
Natural Resources Plan and have consequently recommended an increase in the total take from
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4.1

the aquifer. While this at the moment has not statutory standing, it does become a relevant
matter when considered the potential adverse effects of this application for renewal and
transfer.

PPG are not seeking an increase in the quantity of the water to be drawn from the aquifer. They
are seeking only to maintain that existing consented take volume. The RFP was originally
developed and notified in the early 1990’s. That was over 20 years ago. The consent period
sought for the renewal is 35 years.

This latest analysis is likely not be undertaken again for a period of at least another 20 years
and therefore this is not inconsistent with the granting of a permit for 35 years.

Should sustained drought occur, the GWRC has the ability to order PPG to cease drawing
water from the aquifer under the conditions of that permit.

In return for a permit for 35 years, PPG are able to give certainty to the industrial/commercial
users that will encourage economic investment and allow benefits to accrue from the allocation
of the resource to the wider community.

The GWRC are still able to apply an appropriate s128 to the conditions of consent to manage
any unforeseen circumstance that may arise in the 35 year term of the permit. This period is
specifically provided for under the Act and is the normal amount of time allocated throughput
many of the regions of New Zealand for these types of assets.

Therefore, I conclude that the granting of the permit for a period of 35 years is consistent with
the Act and will not have any perceivable adverse effect on the resource, particularly as the
allocation is less than 3% of the total safe allocation level.

PLANNING PROVI
National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2014 (NPSFM)

This national policy statement sets out objectives and policies for the sustainable
management of freshwater in New Zealand while providing for economic growth. The
policy statement states:

As a demand for fresh water increases, it is vital to account for all freshwater takes and sources of
relevant contaminants. This national policy statement provides a National Objectives Framework to
assist regional councils and communities to more consistently and transparently plan for freshwater
objectives. The New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010 issues with water quality in the costal
environment. The management of costal water and fresh water requires and integrated and consistent
approach.

The NPSFM is primarily aimed at Regional and Unitary Councils in terms of directing them to
look at the freshwater management.

The Hutt Aquifer is a regionally important water source. The management of takes from the
aquifer needs to be controlled to ensure that effects such as potential saline intrusion are
avoided. In that respect, I note the following Objectives and Policies of the NPSFM are
relevant.

Objective A2
The overall quality of fresh water within a region is maintained or improved while:
a) protecting the significant values of outstanding freshwater bodies;
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b)  protecting the significant values of wetlands; and

c) improving the quality of fresh water in water bodies that have been degraded by human activities
‘ to the point of being over-allocated

The granting of the renewal will not be inconsistent with this objective as the quality of
| freshwater will be maintained.

Policy Al
By every regional council making or changing regional plans to the extent needed to ensure the plans:
a) establish freshwater objectives in accordance with policies CAl —CA4 and set freshwater quality

limits for all freshwater management units in their regions to give effect to the objectives in
national policy statement, having regard to at least the following:

1. the reasonably foreseeable impacts of climate changes;
II.  the connection between water bodies,; and
III.  the connections between freshwater bodies and coastal water; and

b) Establish methods (including rules) to avoid over-allocation.

GWRC is in the process of renewing its natural resources management plan and is
recommending an increase in the allocation of ground water for the relevant aquifer. This will
further reduce the percentage of the subject take relative to the safe allocation. The proposal
could not therefore be considered inconsistent with this Policy.

Objective B1

To safeguard the life - supporting capacity, ecosystem process and indigenous species including their
associated ecosystems of fresh water, in sustainably managing the taking, using, damming, or diverting
of fresh water.

The proposal is consistent with this Objective for reasons set out above.

Objective B2
To avoid any further over- allocation of fresh water and phase out existing over- allocation.

The ‘over allocation’ of fresh water in this aquifer is being addressed in the Draft Natural
resources plan and therefore, effectively this Objective is not challenged by the proposal.

Objective B3
To improve and maximise the efficient allocation and efficient use of water.

This objective is primarily aimed again at the Regional/Unitary Authorities not to an individual
application, however the allocation of this permit will be efficient in terms of providing a
supply for industrial/commercial activity.

Policy B2

By every regional council making or changing regional plans to the extent needed to ensure the plans
state criteria by which applications for approval of transfers of water take permits are to be decided,
including to improve and maximise the efficient allocation of water.

Policy B4
By every regional council identifying methods in regional plans to encourage the efficient use of water.

Policy B5

By every regional council ensuring that no decision will likely result in future over- allocation —
including managing fresh water so that the aggregate of all amounts of fresh water in a freshwater
management unit that are authorised to be taken, used, daimmed or diverted does not over- allocate the
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water in the freshwater management unit.

Policy B6

By every regional council setting a defined timeframme and methods in regional plans by which over-
allocation must be phased out, including by reviewing water permits and consents to help ensure the
total amount of water allocated in the freshwater management unit is reduced to the level set to give
effect to policy B1.

Objective C1

To improve integrated management of fresh water and the use and development of land in whole
catchments, including the interactions between fresh water, land, associated ecosystems and coastal
environment.

Policy C1

By every regional council managing fresh water and land use and development in catchinents in an
integrated and sustainable way, so as to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects, including cumulative
effects.

Policy C2
By every regional council making or changing regional policy statements to the extent needed to
provide for the integrated management of the effects of the use and development of:

a) Land on fresh water, including encouraging the co-ordination and sequencing of regional
and/or urban growth, land use and development and the provision of infrastructure; and

b) Land and fresh water on coastal water.

Objective CB1

To provide for an approach to the monitoring of progress towards, and the achievement of freshwater

objectives.

a) Establishes methods for monitoring progress towards, and the achievement of freshwater
objectives established under policies CA1 —CA4;

b) Identifies a site or sites at which monitoring will be undertaken that are representative for
each freshwater management unit; and

c) Recognises the importance of long-term trends in monitoring results.

Objective OC1

To improve information on freshwater takes and sources of freshwater contaminants, in order to:

a) Ensure the necessary information is available for freshwater objective and limit setting and
freshwater management under this national policy statement; and

b) Ensure information on resource availability is available for current and potential resource
users.

Policy CC1

By every regional council:

a) Establishing and operating a freshwater quality accounting systemm and a freshwater quantity

accounting system for those freshwater management units where they are setting or reviewing
[freshwater objectives and limits in accordance with Policy Al, Policy Bl, and Polices CAl-
CA4; and

b) Maintaining a freshwater quality accounting system and a freshwater quantity accounting
system at levels of detail that are commensurate with the significance of the freshwater quality
and freshwater quantity issues, respectively, in each freshwater management unit.

Objectives and Policies B2, B4, BS, Cl1, C2, CB1, OCI1 and CCl1 are potentially relevant but
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are primarily aimed at the Regional/Unitary Authorities and are not challenged in this
circumstance by the application to renew this permit. GWRC have demonstrated that they are
addressing the allocation of ground water in this aquifer and are re-establishing the sustainable
level of allocation and formalizing that in the plan change process.

Objective D1

To provide for the involvement of iwi and hapu, and to ensure that tangata whenua values and interests
are identified and reflected in the management of fresh water including associated ecosystems, and
decision making regarding freshwater planning, including on how all other objectives of this national
policy statement are given effect to.

Policy D1

Local authorities shall take reasonable steps to:

a) Involve iwi and hapu in the management of fresh water and freshwater ecosystems in the
region;

b) Work with iwi and hapu to identify tangata whenua values and interests in fresh water and
freshwater ecosystems in the region, and

c) Reflect tangata whenua values and interests in the management of, and decision- making
regarding, fresh water and freshwater ecosystems in the region.

While these objectives and policy re-iterate the requirement for Regional Authorities to consult
during plan development, the applicant has consulted with tangata whenua and provided an
opportunity for them to express their views on the renewal. In my view, this is consistent with
the relevant objectives and policies of the National Policy Statement.

4.2 Wellington Regional Policy Statement

The Wellington Regional Policy Statement (WRPS) is relevant to the application. The

WRPS is the main regional planning document that encompasses the wider Wellington area.

In respect to the WRPS the following provisions are relevant to this application for renewal.

Objective 12

The quantity and quality of fresh water:

a) Meet the range of users and values for which water is required;

b) Safeguard the life supporting capacity of water bodies; and

C) To meet the reasonably foreseeable needs of future generations.

Objective 14

d) Fresh water available for use and development is allocated and used efficiently

Policy 13: Allocating water — regional plans

Regional plans shall include policies and/ or rules that:

a) Establish allocation limits for the total amount of water that can be taken from rivers
and lakes, taking into account aquatic ecosystem health; and

b) Establish allocation limits for the total amount of water that can be taken from
groundwater, taking into account the aquatic ecosystem health of rivers, lakes and
wetlands, and preventing saltwater intrusion.

Policy 17 - Water allocation and use for the health needs of people — regional plans.

Regional plans shall include policies, rules, and/ or methods to ensure the allocation and use of

water from any river or groundwater source provides sufficiently for the health needs of people

including:
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a) The taking of water by any statutory authority that has a duty for public water supply
under any Act of Parliament;
b) The taking of water for reticulation into a public water supply network; and
c) The taking of water for community supplies.

Policy 44: Managing water takes to ensure efficient use — consideration

When considering an application for resource consent to take water, particular regard shall be
given to:

a) Whether the applicant has demonstrated that the volume of water sought is reasonable

and justifiable for the intended use, including consideration of soil and crop type when
water is taken for irrigation purposes;
b) Requiring the consent holder to measure and report the actual amount of water taken;
c) Requiring the consent holder to adopt water conservation and demand management
measures and demonstrate how water will be used efficiently.

Freshwater

Objectives 12 and 14 (Freshwater) are relevant to the application. These objectives
effectively implement the National Policy statement on freshwater by requiring the
safeguarding of the life supporting capacity of water bodies and achieving healthy
functioning ecosystems.

As is discussed throughout the application, the outcomes sought by the objectives and
policies of the WRPS are achieved by the proposal. Objective 14 states that fresh water
should be allocated efficiently. It is acknowledged that the allocation to Unilever has not
been efficiently allocated in recent years as they company has been steadily reducing
production and is now ceasing it altogether. PPG have invested in the site and the existing
infrastructure with the intent of using the permit for commercial activity. Therefore the
transfer and renewal of the permit will see the existing infrastructure in the site used for
economic benefit of the region and effectively, increase the efficiency of the allocation and
resource use.

Policy 17 and 44 are directives to the GWRC and policy support for rules in the RFP and
any upcoming revisions of the RFP. The rules are in place and are discussed below. The
proposed renewal is not inconsistent with those provisions.

Policy 17 supports the rights of GWRC Bulk water services to abstract water from the
aquifer for public supply. As the proposal does not adversely affect that right, the renewal of
the permit is not inconsistent with Policy 17.

Tangata Whenua

The WRPS has objectives and policies to ensure treaty obligations are met. In this case,
consultation with Wellington 10s and Ngati Toa was undertaken and their management
requests specifically incorporated into the design.

4.3 Regional Freshwater Plan (RFP):

The relevant objectives and policies of the Regional Freshwater Plan to consider for this
proposal include:

4.1.1  The relationship of tangata whenua and their culture and traditions with fresh water,
and with ancestral sites, waahi tapu and other taonga within the beds of rivers and
lakes, is recognised and provided for.
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Appropriate opportunity for consultation has been provided to ensure the treaty obligations are met
and this policy is met.

4.1.5 The life-supporting capacity of water and aquatic ecosystems is safeguarded from the
adverse effects of any subdivision, use and development.

The proposal will not adversely affect the quality of the aquatic ecosystem therefore the
policy is met.

4.1.11 People and communities are able to use and develop freshwater resources to provide
for their social, economic, and cultural well-being and for their health and safety.

The granting of the renewal of the water permit will be entirely consistent with this. This is
further discussed in the Part II analysis below.

4.1.12 The adverse effects of the use and development of freshwater resources are avoided,
remedied, or mitigated.

The conditions on the existing water permit are expected to be re-imposed on any renewal,
therefore potential adverse effects are avoided by the proposal and this policy is met.

4.1.17 Conditions places on resource consents are used as a means of avoiding, remedying
or mitigating adverse effects.

As discussed above.

4.2.2 To encourage applicants to consult directly with affected tangata whenua when
making an application for a resource consent which is for an activity within, upstream
or immediately downstream of any identified site of special value to the tangata
whenua. As part of this consultation the applicant should determine:

(1) Whether granting the resource consent could have any adverse effects on the
special values of the site.

(2)  How any potential adverse effects that might result from the activity could be
avoided or remedied.

The applicant has consulted direction with tangata whenua and this policy is met.

4.2.24 To have regard to the effects on other established activities when considering any
proposal for the use of water bodies.

The water permit is a renewal and the abstraction of water from the aquifer has been
undertaken from the site for nearly a 100 years. The proposal to renew that permit will not
adversely affect adjoining activities.

4.2.29 To recognise the needs of existing lawful users of fresh water by;

L Allowing existing users to upgrade progressively their environmental
performance where improvements are needed to meet the provisions of the
plan; and/or

4 Giving priority to existing users over new users at locations where the demand
for the use of water is greater that the resource can sustain.
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As already discussed, the abstraction from this site has been in place for many years. PPG
have bought the land and have a reasonable expectation to be able to use those existing water
rights.

While under the operative RFP, the aquifer is overallocated, the most recent draft Natural
Resources plan has Council proposing to increase the amount of water that can be safely
allocated. While the draft natural resources plan is not in effect, it does indicate that the
GWRC having proposed the increase in the overall allocation, have done so based on
appropriate investigation.

5.2.7 To manage groundwater in the Wellington Region so that there are no net adverse
effects on its quality as a result of discharges to surface water or groundwater (subject
to policy 5.2.10)

Explanation: This policy is to manage groundwater so that there is no deterioration
in its present quality. “No net adverse affects” in this context means that the existing
quality of water in an aquifer will not be reduced to the extent that adverse effects
occur, after reasonable mixing as a result of any discharge. This policy refers only to
discharges directly to surface water or an aquifer. Discharges to land are addressed
in the Regional Plan for Discharges to land.

There are no discharges directly to an aquifer therefore this policy is not directly relevant,
however the intent is that there is no net adverse effect to the quality of groundwater and the
extension of the water permit is consistent with this policy.

6.1.1 People and communities are able to take, use, dam, or divert surface water, and take
and use groundwater, while ensuring that the flows in rivers, and water levels in lakes

and wetlands, are sufficient to maintain the natural and amenity values of water
bodies.

The Unilever allocation has been in place for many years and has not directly led to issues on
the amenity of waterbodies. The total volume of the take is small in comparison to others in
the aquifer therefore this policy is met by the renewal.

6.1.2 People and communities are able to take and use groundwater while ensuring that the
construction of bores and abstractions do not:
. Exceed the safe yields of aquifers; or
. Adbversely affect the yields of nearby bores through interface, inefficient
borehole construction, or excessive drawdowns; or
. Adversely affect water quality

Safe yields, effects on nearby bores and effects on water quality have been discussed above in
the AEE. This policy is met.

6.1.3 Water abstracted from rivers, streams, lakes and aquifers is used efficiently and water
conservation is promoted.

Unilever were required to keep records of abstraction. This confirms that while water takes
have reduced in recent years, this also corresponded to a reduction in production, indicating
that water from the aquifer was not wasted.
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The new users on the site \ can demonstrate an efficient use of the water resource and will
continue to have to record their use and this can be monitored by GWRC.

6.2.7 To encourage users to take groundwater as an alternative to surface water resources

where:

o The groundwater is of sufficient quality and quantity for the prospective use;
and

. There are no significant environmental, technical, or financial constraints

associated with abstracting groundwater.

The granting of the renewal will be encourage water take from ground water. Maintaining the
quality of the groundwater is in the best interest of PPG and its tenants.

We are not aware of any environmental, technical or financial constraints associated with
abstracting groundwater. Therefore, this policy is met.

6.2.8 To ensure that the water permits to take groundwater:
. Consider excessive reductions in the yields of nearby bores (including
excessive interface drawdowns); and
o Avoid significant adverse effects on surface water bodies.

The effects on nearby bores have been fully considered and so has the effects on surface water
bodies. Both effects were found to be less than minor and therefore this policy is met.

Transferable Water Permits

6.2.10 to allow water permits to be transferred where there will be net benefits to the
community and where there will be no additional adverse effects caused by the change
in location of a water take.

The transfer of the water permit is from the existing owner of the land where the abstraction
occurs to the new owner. This has no additional adverse effects as there is no change of
location.

Water Conservation

6.2.18 to have regard to the following when considering an application for resource consent
to take water:
1. The amount of water required is reasonable, considering the intended use of

the water; and

2. The need for accurate measurement of the take from any river listed in Table
6.1 or method 8.5.5; and

3. For any applicant taking water for public supply, the extent of any:
. Demand management programmes, or
o Drought management plans.

The amount of water sought to be taken by PPG is entirely consistent with or less, than the
historical allocation provided to Unilever. This abstraction has been demonstrated to not
cause any effect on the aquifer. The amount sought will allow the establishment of an
export industry.
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6.0

7.0

8.0

9.0

MITIGATION MEASURES

No specific mitigation measures are considered necessary, beyond the imposition of the
conditions discussed above.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDER
Section 1(b) of the fourth schedule states that:

where it is likely that an activity will result in any significant adverse effect on the environment,
a description of any possible alternative locations or methods for undertaking the activity

CONSULTATION

The applicant has carried out pre-application consultation with both Wellington 10® Trust and
Ngati Toa. Emails were sent to both these Iwi groups seeking comments on the proposal by
PPG to extend the water permit. At the time of lodging the application, no response has been
received from the Iwi representatives.

The nearest bore to the subject site is the Shandon Golf Club. I note that the PDP report
concludes that there are no effects on the Shandon Golf club bore. A letter was sent to the
club and the application was discussed with the greenkeeper who advised that there was no
issue. They have not however responded to the letter.

The biggest user of the Hutt Aquifer is GWRC Bulk Water. Discussions were had with Geoff
Williams of Wellington Water. A full copy of the application has been provided to them. Again
In respect to GWRC Bulk water services, the PDP report clearly identifies the fact that the PPG
water take is 3% of the take of GWRC. In normal circumstances, there are no effects by the
PPG take on the ability of GWRC to abstract water for supply.

It is also clear that the level of abstraction by GWRC has by far the greatest effect on the
aquifer. Nonetheless, it is PPG who have the conditions imposed which limit the ability for it to
abstract water when the trigger level at the McEwen Park monitoring station is breached. With
the condition imposed, it is my view that there is no adverse effect on GWRC bulk water
services and their ability to abstract water supply for Wellington.

The applicant has also consulted with the Hutt City Council. The Hutt City Council
development liaison officer has advised Unilever and myself, that they support the ongoing
commercial/industrial use of the site and therefore indirectly support the renewal of the water
permit.

PART 11

The purpose and principles of the Act is set out in section 5 of the Act. The Act promotes the
sustainable use and management of resources. In this case, the resource is the important Hutt
Aquifer. The maintenance of the quality of this asset is an important outcome for all parties
living in the city.

The RFP has rules which restrict the ability of parties to abstract water from the aquifer and the
all existing permit holders are required to keep records of their abstractions.

The aquifer is monitored by “real time” monitoring to ensure that water is not abstracted at a
rate that would allow saline intrusion to occur.

Unilever Site —~ Water Permit July 2015

20



Application for Water Permit Spencer Holmes Ltd

10.0

By far the main “user” of the aquifer is GWRC bulk water services who use the resource to
provide freshwater to the city.

The aquifer is also however an important water source for existing and future industrial users
of the city. While GWRC uses the water to supply Wellington, that demand is only created if
there are people in the city. People require employment and the generation of economic activity
within Wellington City to provide for their economic and social wellbeing.

The Petone area/Seaview area is one of the two most important industrial areas in Wellington
(the other is in Porirua). The Unilever site remains one of the largest factory sites in the Petone
area. With the gradual reduction for a number of years and now total cessation of production by
Unilever’s, there remains an opportunity for new industrial/commercial activity to occur in the
area to once again stimulate jobs and economic activity.

The Unilever site already has a large amount of plant, buildings and bores which would be
underutilized if the water permit is not used. The existing infrastructure and long established
history of operation on this site is a relevant matter under S104(2A) of the Act.

The renewal of the water permit for a period of 35 years will encourage commercial and
industrial activity to make new investment in the site and provide the required economic
benefit for the area.

At this time, PPG have identified an offshore water bottling company who wishes to establish
in the Petone area and secure water rights. The company will provide local jobs and export
revenue for the Wellington Region. The certainty of having secure water rights is required
before these benefits can be confirmed and quantified. However, it is clear that they will be
“real” and significant.

The extension of the water permit for the period proposed, will therefore unquestionably
provide for the economic welfare of the region.

At the same time, the potential adverse effects are already well understood and appropriate
conditions will ensure that the effects on the aquifer are avoided.

On that basis I conclude that the granting of the renewal of the water permit for 35 years will
be consistent with the Act and a sustainable allocation of the resource.

Despite the importance of the aquifer, there are no matters of national importance to consider in
the application.

In respect to “other matters” listed in s7 of the Act, s7(b) the efficient use and development of
natural resources is relevant. The aquifer is an important asset and must be managed
appropriately.

The applicant has considered their responsibilities under the Treat of Waitangi and has
consulted with Tangata Whenua and the proposal reflects the response from the local Iwi.

CONCLUSION

The proposal is the transfer and renewal of a water permit for a period of 35 years.

Unilever Site — Water Permit July 2015
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:Applicalion Jor Water Permit Spencer Holmes Ltd

The renewal of that permit is associated with a site that has seen continuous abstraction for a
period of nearly 100 years.

The transfer and renewal of the water permit is a discretionary activity under the RFP. The
applicant has provided a full and in depth report of the potential adverse effects of granting
the permit. The conclusions are that the effects will be less than minor.

The existing permit has a number of conditions. The existing conditions are considered to be
reasonable and will ensure that future potential adverse effects are mitigated.

The proposal is therefore considered to be a sustainable allocation and use of a natural
resource. It will allow for economic activity in the city, while ensuring that adverse effects are

adequately avoided.

Pursuant to S104B of the Act, it is my view that consent should be granted.

Unilever Site ~ Water Permit July 2015
22



Attachments



COMPUTER FREEHOLD REGISTER
UNDER LAND TRANSFER ACT 1952

Search Copy

R.W. Muir
Registrar-General
of Land
Identifier 172056
Land Registration District Wellington
Date Issued 25 November 2004

Prior References

WN542/292
Estate Fee Simple
Area 5.4998 hectares more or less

Legal Description Lot 3 Deposited Plan 341820

Proprietors
Unilever New Zealand Trading Limited

Interests

Appurtenant hereto are tramway rights created by Transfer 109845 (affects part formerly Lot 1 DP 13037)
Appurtenant hereto are drainage rights created by Transfer 136876 (affects land formerly in DP 3821)

Subject to drainage rights over part created by Transfer 136876

286068 Encumbrance to Her Majesty the Queen - 15.12.1948 at 12:05 pm (affects part formerly Lot 1 DP 13037)

Subject to rights (in gross) to maintain a gas regulator over part marked A on Plan 341820 in favour of (now)
Powerco Limited created by Transfer 717211.2 - 24.9.1985 at 10.19 am

Subject to a right to overhang eaves over part marked B on DP 341820 created by Easement Instrument
6229489.4 - 25.11.2004 at 11:39 am

Appurtenant hereto is a right to discharge Industrial effects and other rights created by Easement Instrument
6229489.5 - 25.11.2004 at 11:39 am

Land Covenant in Easement Instrument 6229489.5 - 25.11.2004 at 11:39 am

Transaction Id 43922625 Search Copy Dated 10/07/15 9:34 am, Page 1 of 1

Client Reference  S150144

Register Only
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PURSUANT TO SECTION 224(c) OF THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT
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SATISFACTION OF THE HUTT CITY COUNCIL.
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Consent No. WGN070193 [25890] Category: Water Permit

Pursuant to sections 104B and 108, and subject to all the relevant provisions
of the Resource Management Act 1991 and any regulations made thereunder,
a consent in respect of a natural resource is hereby granted to:

Name Unilever New Zealand Trading Limited
Address Private Bag 39809, Wellington Mail Centre, Lower Hutt 5045
Term of consent Effective; 29 March 2007 Expires: 29 March 2017
Purpose for which right is To take and use groundwater from an existing bore located in the Waiwhetu Artesian
granted Aquifer.
Location 486 Jackson Street, Petone, Lower Hutt at or about map reference NZMS 260:
R27;688.956
Legal description of land Lot 3 DP 341820
Volume/Quantity/Rate To take up to 915,600m?year and up to 17,800m3/week.
Conditions 1-9 as attached
For and on behalf of

WELLINGTON REGIONAL COUNCIL

Manager, Environmental Regulation



Conditions to Resource Consent
WGNO070193 [25890]

(1)

The location, design, implementation and operation of the take shall be in accordance with the consent
application and its associated plans and documents, lodged with the Wellington Regional Council on
7 March 2007.

Note: Where information in the application conflicts with the conditions of this permit, then the conditions shall
prevail.

The rate of abstraction shall not exceed 17,800 cubic metres over any seven day period and 915,600m? per year.

The permit holder shall meter all abstraction and supply records of weekly total abstraction to the Manager,
Environmental Regulation, Wellington Regional Council, on a monthly basis. The installed meter shall have an
accuracy of +/- 5 percent.

If the pressure in the Waiwhetu Artesian Aquifer drops to an average, over a 24 hour period, of +2.3 metres
above datum, as measured by the McEwan Park (site number 1428009) water level monitoring station, or any
other official Wellington Regional Council water level monitoring station in the Petone and Seaview area, the
permit holder shall comply with all abstraction restrictions and/or rostering as directed by the Manager,
Environmental Regulation, Wellington Regional Councit.

The Wellington Regional Council may review any or all conditions of this permit by giving notice of its intention to
do so pursuant to section 128 of the Resource Management Act 1991, within six months of the commencement
date of this permit annually for the first five years and every second year thereafter for the following reasons:

a) to deal with any adverse effect on the environment which may arise from the exercise of this permit, and
which it is appropriate to deal with at a later stage, or

b) to review condition 4 to reflect a change in monitoring aquifer salinity once modifications to the McEwan
Park site are completed, or

c) when more stringent National Environmental Standards on water metering are implemented.

The wellhead and its connections shall be designed and maintained so that excess water does not run to waste,
and contamination of the aquifer and backflow are prevented.

If any modifications are made to the pump or bore, the permit holder shall notify the Manager, Environmental
Regulation, Wellington Regional Council at least one month before the modifications occur.

If requested by the Manager, Environmental Regulation, Wellington Regional Council, the permit holder shall
make the bore available for the monitoring of groundwater levels and water quality.

All metering and recording methods and procedures shall be to the specific approval of the Manager,
Environmental Regulation, Wellington Regional Council.

110,000md/year transferred to WGN120153 [31553] on 12 September 2012 under Section 136(2)(b) of the Resource Management Act 1991





