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Regional Plan Review

Greater Wellington Regiona! Council
PO Box 11646

WELLINGTON 6142

Dear SirfMadam

KAPITI COAST DISTRICT COUNCIL SUBMISSION ON PROPOSED NATURAL
RESOURCES PLAN

Thank you for the opportunity to submit on the proposed Natural Resources Plan for the
Wellington Region ({the proposed NRP).

Kapiti Coast District Council recognises and welcomes that changes have been made to the
proposed NRP following consultation on the draft version, and is pleased to see that the
efforts both councils have put into harmonisation of provisions between out respective plans
have been given effect to. This Council also strongly supports the intentions set out to
embark on collaborative approaches with iwi and the community to develop a whole-of-
catchment approach to water management.

Councii was therefore very concerned to see that the role of critical partners — being territorial
authorities - has been largely overlooked. The proposed Natural Resources Plan provided a
significant opportunity to cement in working relationships that are hecessary between the
region and the districts to fully implement our shared responsibility for managing our
environment. Further, the absence of any commentary about the complementary regulatory
roles, and cross-referencing for users is potentially misteading and risks that a lay user may
completely overlook the fact that an activity may well trigger district provisions as well.

This issue is of most significance on the coast, where the absence of any defined CMA
boundary beyond river mouths means that the boundary must be established on the ground
on a case-by-case basis. This is completely inefficient for councils and ratepayers, and
further creates the risk of inconsistent decisions with the consequence of confusion for our
residents and ratepayers. Best practice in other jurisdictions has been for some time to define
these boundaries clearly on planning maps.

Council is pleased to see that Regionat Council has committed formally to the development of
a natural hazards strategy. However, it has not committed to a timeframe, or to introducing
any regulatory changes at the end of that process. Given that this is a specific responsibility
of the regional council under the RMA 1991, this Council would like to see a firm commitment
to addressing this gaps.

Council sought a commitment through the Long Term Plan to timetabling the Kapiti Coast
Whaitua process. The clarity sought has not been achieved, and the conseguence for this
Council is that it has created uncertainty and potential cost for its community as the new
stormwater staged consent processes take effect. This Council is already in the process of
seeking to reconsent its stormwater discharges; and the consequence of the new rules is that
the new consent will be granted for no more than 5 years. At the end of that period this
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Council will be required to seek a limited discretionary consent for its discharges through the
second-stage process. This is an unreasonably onerous requirement that carries the risk of
decline for a network facility, is inconsistent with the policies that recognise the benefits of
regionally significant infrastructure, and inconsistent with the stated desire to enter into
collaborative processes to determine both community outcomes and methods for achieving
improved water quality outcomes (the Whaitua process).

These matters are described in the formal submission that follows, and is alse submitted in
electronic  form. Please contact Sherilyn Hinton, Principal Policy Planner (email
sherilyn.hinton@kapiticoast.govi.nz or phone 04 286 4771) in the first instance if you have
any gueries in relation to the submission points raised.

Yours sincerely

Pat Dougherty
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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