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KiwiRail submission on Proposed Plan Change 1 

KiwiRail Holdings Limited (KiwiRail) is the State-Owned Enterprise responsible for the construction, 

maintenance, and operation of the national railway network. This includes managing railway infrastructure 

and land, as well as rail freight and passenger services within New Zealand. KiwiRail is also the Requiring 

Authority for land designated for ‘Railway Purposes’ (or similar) in District Plans throughout New Zealand.  

KiwiRail's national railway network (which comprises of 3,700km of track, over 200 locomotives, 18,100 

hectares of land and 1,350 modern and heritage buildings)1 is a nationally and regionally significant 

infrastructure asset.  The rail network is critical to the safe and efficient movement of freight and 

passengers throughout New Zealand, and forms an essential part of the national transportation network 

and the wider supply chain.  New Zealanders have invested significantly in the rail network and it is a 

critical public asset. 

The benefits of rail to the New Zealand economy were estimated in 2019 to be in the order of $1.7 – 2.1 

billion2. The economic significance of rail and the critical role it plays in reducing New Zealand’s carbon 

emissions has been recognised by the Government through its continued investment in rail infrastructure.  

Transport modal shifts to more climate-friendly modes of transport, like rail, are critical to reduce carbon 

emissions.  As a result, rail is experiencing a renaissance as evidenced by the significant investment being 

made by the Government to reinvigorate the railway network, demonstrating a strong and continued 

confidence in rail’s current and future potential. 

 
1  Half Year Annual Report 2022 and Unaudited Financial Statements for the Six Months Ended 31 December 2021 

(KiwiRail, 2022) at page 5. 
2     The value of Rail in New Zealand – Report for the Ministry of Transport (EY, Wellington, 2021) at page 8. 



In the most recent budget, the Government allocated $369.2 million to restore a resilient and reliable 

national rail service3.  This funding will enable KiwiRail to continue networks services and continue network 

services for all rail users and provide the platform for projected growth on rail. 

 

The Johnsonville, Melling, Wairarapa, Gracefield and North Island Main Trunk lines all extend through 

Greater Wellington with yard facilities in Wellington and Lower Hutt. These assets form a key part of the 

KiwiRail network nationally. KiwiRail seeks to protect its ability to operate, maintain and upgrade these 

assets into the future. 

KiwiRail’s interest in Plan Change 1 is primarily with regard to the following rules: 

• Rules WH.R2 – WH.R5, WH.R7, WH.R11 and WH.R12 which relate to stormwater discharges that 
could be applicable to KiwiRail sites 

• Rules WH.R18 and WH.R19 which relate to vegetation clearance 

• Rule WH.R23 – WH.R25 which relate to earthworks  

• Rules P.R2 – P.R5, P.R7, P.R10 and P.R11 which relate to stormwater discharges that could be 
applicable to KiwiRail sites 

• Rules P.R16 - P.R18 which relate to vegetation clearance.  

• Rules P.R22 – P.R24 which relate to earthworks 
 
KiwiRail is generally supportive of the intent of the provisions, and seeks for the intent of the rules be 
retained.   

 
KiwiRail wish to be heard in relation to the submissions and if other parties make similar submissions, 

KiwiRail would consider presenting a joint case with those parties at the hearing. 

 

Regards, 

 

Michelle Grinlinton-Hancock 

RMA Team Leader  

KiwiRail Holdings Limited 

 
Wellbeing Budget 2023 – Support for today Building for tomorrow (New Zealand Government, Wellington 2023) at page 17 




