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objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S222 
(Environmental 
Defence Society 

Inc.) 

S222.032 Oppose Disallow 
Transpower opposes the request to include 
reference to natural form and character in 
objective WH.O9. 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
WH.O1. 
The restoration of natural character in relation 
to all freshwater bodies and the coastal 
marine area is not a reasonably achievable 
objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S222 
(Environmental 
Defence Society 

Inc.) 

S222.033 Oppose in part Disallow in 
part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
target attribute states for natural form and 
character in table 8.4 (or any added table). 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
WH.O1. 
The restoration of natural character in relation 
to all freshwater bodies and the coastal 
marine area is not a reasonably achievable 
objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S222 
(Environmental 
Defence Society 

Inc.) 

S222.034 Oppose in part Disallow in 
part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
“restoring… natural form and character” in 
policy WH.P1. 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
WH.O1. 
The restoration of natural character in relation 
to all freshwater bodies and the coastal 
marine area is not a reasonably achievable 
objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S222 
(Environmental 
Defence Society 

Inc.) 

S222.057 Oppose Disallow 
Transpower opposes the request to change 
activity status of rule WH.R17 from 
permitted to controlled. 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on rule 
WH.R17. 
The decision requested does not provide for 
vegetation clearance for the purpose of 
maintaining or operating the National Grid. 
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However, if the decision requested by 
Transpower in its submission on rule WH.R17 
is allowed, then Transpower would adopt a 
neutral position on this submission point. 

S222 
(Environmental 
Defence Society 

Inc.) 

S222.058 Oppose Disallow 

Transpower opposes the request to change 
activity status of rule WH.R18 from 
controlled to discretionary or restricted 
discretionary. 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on rule 
WH.R17. 
The decision requested does not provide for 
vegetation clearance for the purpose of 
maintaining or operating the National Grid, 
where this breaches the standards in rule 
WH.R17. 
However, if the decision requested by 
Transpower in its submission on rule WH.R17 
is allowed, then Transpower would adopt a 
neutral position on this submission point. 

S222 
(Environmental 
Defence Society 

Inc.) 

S222.063 Oppose in part Disallow in 
part 

Transpower opposes the request to 
increase the setback of earthworks from 
waterbodies and the coastal marine area 
under rule WH.R23. 

The setback provided in the notified rule is 
consistent with the setback for earthworks 
provided for in the operative NRP. It is unclear 
what setback is requested by the submitter, 
and what justification there is for any 
increased setback. 

S222 
(Environmental 
Defence Society 

Inc.) 

S022.064 Oppose in part Disallow in 
part 

Transpower opposes the request to change 
the activity status of earthworks rule 
WH.R24 from restricted discretionary to 
discretionary. 

Subject to the decision requested by 
Transpower in its submission on rule WH.R24 
being allowed, Transpower considers that the 
matters of discretion recognise an appropriate 
range of potential adverse effects associated 
with earthworks. On this basis, Transpower 
considers that discretionary activity status is 
unjustified. 

S222 
(Environmental 
Defence Society 

Inc.) 

S022.076 Oppose in part Disallow in 
part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
reference to natural form and character in 
objective P.O2. 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
P.O1. 
The restoration of natural character in relation 
to all freshwater bodies and the coastal 
marine area is not a reasonably achievable 
objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
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located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S222 
(Environmental 
Defence Society 

Inc.) 

S022.079 Oppose in part Disallow in 
part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
target attribute states for natural form and 
character in table 9.2 (or any added table). 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
P.O1. 
The restoration of natural character in relation 
to all freshwater bodies and the coastal 
marine area is not a reasonably achievable 
objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S222 
(Environmental 
Defence Society 

Inc.) 

S022.080 Oppose in part Disallow in 
part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
“restoring… natural form and character” in 
policy P.P1. 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
P.O1. 
The restoration of natural character in relation 
to all freshwater bodies and the coastal 
marine area is not a reasonably achievable 
objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S222 
(Environmental 
Defence Society 

Inc.) 

S022.099 Oppose Disallow 
Transpower opposes the request to change 
activity status of rule P.R16 from permitted 
to controlled. 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on rule 
P.R16. 
The decision requested does not provide for 
vegetation clearance for the purpose of 
maintaining or operating the National Grid. 
However, if the decision requested by 
Transpower in its submission on rule P.R16 is 
allowed, then Transpower would adopt a 
neutral position on this submission point. 

S222 
(Environmental 
Defence Society 

Inc.) 

S022.100 Oppose Disallow 
Transpower opposes the request to change 
activity status of rule P.R17 from controlled 
to discretionary or restricted discretionary. 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on rule 
P.R16. 
The decision requested does not provide for 
vegetation clearance for the purpose of 
maintaining or operating the National Grid, 
where this breaches the standards in rule 
P.R16. 
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only convey or retain water during or 
immediately after rainfall events. This 
introduces significant uncertainty into the 
scope and spatial application of the objective. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.050 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
reference to ephemeral watercourses in 
objective WH.O2. 
 
Transpower also opposes the request to 
include reference to natural form and 
character in clause (a) of objective WH.O2. 

Transpower opposes references to ephemeral 
watercourses in objective WH.O2 on the basis 
that ephemeral watercourses are typically not 
mapped and, in practice, difficult to clearly 
define. Further, it is unclear how the health of 
ephemeral watercourses would be measured 
in practice given that ephemeral watercourses 
only convey or retain water during or 
immediately after rainfall events. This 
introduces significant uncertainty into the 
scope and spatial application of the objective. 
 
With respect to natural form and character, 
refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
WH.O1. The restoration of natural character in 
relation to all freshwater bodies and the 
coastal marine area is not a reasonably 
achievable objective where existing regionally 
significant infrastructure (such as the National 
Grid) is located over or within freshwater 
bodies or the coastal marine area. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.060 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
reference to natural form and character in 
objective WH.O9. 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
WH.O1. 
The restoration of natural character in relation 
to all freshwater bodies and the coastal 
marine area is not a reasonably achievable 
objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.061 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 
Transpower opposes the request to include 
target attribute states for natural form and 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
WH.O1. 
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character in table 8.4 (or any added table). The restoration of natural character in relation 
to all freshwater bodies and the coastal 
marine area is not a reasonably achievable 
objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.062 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
references to natural form and character in 
policy WH.P1. 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
WH.O1. 
The restoration of natural character in relation 
to all freshwater bodies and the coastal 
marine area is not a reasonably achievable 
objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.063 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the amendments 
requested to clause (a) of policy WH.P2. 
 
Transpower opposes the request to refer 
to ephemeral watercourses in clause (e) of 
policy WH.P2. 
 
Transpower opposes the request to include 
a new clause: “(i) land use intensification 
that individually or cumulatively may lead 
to a decline in water quality is prohibited”. 

With respect to the amendments requested to 
clause (a), Transpower opposes these on the 
basis that they are inconsistent with the 
decision requested by Transpower on clause 
(a). 
 
With respect of the amendments requested to 
clause (e), Transpower opposes references to 
ephemeral watercourses in the policy on the 
basis that they are typically not mapped and, 
in practice, difficult to clearly define. Further, 
it is unclear how the health of ephemeral 
watercourses would be measured in practice 
given that they only convey or retain water 
during or immediately after rainfall events. 
This introduces significant uncertainty into the 
scope and spatial application of the policy. 
 
With respect to the new clause (i) requested, 
Transpower opposes this on the basis that the 
phrase “may lead to a decline in water 
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quality” is highly uncertain and potentially 
open-ended in terms of the range of land use 
activities that it may apply to. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.073 Oppose Disallow 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
policy WH.P11 to require resource consent 
for all discharges of stormwater from high 
risk industrial or trade premises. 

Subject to its submissions on the rules for 
discharges from high risk industrial or trade 
premises, Transpower considers that it is 
reasonable to provide for these discharges as 
a permitted activity (subject to appropriate 
standards). 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.075 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
policy WH.P14 to replace the word 
“practicable” with “possible”. 

Replacing “practicable” with “possible” sets an 
unreasonably high threshold for the reduction 
of adverse effects of stormwater runoff from 
existing urban areas.  

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.090 Oppose Disallow 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
policy WH.P29 to increase setback 
distances for earthworks and refer to 
ephemeral watercourses. 

With respect to the setback requested, the 
setback provided in the notified plan change is 
consistent with the setback for earthworks 
provided for in the operative NRP. It is unclear 
what justification there is for any increased 
setback (of no less than 10m) 
 
With respect to ephemeral watercourses, 
Transpower opposes references to ephemeral 
watercourses in the policy on the basis that 
they are typically not mapped and, in practice, 
difficult to clearly define. This introduces 
significant uncertainty into the scope and 
spatial application of the policy. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.099 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
the activity status of stormwater discharge 
rule WH.R5 from permitted to controlled. 

Transpower considers that it would not be 
efficient or effective to require resource 
consent for all discharges from new or 
redeveloped impervious surfaces (no matter 
how minor). 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.100 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
the activity status of stormwater discharge 
rule WH.R6 from controlled to 
discretionary. 

Subject to the decision requested by 
Transpower in its submission on rule WH.R6 
being allowed, Transpower considers that the 
matters of control recognise an appropriate 
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range of potential adverse effects associated 
with stormwater from new greenfield 
impervious surfaces. On this basis, 
Transpower considers that discretionary 
activity status is unjustified. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.110 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
vegetation clearance rule WH.R17 to 
include the following standard: “(x) the 
vegetation clearance is not undertaken 
within, or within 10 metre setback from, a 
surface water body, ephemeral 
watercourse, or the coastal marine area”. 

Transpower opposes including a setback 
standard for vegetation clearance on the basis 
that the need for such as standard, is not 
clearly justified. 
 
With respect to ephemeral watercourses, 
Transpower opposes references to ephemeral 
watercourses in the rule on the basis that they 
are typically not mapped and, in practice, 
difficult to clearly define. This introduces 
significant uncertainty into the scope and 
spatial application of the rule. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.111 Oppose Disallow 

Transpower opposes the request to 
reclassify vegetation clearance rule 
WH.R18 as a discretionary activity. 
 
Transpower opposes the alternative 
request to include “adverse effects on the 
environment” as a matter of discretion. 

Subject to the decision requested by 
Transpower in its submission on rule WH.R18 
being allowed, Transpower considers that the 
matters of discretion recognise an appropriate 
range of potential adverse effects associated 
with vegetation clearance. On this basis, 
Transpower considers that discretionary 
activity status is unjustified. 
 
Transpower opposes the alternative request 
to include “adverse effects on the 
environment” as a matter of discretion, as this 
is an overly broad matter of discretion that 
effectively makes the activity a discretionary 
activity. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.116 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
earthworks rule WH.R23 to increase the 
setback for earthworks from 5m to 10m. 
 

With respect to the setback requested, the 
setback provided in the notified plan change is 
consistent with the setback for earthworks 
provided for in the operative NRP. It is unclear 
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Transpower opposes the request to amend 
earthworks rule WH.R23 to refer to 
ephemeral watercourses. 

what justification there is for any increased 
setback. 
 
With respect to ephemeral watercourses, 
Transpower opposes references to ephemeral 
watercourses in the rule on the basis that they 
are typically not mapped and, in practice, 
difficult to clearly define. This introduces 
significant uncertainty into the scope and 
spatial application of the rule. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.117 Oppose Disallow 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
the activity status of earthworks rule 
WH.R24 from restricted discretionary to 
discretionary. 

Subject to the decision requested by 
Transpower in its submission on rule WH.R24 
being allowed, Transpower considers that the 
matters of discretion recognise an appropriate 
range of potential adverse effects associated 
with earthworks. On this basis, Transpower 
considers that discretionary activity status is 
unjustified. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.133 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
reference to ephemeral watercourses in 
objective P.O1. 

Transpower opposes references to ephemeral 
watercourses in objective P.O1 on the basis 
that ephemeral watercourses are typically not 
mapped and, in practice, difficult to clearly 
define. Further, it is unclear how the health of 
ephemeral watercourses would be measured 
in practice given that ephemeral watercourses 
only convey or retain water during or 
immediately after rainfall events. This 
introduces significant uncertainty into the 
scope and spatial application of the objective. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.134 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
reference to ephemeral watercourses in 
objective P.O2. 
 
Transpower also opposes the request to 
include reference to natural form and 
character in clause (a) of objective P.O2. 

Transpower opposes references to ephemeral 
watercourses in objective P.O2 on the basis 
that ephemeral watercourses are typically not 
mapped and, in practice, difficult to clearly 
define. Further, it is unclear how the health of 
ephemeral watercourses would be measured 
in practice given that ephemeral watercourses 
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only convey or retain water during or 
immediately after rainfall events. This 
introduces significant uncertainty into the 
scope and spatial application of the objective. 
 
With respect to natural form and character, 
refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
P.O1. The restoration of natural character in 
relation to all freshwater bodies and the 
coastal marine area is not a reasonably 
achievable objective where existing regionally 
significant infrastructure (such as the National 
Grid) is located over or within freshwater 
bodies or the coastal marine area. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.139 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
reference to natural form and character in 
objective P.O6. 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
P.O1. 
The restoration of natural character in relation 
to all freshwater bodies and the coastal 
marine area is not a reasonably achievable 
objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.140 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
target attribute states for natural form and 
character in table 9.2 (or any added table). 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
P.O1. 
The restoration of natural character in relation 
to all freshwater bodies and the coastal 
marine area is not a reasonably achievable 
objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.141 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to include 
references to natural form and character in 
policy P.P1. 

Refer to Transpower’s submission on objective 
P.O1. 
The restoration of natural character in relation 
to all freshwater bodies and the coastal 
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marine area is not a reasonably achievable 
objective where existing regionally significant 
infrastructure (such as the National Grid) is 
located over or within freshwater bodies or 
the coastal marine area. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.142 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the amendments 
requested to clause (a) of policy P.P2. 
 
Transpower opposes the request to refer 
to ephemeral watercourses in clause (e) of 
policy P.P2. 
 
Transpower opposes the request to include 
a new clause: “(i) land use intensification 
that individually or cumulatively may lead 
to a decline in water quality is prohibited”. 

With respect to the amendments requested to 
clause (a), Transpower opposes these on the 
basis that they are inconsistent with the 
decision requested by Transpower on clause 
(a). 
 
With respect of the amendments requested to 
clause (e), Transpower opposes references to 
ephemeral watercourses in the policy on the 
basis that they are typically not mapped and, 
in practice, difficult to clearly define. Further, 
it is unclear how the health of ephemeral 
watercourses would be measured in practice 
given that they only convey or retain water 
during or immediately after rainfall events. 
This introduces significant uncertainty into the 
scope and spatial application of the policy. 
 
With respect to the new clause (i) requested, 
Transpower opposes this on the basis that the 
phrase “may lead to a decline in water 
quality” is highly uncertain and potentially 
open-ended in terms of the range of land use 
activities that it may apply to. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.152 Oppose Disallow 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
policy P.P10 to replace the word 
“practicable” with “possible”. 

Replacing “practicable” with “possible” sets an 
unreasonably high requirement for the 
management of various effects across the 
range of matters where the term “practicable” 
is referred to.  

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.153 Oppose Disallow Transpower opposes the request to amend 

policy P.P11 to require resource consent 
Subject to its submissions on the rules for 
discharges from high risk industrial or trade 
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for all discharges of stormwater from high 
risk industrial or trade premises. 

premises, Transpower considers that it is 
reasonable to provide for these discharges as 
a permitted activity (subject to appropriate 
standards). 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.155 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
policy P.P13 to replace the word 
“practicable” with “possible”. 

Replacing “practicable” with “possible” sets an 
unreasonably high threshold for the reduction 
of adverse effects of stormwater runoff from 
existing urban areas.  

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.169 Oppose Disallow 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
policy P.P27 to increase setback distances 
for earthworks and refer to ephemeral 
watercourses. 

With respect to the setback requested, the 
setback provided in the notified plan change is 
consistent with the setback for earthworks 
provided for in the operative NRP. It is unclear 
what justification there is for any increased 
setback. 
 
With respect to ephemeral watercourses, 
Transpower opposes references to ephemeral 
watercourses in the policy on the basis that 
they are typically not mapped and, in practice, 
difficult to clearly define. This introduces 
significant uncertainty into the scope and 
spatial application of the policy. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.176 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
the activity status of stormwater discharge 
rule P.R5 from permitted to controlled. 

Transpower considers that it would not be 
efficient or effective to require resource 
consent for all discharges from new or 
redeveloped impervious surfaces (no matter 
how minor). 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.177 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
the activity status of stormwater discharge 
rule WH.R6 from controlled to 
discretionary. 

Subject to the decision requested by 
Transpower in its submission on rule WH.R6 
being allowed, Transpower considers that the 
matters of control recognise an appropriate 
range of potential adverse effects associated 
with stormwater from new greenfield 
impervious surfaces. On this basis, 
Transpower considers that discretionary 
activity status is unjustified. 
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S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.178 Oppose Disallow 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
the activity status of stormwater discharge 
rule P.R7 from controlled to restricted 
discretionary. 

Transpower considers that controlled activity 
status provides sufficient ability to impose 
conditions on consents to manage the 
potential adverse effects of stormwater runoff 
from new and redeveloped impervious 
surfaces in existing urban areas. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.187 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
vegetation clearance rule P.R16 to include 
the following standard: “(x) the vegetation 
clearance is not undertaken within, or 
within 10 metre setback from, a surface 
water body, ephemeral watercourse, or 
the coastal marine area”. 

Transpower opposes including a setback 
standard for vegetation clearance on the basis 
that the need for such as standard, is not 
clearly justified. 
 
With respect to ephemeral watercourses, 
Transpower opposes references to ephemeral 
watercourses in the rule on the basis that they 
are typically not mapped and, in practice, 
difficult to clearly define. This introduces 
significant uncertainty into the scope and 
spatial application of the rule. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.188 Oppose Disallow 

Transpower opposes the request to 
reclassify vegetation clearance rule P.R17 
as a discretionary activity. 
 
Transpower opposes the alternative 
request to include “adverse effects on the 
environment” as a matter of discretion. 

Subject to the decision requested by 
Transpower in its submission on rule P.R17 
being allowed, Transpower considers that the 
matters of discretion recognise an appropriate 
range of potential adverse effects associated 
with vegetation clearance. On this basis, 
Transpower considers that discretionary 
activity status is unjustified. 
 
Transpower opposes the alternative request 
to include “adverse effects on the 
environment” as a matter of discretion, as this 
is an overly broad matter of discretion that 
effectively makes the activity a discretionary 
activity. 

S261 (Forest & 
Bird) S261.193 Oppose in part Disallow in 

part 

Transpower opposes the request to amend 
earthworks rule P.R22 to increase the 
setback for earthworks from 5m to 10m. 

With respect to the setback requested, the 
setback provided in the notified plan change is 
consistent with the setback for earthworks 
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Ora) part amend rule WH.R5 to increase the 
permitted activity impervious surface 
threshold from 1,000m2 to at least 
5,000m2, and to clarify that the threshold 
applies only to new/additional areas of 
impervious surface. 

threshold and clarifying that it applies only to 
new/additional impervious surface, would 
better provide for the development or 
redevelopment of impervious surfaces that 
support, provide access to, or are otherwise a 
part of regionally significant infrastructure 
(including the National Grid). 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.029 Support in 

part Allow in part 

Transpower supports the request the 
amend rule WH.R6 to increase the 
controlled activity impervious surface 
threshold for new greenfield impervious 
surfaces from 3,000m2 to at least 5,000m2. 

Transpower considers that increasing the 
threshold would better provide for the 
development of impervious surfaces that 
support, provide access to, or are otherwise a 
part of regionally significant infrastructure 
(including the National Grid). 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.030 Support in 

part Allow in part 

Transpower supports the request the 
amend rule WH.R7 to increase the 
controlled activity impervious surface 
threshold for new or redeveloped 
impervious surfaces in existing urban areas 
from 3,000m2 to at least 5,000m2. 

Transpower considers that increasing the 
threshold would better provide for the 
development or redevelopment of impervious 
surfaces that support, provide access to, or 
are otherwise a part of regionally significant 
infrastructure (including the National Grid). 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.031 Support in 

part Allow in part 

Transpower supports the request the 
amend rule WH.R11 to increase the 
discretionary activity impervious surface 
threshold for new or redeveloped 
impervious surfaces from 3,000m2 to at 
least 5,000m2. 
 
Transpower supports the request to 
amend the activity status of rule WH.R11 
from discretionary to restricted 
discretionary. 

Transpower considers that increasing the 
threshold would better provide for the 
development or redevelopment of impervious 
surfaces that support, provide access to, or 
are otherwise a part of regionally significant 
infrastructure (including the National Grid). 
 
With respect to the request to change the 
activity status of the rule from discretionary to 
restricted discretionary, Transpower supports 
this subject to the rule including a matter of 
discretion that recognises the benefits that 
the development or redevelopment of 
impervious surfaces has for the operation, 
maintenance, upgrading, or development of 
regionally significant infrastructure. 
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S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.035 Support Allow 

Transpower supports the request to 
amend rule WH.R18 (and consequently 
WH.R17) to increase the threshold of 
vegetation clearance before consent is 
required as a controlled activity. 

The submission is in general alignment with 
Transpower’s submission on rule WH.R17. 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.036 Support Allow 

Transpower supports the request to 
exempt activities associated with the 
trenching of services from earthworks rule 
WH.R23. 
 
Transpower supports the request to delete 
clause (c)(iv) from rule WH.R23. 

Transpower considers the exemptions sought 
for trenching of services better recognises and 
provides for trenching of services that may be 
associated with the maintenance, upgrading, 
or development of regionally significant 
infrastructure. 
 
With respect to the request to delete clause 
(c)(iv) from rule WH.R23, this request is 
consistent with the decision requested by 
Transpower in its submission. 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.037 Support Allow 

Transpower supports the request to 
exempt activities associated with the 
trenching of services from earthworks rule 
WH.R24. 
 
Transpower supports the request to delete 
clause (b) (which relates to the winter 
shut-down of earthworks) and provide for 
winter earthworks as a matter of discretion 
under the relevant restricted discretionary 
activity rule. 

Transpower considers the exemptions sought 
for trenching of services better recognises and 
provides for trenching of services that may be 
associated with the maintenance, upgrading, 
or development of regionally significant 
infrastructure. 
 
With respect to the request to delete clause 
(b) and provide for winter earthworks as a 
matter of discretion under the relevant 
restricted discretionary activity rule, this 
request is general consistent with the 
decisions requested by Transpower in its 
submission. 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.038 Support Allow 

Transpower supports the request to delete 
earthworks rule WH.R25 (non-complying 
activity rule for earthworks), and instead 
provide for the consideration of winter 
earthworks as a matter of discretion under 
the relevant restricted discretionary 

This request is general consistent with the 
decisions requested by Transpower in its 
submission. 
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activity rule. 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.056 Support in 

part Allow in part 

Transpower supports the request to 
amend rule P.R5 to increase the permitted 
activity impervious surface threshold from 
1,000m2 to at least 5,000m2, and to clarify 
that the threshold applies only to 
new/additional areas of impervious 
surface. 

Transpower considers that increasing the 
threshold and clarifying that it applies only to 
new/additional impervious surface, would 
better provide for the development or 
redevelopment of impervious surfaces that 
support, provide access to, or are otherwise a 
part of regionally significant infrastructure 
(including the National Grid). 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.057 Support in 

part Allow in part 

Transpower supports the request the 
amend rule P.R6 to increase the controlled 
activity impervious surface threshold for 
new greenfield impervious surfaces from 
3,000m2 to at least 5,000m2. 

Transpower considers that increasing the 
threshold would better provide for the 
development of impervious surfaces that 
support, provide access to, or are otherwise a 
part of regionally significant infrastructure 
(including the National Grid). 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.058 Support in 

part Allow in part 

Transpower supports the request the 
amend rule P.R7 to increase the controlled 
activity impervious surface threshold for 
new or redeveloped impervious surfaces in 
existing urban areas from 3,000m2 to at 
least 5,000m2. 

Transpower considers that increasing the 
threshold would better provide for the 
development or redevelopment of impervious 
surfaces that support, provide access to, or 
are otherwise a part of regionally significant 
infrastructure (including the National Grid). 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.059 Support in 

part Allow in part 

Transpower supports the request the 
amend rule P.R10 to increase the 
discretionary activity impervious surface 
threshold for new or redeveloped 
impervious surfaces from 3,000m2 to at 
least 5,000m2. 
 
Transpower supports the request to 
amend the activity status of rule P.R10 
from discretionary to restricted 
discretionary. 

Transpower considers that increasing the 
threshold would better provide for the 
development or redevelopment of impervious 
surfaces that support, provide access to, or 
are otherwise a part of regionally significant 
infrastructure (including the National Grid). 
 
With respect to the request to change the 
activity status of the rule from discretionary to 
restricted discretionary, Transpower supports 
this subject to the rule including a matter of 
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discretion that recognises the benefits that 
the development or redevelopment of 
impervious surfaces has for the operation, 
maintenance, upgrading, or development of 
regionally significant infrastructure. 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.063 Support Allow 

Transpower supports the request to 
amend rule P.R17 (and consequently 
P.R16) to increase the threshold of 
vegetation clearance before consent is 
required as a controlled activity. 

The submission is in general alignment with 
Transpower’s submission on rule P.R16. 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.064 Support Allow 

Transpower supports the request to 
exempt activities associated with the 
trenching of services from earthworks rule 
P.R22. 
 
Transpower supports the request to delete 
clause (c)(iv) from rule P.R22. 

Transpower considers the exemptions sought 
for trenching of services better recognises and 
provides for trenching of services that may be 
associated with the maintenance, upgrading, 
or development of regionally significant 
infrastructure. 
 
With respect to the request to delete clause 
(c)(iv) from rule P.R22, this request is 
consistent with the decision requested by 
Transpower in its submission. 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.065 Support Allow 

Transpower supports the request to 
exempt activities associated with the 
trenching of services from earthworks rule 
P.R23. 
 
Transpower supports the request to delete 
clause (b) (which relates to the winter 
shut-down of earthworks) and provide for 
winter earthworks as a matter of discretion 
under the relevant restricted discretionary 
activity rule. 

Transpower considers the exemptions sought 
for trenching of services better recognises and 
provides for trenching of services that may be 
associated with the maintenance, upgrading, 
or development of regionally significant 
infrastructure. 
 
With respect to the request to delete clause 
(b) and provide for winter earthworks as a 
matter of discretion under the relevant 
restricted discretionary activity rule, this 
request is general consistent with the 
decisions requested by Transpower in its 
submission. 
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S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.066 Support Allow 

Transpower supports the request to delete 
earthworks rule P.R24 (non-complying 
activity rule for earthworks), and instead 
provide for the consideration of winter 
earthworks as a matter of discretion under 
the relevant restricted discretionary 
activity rule. 

This request is general consistent with the 
decisions requested by Transpower in its 
submission. 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.068 Support in 

part Allow in part 

Should maps 86, 87, 88, and 89 (unplanned 
greenfield development areas) be retained, 
Transpower supports the request to review 
these maps, and to exclude land zoned as 
open space from “unplanned greenfield 
areas”, where these are located within or 
adjacent to an urban environment. 

While Transpower’s submission seeks that the 
National Grid is excluded from the rules 
associated with unplanned greenfield 
development, or alternatively that these rules 
are deleted, Transpower also supports are 
review of the maps should the rules and 
associated maps be retained be retained. 
Several National Grid assets (including 
substations, National Grid lines, and National 
Grid support structures) are located within 
open space zones identified in the maps as 
“unplanned greenfield development areas”. 
As a consequence, the rules associated with 
unplanned greenfield development could 
prohibit the upgrading or development of the 
National Grid in these areas. 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.069 Support in 

part Allow in part 

Should maps 86, 87, 88, and 89 (unplanned 
greenfield development areas) be retained, 
Transpower supports the request to review 
these maps, and to exclude land zoned as 
open space from “unplanned greenfield 
areas”, where these are located within or 
adjacent to an urban environment. 

While Transpower’s submission seeks that the 
National Grid is excluded from the rules 
associated with unplanned greenfield 
development, or alternatively that these rules 
are deleted, Transpower also supports are 
review of the maps should the rules and 
associated maps be retained be retained. 
Several National Grid assets (including 
substations, National Grid lines, and National 
Grid support structures) are located within 
open space zones identified in the maps as 
“unplanned greenfield development areas”. 
As a consequence, the rules associated with 
unplanned greenfield development could 
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prohibit the upgrading or development of the 
National Grid in these areas. 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.070 Support in 

part Allow in part 

Should maps 86, 87, 88, and 89 (unplanned 
greenfield development areas) be retained, 
Transpower supports the request to review 
these maps, and to exclude land zoned as 
open space from “unplanned greenfield 
areas”, where these are located within or 
adjacent to an urban environment. 

While Transpower’s submission seeks that the 
National Grid is excluded from the rules 
associated with unplanned greenfield 
development, or alternatively that these rules 
are deleted, Transpower also supports are 
review of the maps should the rules and 
associated maps be retained be retained. 
Several National Grid assets (including 
substations, National Grid lines, and National 
Grid support structures) are located within 
open space zones identified in the maps as 
“unplanned greenfield development areas”. 
As a consequence, the rules associated with 
unplanned greenfield development could 
prohibit the upgrading or development of the 
National Grid in these areas. 

S257 (Kāinga 
Ora) S257.071 Support in 

part Allow in part 

Should maps 86, 87, 88, and 89 (unplanned 
greenfield development areas) be retained, 
Transpower supports the request to review 
these maps, and to exclude land zoned as 
open space from “unplanned greenfield 
areas”, where these are located within or 
adjacent to an urban environment. 

While Transpower’s submission seeks that the 
National Grid is excluded from the rules 
associated with unplanned greenfield 
development, or alternatively that these rules 
are deleted, Transpower also supports are 
review of the maps should the rules and 
associated maps be retained be retained. 
Several National Grid assets (including 
substations, National Grid lines, and National 
Grid support structures) are located within 
open space zones identified in the maps as 
“unplanned greenfield development areas”. 
As a consequence, the rules associated with 
unplanned greenfield development could 
prohibit the upgrading or development of the 
National Grid in these areas. 
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and for the construction, repair, upgrade 
or maintenance of pipelines. 

S151 
(Wellington 
Water Ltd) 

S151.100 Support Allow 

Should the winter shut down of earthworks 
set out in rule WH.R24 be retained, 
Transpower supports the request to 
provide an exemption for regionally 
significant infrastructure from clause (b) of 
the rule. 

While Transpower has sought that clause (b) 
of the rule is deleted, as an alternative, 
Transpower would support an exemption 
from clause (b) for regionally significant 
infrastructure, as providing for such an 
exemption would appropriately recognise and 
provide for earthworks associated with the 
maintenance, upgrading, and development of 
regionally significant infrastructure. 

S151 
(Wellington 
Water Ltd) 

S151.122 Support Allow 

Should the winter shut down of earthworks 
set out in policy P.P29 be retained, 
Transpower supports the request to 
provide an exemption for regionally 
significant infrastructure from the policy. 

The request is generally consistent with 
Transpower’s submissions on policy P.P29. 
 

 

S151 
(Wellington 
Water Ltd) 

S151.130 Support Allow 

Transpower supports the request to 
reinstate exemptions for certain 
earthworks activities under rule P.R22, 
including for the thrusting, boring, 
trenching, or mole ploughing associated 
with cable or pipe laying and maintenance, 
and for the construction, repair, upgrade 
or maintenance of pipelines. 

Transpower considers the exemptions sought 
to earthworks rule P.R22 better recognise and 
provide for the maintenance, upgrading, or 
development of regionally significant 
infrastructure. 

S151 
(Wellington 
Water Ltd) 

S151.131 Support Allow 

Should the winter shut down of earthworks 
set out in rule P.R23 be retained, 
Transpower supports the request to 
provide an exemption for regionally 
significant infrastructure from clause (b) of 
the rule. 

While Transpower has sought that clause (b) 
of the rule is deleted, as an alternative, 
Transpower would support an exemption 
from clause (b) for regionally significant 
infrastructure, as providing for such an 
exemption would appropriately recognise and 
provide for earthworks associated with the 
maintenance, upgrading, and development of 
regionally significant infrastructure. 
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S151 
(Wellington 
Water Ltd) 

S151.183 Support in 
part Allow in part 

Transpower supports the requested 
amendment to existing objective O9: “The 
social, economic, cultural and 
environmental benefits of Regionally 
Significant Infrastructure, renewable 
energy generation activities and the 
utilisation of mineral resources are 
recognized and provided for.” 

Transpower supports the requested 
amendment to objective O9 as it would 
ensure that the benefits of regionally 
significant infrastructure (including the 
National Grid) are provided for through 
decision-making. This gives effect to policy 1 
of the NPSET. 

 




